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The 2009 SHA Summer Picnic took place at the Hanwell 
Community Observatory, near Banbury, Oxon on Saturday 4 July.  
SHA members were invited to meet up at 1pm, but many arrived 
early to get a head start on a very pleasant day indeed.  The event was 
very kindly hosted by SHA member Christopher Taylor, Director of 
the observatory, with the considerable assistance of several very 
knowledgeable and helpful members of the HCO.

The open-air observatory is sited in the grounds of Hanwell 
Castle, the remains of a fine early Tudor house just north-west of 
Banbury.  The extensive grounds, with their lake, medieval fishponds 
and leafy walks, provided the ideal setting for a pre-lunch ramble in 
delightful dappled shade.  Natural historians, birdwatchers and 
botanists would also have found much of interest here.

SHA members and guests enjoyed their picnic lunches in very 
peaceful and pleasant surroundings before attending a very 
interesting lecture on the history of the Hanwell Community 
Observatory by its director, followed by the chance to view historical 
items including a rare 6-inch f/40 speculum-mirrored Cassegrain 
reflector by Thomas Grubb of Dublin, plus of course the observatory.

The HCO is the permanent home of the McIver Paton 12.5-inch 
reflector, the main mirror of which is a 1908 Calver; a specially built 
30-inch reflector due to be commissioned for public use this Summer, 
and the John Wall 30-inch dialyte, the largest refractor ever to have 
been mounted in the U.K.

Further information on the HCO can be found on their website:       
http://www.hanwellobservatory.org.uk                                               SW

The SHA’s new mode of Internet communication

SHA e~NEWS
A disappearing world 
of amateur astronomy

The Chambers 
Dictionary in part defines 
the term ‘amateur’ as “An 
enthusiast or admirer; a 
person who practises 
something for the love of it, 
not as a profession.”  

Astronomy owes much 
to the amateur, whether 
they be the wealthy “grand 
amateur” astronomer of the 
days before this science 
became a paid profession, or 
the ingenious and often 
quirky amateur astronomer 
of, dare I say it, the “Patrick 
Moore Era.”

But we are now living in 
a time when there is a very 
real need to make the effort 
to preserve a disappearing 
world of amateur astronomy. 
One defined by remarkable, 
sometimes Heath-Robinson-
esque ingenuity and the 
willingness to build complex 
equipment, especially 
telescopes, from scratch.  A 
world endangered by a flood 
of cheap, good quality 
telescopes from the East, 
which while opening 
astronomy to more people 
than ever before, offer no 
incentive to build and 
experiment.  

As historians, profess-
ional or amateur, it is our 
duty, surely, not let this 
world disappear unrecorded.

Stuart Wi"iams, Editor

SUN, STARGAZERS AND SANDWICHES IN HANWELL

SHA picnicers mount the remarkable rotating ga"ery of the 30-inch reflector
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     We are pleased to report that 
the first issue of the new SHA 
Bu"etin is now on its way to SHA 
members. The Bu"etin contains 
similar material to the Newsletter, 
though at 52 pages the first issue is 
slightly longer than any issue of the 
earlier publication. We hope that 
you enjoy the Bu"etin. Feedback is 
always welcome. If you have not 

received your copy by the end of July please contact 
me: newsletter@shastro.org.uk

A bug in the Bulletin?

J.F.M. Clark, Bugs and the Victorians, Yale Univ. 
Press, £25.00, pp336.  J.F.M. 

Clark’s Bugs and the Victorians describes the 
development of entomology during the nineteenth 
century. In the process it charts the evolution of a 
hobby pursued by often eccentric amateur 
collectors into a professional academic discipline. 
This change is mirrored in other sciences during 
the same period. There is no astronomical content 
in Bugs and the Victorians, so it is not suitable for 
review in the Bu"etin. However, because of the 
wider issues in the development of Victorian 
science, we would like to carry a mini-review in the 
‘also noticed’ column. Such an item should be one, 
two or exceptionally three paragraphs long. We 
would welcome such a contribution from anyone 
who has read the book, though again you should 

contact me first, in case one has already been 
offered.

DVD about Venetia Burney

Naming Pluto, prod./dir. Ginita Jimenez, Father 
Films, 40 min. inc. extras, £9.99.  

Venetia Phair née Burney died earlier this year 
aged 90. She achieved international fame briefly in 
1930 when, at the age of 11, she suggested the name, 
Pluto, that was adopted for Clyde Tombaugh’s 
newly discovered ‘planet’ (Pluto was considered a 
planet for some decades after its discovery, but is 
now regarded as the first trans-Neptunian object to 
be found). Always quiet and self-effacing, Venetia 
Burney subsequently pursued a successful career. 
She read mathematics at Cambridge, qualified as a 
chartered accountant and later taught economics 
and mathematics. She married in 1947. In 2007 it 
was arranged for her to see Pluto through a 
telescope for the first time.

Ginita Jimenez has produced a short (13-
minute) documentary about Venetia Burney that 
was well-received. It is now available (with extras) 
as a DVD. To obtain a copy see URL http://
www.fatherfilms.com/shop/. For a review see, for 
example, http://www.astroengine.com/?p=3165.

The Bu"etin would be pleased to carry a review 
from anyone who has seen the DVD. A typical 
length would be 500-1000 words. However, please 
check with me (e-mail: newsletter@shastro.org.uk) 
before contributing one, in case one has been 
offered in the interim.

Clive Davenha",  Editor, SHA Bu"etin

SHA BULLETIN BULLETIN

COULD YOU WRITE A BOOK REVIEW?
Have you read a good book lately about the 

history of astronomy?  
Would you like other SHA 
members to know about it?
     Would you consider 
writing a book review for 
the new SHA Bu"etin? 
If so, please get in touch 
with me by email to:  
library@shastro.org.uk 
     Help and guidance can 
be given at all stages. Many 
thanks.

 Madeline Cox, 
Book Reviews Editor

RAS LIBRARY SATURDAY OPENINGS
Remaining Saturday Openings of the Royal 

Astronomical Society Library for this year are:        
1 August,  5 September,  3 October,  7 November,  5  
December.  Opening  times   10.00 - 12.30,  13.30 - 
17.00.  

Anyone wishing to view the RAS Library on 
these dates should contact the Librarian, Peter 
Hingley, in advance to let him know of anything 
special they  need, especially  older journals and 
Reserve Collection  books.  Contact Peter Hingley 
by email:  pdh@ras.org.uk or by telephone during 
office hours:  020 7734 4582 extension 215.  

Royal Astronomical Society Library, Burlington 
House, Piccadilly, London, W1J 0BQ. Website:  
www.ras.org.uk                       

PDH/SW

Clive Davenha"
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SATURDAY 18 JULY, 10.15 - 16.45:
JOINT MEETING & AGMS OF THE SIS AND 
SHA AT THE NMM, GREENWICH

For the first time ever, the SHA AGM & 
summer Conference is taking place as a Joint 
Meeting with the Scientific Instrument Society, on 
Saturday 18 July in the Leopold Muller Theatre of 
the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, 
thanks to the NMM.  SHA members will receive a 
booking flyer by post.  Details are also included in 
the email accompanying this issue.

PROGRAMME
1015 Registration and Coffee
1045  Introduction
1100 Neil Handley,  ‘Some remarks on 

the role of opticians in supplying the ‘business’ of 
astronomy’.  Followed by:  Peter de Clercq, 
‘Thomas Bugge’s travel journal of 1777’.  Then:
Marcus Cavalier, ‘An Englishman's castle is his 
observatory’.  The last presentation of the morning 
session is:  Allan Mills, ‘The discovery of helium in 
the Sun’.

1230  Lunch break  [buffet lunch if booked]
1400  AGMs (to be run concurrently)
1500 Tea
1530 Allan Chapman, ‘The history of the 

telescope from Harriot to Hubble’
1645 Close
Registration fees:  £7.50 without lunch.  £17.50 

with lunch.  Booking is essential and should be 
made asap.  See email and flyer for details.

Gilbert Satterthwaite/SW

SUNDAY 26 JULY, 11.00 – 17.00:
(IYA2009)TELESCOPE 400
THOMAS HARRIOT DAY AT SYON PARK

Come and celebrate the 400th anniversary of 
Thomas Harriot’s historic telescope observations 
of the Moon made from Syon Park, Brentford on 
26 July 1609, in an activity day for all the family.

Unveiling of Thomas Harriot Memorial

At 16.30 a memorial plaque to Harriot will be 
unveiled. Visitors are invited to attend the 
ceremony to be performed by Lord Egremont of 
Petworth, close to the location of Harriot’s 
observations of the Moon on 26 July 1609.

Evening Lecture and Reception 17.30 - 20.00

A lecture – ‘Thomas Harriot: the Englishman 
who beat Galileo’ - will be given by Dr Allan 
Chapman, of Wadham College, University of 
Oxford. This will be followed by a buffet 
reception, with music of Harriot’s time.

Full programme details may be found on  
http://www.telescope400.org.uk

Tickets are now on sale via the website’s 
Lecture/Reception link.

Telescope400 is sponsored by the Royal 
Astronomical Society.

Gilbert Satterthwaite

History of Astronomy Event Previews for 2009

National Maritime Museum, Greenwich

SHA Hon. President Dr. A"an Chapman tries out a replica of   
Thomas Harriot's telescope
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SHA MEETINGS IN 2009
Sat. 31 October  SHA 

Autumn Conference, Dickens 
Room, Birmingham & Midland 
Institute (www.bmi.org.uk).  
Theme:  ‘Open’ - programme now 
full.  Contact Kevin Kilburn: 
kkilburn@globalnet.co.uk      SW

COUNCIL MEETINGS 2009 
 21 February:  Burlington 

House, London.  13 June: BMI, 
Birmingham.  12 September:  
BMI, Birmingham.  November: 
IOA, Cambridge, TBC.    SW/CD
   
OTHER EVENTS IN 2009

Sat. 18 July 11.00 
Astronomy and Archaeology 
at Jodrell Bank

Find out about astronomy 
through the ages with Jodrell 
Bank astronomers and leading 
archaeologists.  Hear about new 
discoveries at Stonehenge, 
Egyptian Astronomy and the 
Pyramids, and Skywatching with 
the Aztecs and Mayans. Family 
workshops.  Advance tickets (£4 
adults, £2 children) from the 
visitor centre office on 01477 571 
339.  Follows on from the 17 July 

conference "Archaeology and 
Astronomy: Disciplines in 
Collision or Collusion?" Organ-
ised by the Prehistoric Society 
and the RAS.  See:  http://
www.prehistoricsociety.org     

          MC
August:  Celebrations of 

the Life & Work of  Thomas 
Harriot at South Downs 
Planetarium, Chichester

Thomas Harriot – A Brief Report

 A new illustrated booklet 
has been written celebrating the 
remarkable life, achievements 
and observations of Thomas 
Harriot.  The foreword is by Sir 
Patrick Moore and also includes 
his 1949 Lunar observations.  On 
sale at £3.50 or £4.50 by post 
from South Downs Planetarium.

Thomas Harriot Exhibition

Opens 1 August 14.00 – 17.00 
at the South Downs 
Planetarium.  Includes illus-
trations of Thomas Harriot’s life 
and work plus Sir Patrick 
Moore’s unique Lunar drawings.  
Booking is not essential. 
Admission Free.

Illustrated Lecture describing the 
unique life and work of Thomas 
Harriot.

2 and 4 August, 15.30, in the 
Lecture Room at the South 
Downs Planetarium.  Presented 
by Ann Mills FRAS.  Booking 
essential.  Tickets £5 including 
the exhibition from 14.30 and 
the Lecture which commences at 
15.30.  Tickets available from 
South Downs Planetarium. 

For more information, to 
make bookings or place orders 
please contact The South Downs 
Planetarium, Sir Patrick Moore 
Building, Kingsham Farm, 
Kingsham Road, Chichester, 
West Sussex. PO19 8RP.  Tel: 
01243 774400.  http://
www.southdowns.org.uk          GS
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Ball Library in Birmingham.  
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butes society news.
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Editor of the SHA 
Bu"etin and contri-
butes timely news.

Calendar in Brief 2009
Thurs. 1 January

SHA Subscription Renewals due.  
Contact Peter Hingley pdh@ras.org.uk

Sat. 28 March

SHA Joint Meeting with RMetS, RAS, 
Burlington House, London.

Sat. 18 April

SHA David Dewhirst Meeting, IOA, 
Cambridge.

Mon. 20 - Thur. 23 April

European Week of Astronomy and 
Space Science, including RAS NAM etc:  
www.jenam2009.eu

Fri. 8 May

Mars Before the Space Age, RAS, 
Burlington House, London.

Sat. 4 July

SHA Summer Picnic, Hanwell 
Community Observatory. Oxfordshire.

Sat. 18 July

SHA AGM & Summer Conference, 
NMM, Greenwich.

Sat. 31 October

SHA Autumn Conference, BMI.
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