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SHA e~NEWS
The SHA’s new mode of Internet communication
MEETINGS & EVENTS SEASON GETS UNDER WAY

Le*: Burlington House, London.

Right: Speakers at the Black Country Living Museum

After last month’s sad news of the death of Ken Goward, it is
cheering to hear of two successful new events in the astro-historical
calendar. The first is of course the Joint Meeting of the SHA and the
Royal Meteorological Society at Burlington House, courtesy of the
Royal Astronomical Society. The second, while not an SHA event as
such, was organised by SHA member Mr. John Armitage on behalf of
the Pendrell Hall Observatories Group and the Black Country Living
Museum. Both are covered in brief on pages 2-3 and will feature in a
future issue of the SHA Bu!etin. May I encourage you to join in the
fun by attending our next meeting, honouring Dr. David Dewhirst, at
the Institute of Astronomy, Cambridge, on 18 April?
SW
ONLINE BOOK OF CONDOLENCE FOR KEN GOWARD
Our late Treasurer Ken Goward’s funeral took place at St. Martin’s
Church in his home village of Tuddenham St. Martin, near Ipswich,
on 17 March. Apart from his immediate family and friends, the
funeral was also attended by many of his friends from the world of
astronomy including several members of the SHA Council.
An online Book of Condolence (in the form of a guestbook) has
been added to the SHA website for members and others who knew
Ken Goward to leave messages of condolence for the family. A
permanent record will be kept of messages left.
SW
‘ANTIQUARIAN ASTRONOMER’ DELAY IS ON-GOING
Publication of the fifth issue of The Antiquarian Astronomer
continues to be delayed, largely due to on-going health problems of
the Editor, Dr. Reg Withey, who is making slow but sure progress.
Members will be notified by email when the journal goes to press.
Thank you on behalf of Dr. Withey and the Council of the SHA
for your patience.
SW
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Snoozing in
The Diogenes Club
“There are many men in London, you know, who, some $om
shyness, some $om misanthropy,
have no wish for the company
of their fe!ows. Yet they are not
averse to comfortable chairs and
the latest periodicals. It is for
the convenience of these that
the Diogenes Club was started,
and it now contains the most
unsociable and unclubbable men
in town. No member is permitted to take the least notice of any
other one. Save in the Strangers'
Room, no talking is, under any
circumstances, allowed, and
three oﬀences, if brought to the
notice of the committee, render
the talker liable to expulsion."
- Sherlock Holmes in
‘The Adventure of the Greek
Interpreter’, 1893
The SHA is not, of
course, the Diogenes Club,
though many of us might
confess a liking for comfy
armchairs and “the latest
periodicals”, especially if a
hefty issue of The Antiquarian Astronomer is to hand!
But our publications are
only part of what the society
oﬀers to us as members, and
surely the chance to meet
with like-minded folk in a
sociable atmosphere is just
as important. I hope to
make the acquaintance of
many more of my “friends
and colleagues” at this year’s
SHA meetings as a result.
Stuart Wi!iams, Editor
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SURVEY OF ASTRONOMICAL HISTORY

Chesterton Windmi! and the cheeky sundial. Picture Roger Jones.

When is an observatory not an observatory?
When it’s a windmill! Whilst out researching my
family history (grave hunting) a week or so ago, I
visited the Warwickshire village of Chesterton
Green where my ancestors once lived. High on a
nearby hill stands Chesterton Windmill; there has
been speculation since the late 18th century that it
was originally built by Sir Edward Peyto as an obsJOINT MEETING WITH THE ROYAL
METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY: REPORT
A joint meeting of the Society for the History
of Astronomy with the Royal Meteorological
Society's (R Met Soc) Special Interest Group for
the History of Meteorology and Physical
Oceanography took place on Saturday, 28th March
2009. The event began at 10.30am and the
prestigious venue was the premises of the Royal
Astronomical Society in Burlington House,
Piccadilly, London, thanks to the RAS.
The theme of the meeting was Meteorologists
and Astronomers, and explored links between both
sciences by means of a programme of eminent
speakers. It included the R Met Soc History
Group's Annual General Meeting. Following coﬀee
and registration, delegates were welcomed and
introduced to the meeting before listening to a
varied morning programme which included:
Howard Oliver (retired: formerly of the NERC and
Oxford University) on Early aurora studies and the
work of John Dalton; Malcolm Walker (retired:
formerly Cardiﬀ University) on Lunarists, sunspottery and astro-meteorology in the nineteenth century;
and author Storm Dunlop on Eclipse weather.
After lunch, the programme continued with
the History Group's AGM, and at 1.45pm the
afternoon speaker session began with Diane and
Malcolm Walker (both retired and formerly of
Cardiﬀ University) speaking on John Lee's Hartwe!
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ervatory. He was the Lord of the Manor, of Norman descent, who in 1632 built the windmill as well
as an impressive manor house, since demolished
(1832).
Peyto was a mathematician, astrologer and
astronomer, and no doubt that is why the structure
was thought to have been an observatory. Several
old histories and guides to Warwickshire mention
this, however Peyto estate accounts held by Warwick Record Oﬃce show that it has always been a
windmill.
Chesterton church is full of Peyto memorials. A huge ‘Ten Commandments’ hangs on a wall
above the pews. Above the porch entrance the
sundial warns SEE AND BE GONE ABOUT YOUR
BUSINESS. Not finding an ancestral grave or an
observatory, I did as I was told and left.
Let me know if you have come across anything interesting recently.
Roger Jones, Survey Co-ordinator
Observatory. They were followed by Joan
Kenworthy (retired: formerly Durham University)
who talked about Durham astronomers and their
contribution to meteorology. The last speaker before
the tea break was Anita McConnell (Aﬃliated
Research Scholar, Cambridge University) on
George Airy and the Battle for the Clouds. After tea, at
3.45pm Fred Taylor (Halley Professor of Physics,
Oxford University) began the final session with
Weather and climate on the planets: changing perceptions.
He was followed by Raymond Hide FRS (Senior
Research Investigator, Imperial College and a Past
President of the RAS and R Met Soc) who rounded
oﬀ a packed and very enjoyable day by speaking on
Sydney Chapman (PPRAS, PPRMetS) and Harold
Je.eys (PPRAS).
The meeting closed at 4.45pm.

SW

VICTORIAN ASTRONOMY AND
TECHNOLOGY DAY AT THE BLACK
COUNTRY MUSEUM: REPORT
Saturday 14 March 2009 saw a new event take
place in unfamiliar surroundings to many
astronomers. The ‘Victorian Astronomy and
Technology Day’ was not an SHA event but it was
organised by SHA member John Armitage, founder
of the Pendrell Hall Observatories Group. The
venue was the Black Country Living Museum, in
Tipton Road, Dudley, and the event, which opened
at 10am, was promoted as part of the International
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History of Astronomy Event Reviews & Previews for 2009
Year of Astronomy, to coincide with Science,
Engineering and Technology Week 2009.
There were tours of the Museum’s replica
amateur Victorian observatory (which contains a
Calver Newtonian reflector on loan from the
British Astronomical Association), displays
including a c1860 Cooke Refractor, and various
other items on show including instruments and an
astronomical regulator clock.
Around fifty people of all ages attended a full
programme of talks given by distinguished
speakers from the world of astronomy in the
Conference Suite. These included the following:
Rt. Revd. M.G. Bourke (former Bishop of
Wolverhampton) - speaking on ‘Victorian Clerical
Astronomers’. John Armitage – speaking on ‘Lord
John Wrottesley, his life, times and legacy.’ Bob
Marriott (BAA) - speaking on ‘T.W. Webb and the
Silver on Glass Revolution.’ A shorter than
expected lunch break aﬀorded the opportunity to
visit the Victorian observatory or one or two of the
many reconstructed period buildings of which the
Museum is made up - including the early 20th
century fish and chip shop! The break was
followed by the afternoon session which comprised
talks by Sir Arnold Wolfendale, FRS (14th
Astronomer Royal and SHA member) - speaking
on ‘Victorian Astronomers Royal’, and finally our
own Hon. President Dr. Allan Chapman (Wadham
College Oxford) - speaking on the fascinating and
varied life and times of ‘James Glaisher, Victorian
astronomer, meteorologist and aeronaut.’
In short, this was a very enjoyable event which
would be well worth holding again in future. SW
SATURDAY 18 APRIL:
'BOOKS AND THE SKY - A MEETING TO
HONOUR DAVID W. DEWHIRST'.
Dr. David Dewhirst was Librarian and
Astronomer at the Institute of Astronomy,
University of Cambridge, England, from 1950-93.
Speakers at this Society for the History of
Astronomy one day conference include Sir Francis
Graham Smith, Michael Hoskin, Jim Bennett,
Roger Hutchins and Peter Hingley. The theme is
broadly history of astronomy. Starts 10.30am at
the IoA. Booking is required, if you are interested
please send in the booking form which has been
circulated to members. Contact SHA Archivist
and IoA Librarian Mark Hurn:
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hurnm@ast.cam.ac.uk or Peter Hingley:
pdh@ras.org.uk. For more about the IoA, see:
http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/about_ioa/ Mark Hurn
FRIDAY 8 MAY:
RAS SPECIALIST DISCUSSION MEETING MARS BEFORE THE SPACE AGE
Royal Astronomical Society Lecture Theatre,
Burlington House, Piccadilly, London, W1J 0BQ
(www.ras.org.uk). Organisers: Barrie Jones, OU
b.w.jones@open.ac.uk , Peter Hingley, RAS
pdh@ras.org.uk . Admission: RAS members free,
£15 non-members, £5 students. See: http://
www.ras.org.uk/images/stories/ras_pdfs/meetings/
Mars-before_pbprog.pdf
RAS/SW
SATURDAY 4 JULY:
SHA SUMMER PICNIC AT THE HANWELL
COMMUNITY OBSERVATORY
This year’s SHA Summer Picnic will take place
at the Hanwell Community Observatory, near
Banbury, Oxon on Saturday 4 July. The start time
is yet to be confirmed, but the grounds open at 12
noon and admission is free of charge.
The Observatory is sited in the gro-unds of
Hanwell Castle, the remains of a fine early Tudor
house just north-west of Banbury, 3miles from
junction 11 of the M40 and a similar distance from
Banbury railway station. The extensive gro-unds,
with their lake, medieval fishponds and leafy walks,
provide many attractive spots for a picnic on a fine
day and are of considerable interest in their own
right. The Observatory is the permanent home of
the McIver Paton 12.5 inch reflector, the main
mirror of which is a 1908 Calver, the 30 inch
reflector due to be commissioned for public use
this Summer, and the John Wall 30 inch dialyte, the
largest refractor ever to have been mounted in the
U.K., all of which will be on display on 4 July.
There is also likely to be a display of various
astronomical items of antiquarian interest. On-site
parking up to a maximum of 10 or 12 cars exists, so
we ask members intending to drive to share
vehicles as far as possible, with overspill parking
just outside our gates in the village; a location map
and further details will be put up on the HCO
website - www.hanwellobservatory.org.uk - about
one month before the event.
Christopher Taylor, Director, HCO
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CALL FOR PAPERS: SHA
AUTUMN CONFERENCE
SATURDAY 31 OCT 2009
This year’s SHA Autumn
Conference has the theme of
‘Astronomers Abroad’ to
celebrate the International Year
of Astronomy. We are looking for
five or six SHA members to
speak on the topic, which is
intended to focus on non-UK
astronomers working within the
UK, or non-UK astronomers
working abroad. The meeting,
which will be held in the Dickens
Room at the Birmingham &
Midland Institute in
Birmingham, England (see:
www.bmi.org.uk) will start with
Reception at 9.30am and the first
lecture will commence at
10.00am following an
Introduction and Welcome by
SHA Chairman Gilbert
Satterthwaite. It is hoped to
have a flexible morning session
with perhaps two or three
speakers giving 30-40 minute
talks between 10am - 1pm. The
afternoon session (from 2pm) will
it is hoped comprise of two 1
hour lectures (all slot times
include time for questions)
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followed by closing comments by
the Chairman. The BMI closes
at 5pm therefore the Conference
will close no later than 4.30pm.
Any SHA member interested
in presenting a paper should
contact the Secretary, Kevin
Kilburn, asap by post: 158 Low
Leighton Road, Low Leighton,
New Mills, High Peak,
Derbyshire SK22 4JF.
KK/SW
SHA MEETINGS IN 2009
Advance notice:
Sat. 4 July SHA Summer
Picnic at Hanwell Community
Observator htm y, Oxfordshire.
Details TBC. See:
www.hanwellobservatory.org.uk .
Sat. 18 July SHA AGM and
Summer Conference, National
Maritime Museum, Greenwich.
A joint meeting with the
Scientific Instrument Society
(www.sis.org.uk). Details TBC.
Contact Gilbert Satterthwaite:
chair@shastro.org.uk .
Sat. 31 October SHA
Autumn Conference, Dickens
Room, Birmingham & Midland
Institute (www.bmi.org.uk).
Theme: ‘Astronomers Abroad’ see call for papers (left). Contact
Kevin Kilburn:
secretary@shastro.org.uk
Fu!er details wi! be sent later.
COUNCIL MEETINGS 2009
21 February: Burlington
House, London. May: Yorkshire
Museum, TBC. 12 September:
BMI, Birmingham. November:
Institute of Astronomy,
Cambridge, TBC.
SW/CD

Calendar in Brief 2009
Thurs. 1 January
SHA Subscription Renewals due.
Contact Peter Hingley pdh@ras.org.uk
Sat. 28 March
SHA Joint Meeting with RMetS, RAS,
Burlington House, London.
Sat. 18 April
SHA David Dewhirst Meeting, IOA,
Cambridge.
Mon. 20 - Thur. 23 April
European Week of Astronomy and
Space Science, including RAS NAM etc:
www.jenam2009.eu
Fri. 8 May
Mars Before the Space Age, RAS,
Burlington House, London.
Sat. 4 July
SHA Summer Picnic, Hanwell
Community Observatory. Oxfordshire.
Sat. 18 July
SHA AGM & Summer Conference,
NMM, Greenwich.
Sat. 31 October
SHA Autumn Conference, BMI.

Regular Contributors
STUART WILLIAMS
e~News Editor
Stuart Williams is
also Research
Librarian at the
SHA’s Sir Robert
Ball Library in Birmingham.
KEVIN KILBURN
Kevin Kilburn is
the Secretary of the
SHA and contributes society news.
CLIVE DAVENHALL

SUBSCRIPTIONS
LAPSE AT THE
END OF MARCH

Clive Davenhall is
Editor of the SHA
Bu!etin and contributes timely news.
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