SHA
eNews
Society for the History of Astronomy electronic news
Volume 4, no. 1, January 2012.

Season’s Greetings
- 1 / 17 -

Editor: Clive Davenhall

In this issue
Dates for the Diary
SHA news
Editorial
2012 Meeting Programme
2012 Spring Conference
2012 Summer Outing
Future Events
The Survey of Astronomical History
2011 Autumn Conference
Council and Officers
Council Meetings in 2012
The Antiquarian Astronomer
SHA Bulletin
Web site

Membership subscription for 2012

Other news
BAA Historical Section Meeting
TGR Renascent Books and The Castle of Knowledge
RAS Library Saturday opening
Exhibition: Astronomical: the Beauty of a Thousand Stars
Last Few Days: Exhibition: Atkinson Grimshaw: Painter of Moonlight

eNews admin
Next Issue
Contact Details

Cover Picture
This charming image shows Santa using a telescope and star chart (on a polar projection, naturally) to
plan his journey. It is from a Russian New Year postcard dated 1986. In the Soviet era celebration of
Christmas was discouraged and many of the traditional customs simply transferred to the New Year.
The rabbit is also a stock character in Russian Christmas or New Year imagery.
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Dates for the Diary
Sat. 28 Apr. SHA Spring Conference, at the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich. Full
details are given later in this eNews.
Sat. 5 May. Astronomy in the Industrial Age (1700-1900), BAA Historical Section Meeting
at Soho House, Birmingham (non-SHA event). Further details are given later in this eNews.
Sat. 9 Jun. SHA Summer Outing at Carr House and St Michael’s Church, Much Hoole,
Lancashire, from where Jeremiah Horrocks made the first observation of a transit of Venus in
1639. Details are given later in this eNews.
Sat. 27 Jul. SHA Summer Picnic at the Institute of Astronomy, Cambridge. This picnic marks
the tenth anniversary of the Founding of the SHA and there will be talks to commemorate the
occasion. Further details TBC.
Mon. 24 to Sat. 29 Sep. SEAC 2012: Ancient Cosmologies and Modern Prophets. Annual
meeting of the Société Européene pour L’Astronomie dans la Culture (SEAC). To be hosted
by the Research Centre of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts (ZRC-SAZU),
Ljubljana, Slovenia. See http://seac2012.zrc-sazu.si. The flyer for the first announcement is
available at http://www.archeoastronomy.org/downloads/seac2012-1announcement.pdf. Note
the deadline for submission of abstracts for contributions is 1 May 2012 (non-SHA event).
Sat. 27 Oct. SHA Autumn Conference and AGM, at the BMI in central Birmingham. Further
details TBC. The programme will include talks by members presenting their own research.
Anyone interested in giving a talk should contact Peter Hingley, the Meetings Secretary
(contact details at the end of this eNews).

Exhibitions
Last Few Days: Until Sun. 15 Jan. 2012: Atkinson Grimshaw: Painter of Moonlight, at the
Guildhall Art Gallery, London. Further details are given later in this eNews.
Until Sun. 11 Mar 2012: Astronomical: the Beauty of a Thousand Stars, at the Derby
Museum and Art Gallery, Derby. Further details are given later in this eNews.
___________________________________________________________________________
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Editorial
Welcome to the first issue of the SHA eNews for 2012. This issue lists the SHA events that
will be held during 2012 and gives full details for the Spring Conference, which is to be held
Saturday 28 April. An interesting and varied programme has been assembled for this meeting;
we hope that you will attend and encourage you to book well in advance. Details are included
below. The much delayed SHA Bulletin no. 21 was dispatched recently and volume 6 of The
Antiquarian Astronomer should be distributed shortly. We hope that you find something of
interest in both publications.
There were significant changes to the SHA Council at the AGM held in October. The
Chairman, Gilbert Satterthwaite, and General Secretary, Kevin Kilburn both stood down after
seven and four years respectively. The Society owes both of them an enormous debt of
gratitude and thanks them most warmly for their contributions. Various Councillors and
Officers were elected, co-opted or appointed, including Madeline Cox as Chairman and
Stuart Williams returning to the post of General Secretary. A full list of the Council and
Officers is included below.
Last, but by no means least, it only remains to wish all readers the compliments of the season
and best wishes for 2012.
Clive Davenhall

2012 Meeting Programme
During 2012 the SHA will hold the usual Spring and Autumn Conferences, with the latter
being combined with the AGM. In addition there will be a Summer Outing to Carr House and
St Michael’s Church, Much Hoole, Lancashire on the Saturday closest to the 2012 transit of
Venus. It was from Carr House that Jeremiah Horrocks made the first observations of a Venus
transit in 1639. Details of the Spring Conference and Summer Outing follow below.
2012 marks the tenth anniversary of the founding of the SHA and to mark this milestone a
special Summer Picnic will be held at the Institute of Astronomy (IOA), Cambridge. There
will be several talks to celebrate the Society’s first ten years. Further details of this important
occasion will be announced in due course.
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2012 Spring Conference
The SHA Spring Conference for 2012 will be held on Saturday 28 April and will make a
welcome return to the impressive surroundings of the National Maritime Museum (NMM),
Greenwich . The programme is as follows.
9:30 Registration
10:00 Madeline Cox, Welcome to the NMM
10:15 Gilbert Satterthwaite, Being an Astronomer
at the Royal Observatory in the 1950s
11:15 Coffee break
11:45 Roger Davies, The Gemini Telescopes –
Britain’s Quest for Large Telescopes
13:00 Lunch
14:30 Madeline Cox, Welcome back
14:30 Mike Dworetsky, The Mill Hill Observatory of the University of London – and
Maximising its Historic Instruments
15:30 Afternoon break
16:00 Roger Jones, The SHA Survey of Astronomical History
17:00 Madeline Cox, Close
Tickets are £10 per person and should be booked in advance (a tear-off slip is enclosed
below). Guests or non-members are most welcome. Light refreshments will be provided at
breaks, but delegates are asked to make their own provision for lunch. There is an excellent
café/restaurant nearby in the Museum and pubs within walking distance. A flyer with a
booking slip is included with this eNews.
The address of the NMM is National Maritime Museum, Romney Road, Greenwich, London
SE10 9NF (telephone: 020 8858 4422). Further details, including directions, are available on
the Museum’s Web site: http://www.nmm.ac.uk/
Brief details of the speakers are as follows.
Gilbert Satterthwaite, Being an Astronomer at the Royal Observatory in the 1950s
Gilbert was the Society’s Chairman 2004-2011 and will be well-known to most
members. He was a member of staff at the Royal Observatory in the post-war years and
made the last observations with the Airy Transit Circle. This talk should include many
fascinating insights into the Observatory’s routine in the mid-century.
Roger Davies, The Gemini telescopes – Britain’s Quest for Large Telescopes
Prof. Davies is Philip Wetton Professor of Astrophysics at the University of Oxford and
currently President of the RAS. He is a cosmologist and co-discoverer of the ‘Great
Attractor.’ He led the UK participation in the construction of the Gemini telescopes.
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Mike Dworetsky, The Mill Hill Observatory of the University of London
Dr Mike Dworetsky is a long-serving Senior Astronomer at the University of London
Observatory, Mill Hill and was the Observatory’s Acting Director and then Director from
1996 until his (notional) retirement in 2008. He will describe the history of this institution
and its important historic instruments.
Roger Jones, An Overview of the SHA Survey
Roger is the organiser of the Society’s Survey of Local Astronomical History and will be
well-known to many members. He will present an overview of the Survey together with
some nuggets from it.

2012 Summer Outing
The SHA will hold a Summer Outing on
Saturday 9 June to Carr House and St
Michael’s church, Much Hoole, near
Preston in Lancashire. It was from Carr
House that Jeremiah Horrocks made the
first observations of a Transit of Venus in
1639. Horrocks had connections with the
nearby church of St Michael (he is often
mistakenly said to have been a curate
there) and the church has various
Carr House, Much Hoole
memorabilia associated with him. The
outing will include visits to both locations.
It will be held on the Saturday closest to the transit of Venus on 6 June (the end of which will
just be visible from the UK immediately after dawn, weather permitting). The next transits of
Venus will not occur until December 2117 and 2125.
The visit will be hosted by Clive and Jane Elphick who own Carr House and who have very
kindly offered to show us the upstairs room from where Horrocks is thought to have made the
famous observation. SHA Hon. President, Dr Allan Chapman, who is also an Hon. Friend of
St Michael’s church, will give a talk, commencing approximately 2pm (TBC) in the church,
about the historical significance of this important observation. We are very grateful to the
Revd Derek Baines, Rector of St. Michael’s, for making this venue available. Attendees
should aim to arrive in the car park adjacent to the church around 1pm. The church postcode
and Web site are respectively PR4 5JQ and http://www.hoolevillage.com/home/st_michaels/
index.html.
IAU Colloquium 196: Transits of Venus: New Views of the Solar System and Galaxy included
a visit to Carr House and St Michael’s on the day of the previous transit, 8 June 2004. The
write-up of that occasion in the Newsletter (no. 4, November 2004, p14) gives a foretaste of
this summer’s offering.
- 6 / 17 -

Pre-booking is essential because the visit is to the
private home of Dr and Mrs Elphick and they need
to know numbers well in advance. Anyone
interested in attending should contact the meeting
organiser, Kevin Kilburn, without delay. His address
is: Kevin J. Kilburn FRAS, Moon Cottage, 158 Low
Leighton Road, New Mills, High Peak, Derbyshire
SK22 4JF (e-mail: kkilburn@globalnet.co.uk).
Formally there is no charge for the meeting, but a
donation of £10 per head to the Friends of the
Church of St Michael’s would be much appreciated.
Funds raised will go towards the upkeep of this
beautiful and historic church and the continuing
protection of the Horrocks Memorial window.

View from the window through
which Jeremiah Horrocks observed
the transit

This outing is a unique opportunity to visit one of the most important places in the
history of British astronomy.
Kevin Kilburn has sent the following note with additional details:
Following the SHA Autumn Conference, October 2011, when I said that it had not been
possible to contact people at Much Hoole re what was then to be our proposed Summer
Picnic 2012, Mike Frost very kindly put me in contact with Dr Clive Elphick, the owner of
Carr House from where in 1639 is thought to have been the first to observe a transit of Venus.
Several e-mails were exchanged and it was proposed that I go to Carr House in early
December to meet Clive and the rector of St Michael’s and All Angels, Much Hoole, to
introduce myself and the SHA and discuss the logistics of a visit by SHA members just three
days after the last transit of Venus in our lifetime at dawn on 6 June 2012. It is intended that
our visit will generate funds for the church in support of the Horrocks memorial.
A close friend, Mrs Lynda Cross, and I arrived at Carr House, noon, Saturday 3 December, to
be met by Clive who took us to St. Michael’s where we were introduced to Revd Derek Baines.
He is a newcomer to the church but was aware of its important connections with Horrocks
and Carr House. We discussed the proposed SHA visit and were shown Horrocks
memorabilia that SHA members will see next June. It was suggested that if Dr Allan
Chapman was to give a talk, it should be at the church before going to Carr House. Both
Clive and Derek expressed their keen interest and support of an SHA visit to Much Hoole that
would help record the 2012 transit in their close community. The Stones family built St
Michael’s chapel in 1628 in the style of Carr House and later donated two silver Communion
chalices and a platen that we will see during our visit.
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Other than the SHA outing, there is to be a local celebratory dinner commencing on the
evening of 5 June, extending into the following morning to commemorate the transit, with the
slim possibility of seeing egress at sunrise to which Lynda and I have been invited.
We returned to Carr House to a very pleasant lunch with Clive and his wife, Jane, who had
offered to prepare a buffet for the originally intended SHA picnic. However, at the 12
November SHA Council meeting, in my absence promoting the SHA at Leeds Astro Meet, it
was decided that the Much Hoole picnic be re-badged as a SHA summer outing (albeit
without changing the itinerary). That works in our favour in support of the church funds by
removing any obligation on Jane to provide a buffet and allowing numbers to be maximised
to around 40-50 by inviting other interested parties. SHA members have priority but a lot of
interest has been shown by the BAA Historical Section and the North West Group of
Astronomical Societies.
SHA members must pre-book ASAP. It is essential that Clive, Jane and Derek know well in
advance how many to expect. The summer outing at Much Hoole and Carr House, 9 June
2012, offers much of interest to the astronomical historian.
Kevin Kilburn

Future Events
Events being considered for future years are outlined below. All comments and suggestions
are most welcome and should be sent to the Meetings Secretary, Peter Hingley. Contact
details are given at the end of this eNews.

2013
The following events are under consideration for 2013:
✦ For the Spring Conference we hope to return to the splendid historic venue of Chetham’s

Library in Manchester (for details of the Library see http://www.chethams.org.uk).
✦ An option being considered for the Summer Picnic is Bletchley Park in Buckinghamshire,

the famous site of wartime code-breaking efforts (for details of Bletchley Park see
http://www.bletchleypark.org).
✦ The Autumn Conference and AGM will be held on Saturday 26 October at the

Birmingham and Midland Institute in central Birmingham. The programme will include
talks by members presenting their own research. Anyone interested in giving a talk should
contact Peter Hingley, the Meetings Secretary (contact details at the end of this eNews).

- 8 / 17 -

2014
We are investigating the possibilities of a joint meeting with the BAA Historical Section. We
are also considering a meeting somewhere in the South West of England, perhaps in Bristol
or perhaps with some connection to the Norman Lockyer Observatory in Sidmouth
(http://www.normanlockyer.org/).

The Survey of Astronomical History
Since the Society’s inception one of its important activities, indeed one of the reasons for its
founding, is its County Survey of the local astronomical history of the British Isles, which
aims to compile a record of past astronomical activities in all British and Irish counties. 2012
is the Society’s tenth anniversary and much has been achieved. Many English counties are
well-documented. There is quite a lot of information for the Welsh counties as a result of the
work of SHA member Bryn Jones. However, for a slew of English counties and most Scottish
and Irish (both North and South) ones little or no information is available.
As part of the tenth anniversary activities the Society aims to ensure that at least one
astronomer is listed for every county in the British Isles, and more are added where possible.
The Society needs your help to achieve this goal. If you have an interest in, or knowledge
about, a particular county you could consider adopting it as the County Co-ordinator.
However, alternative contributions are also most welcome. The Survey Co-ordinator, Roger
Jones (e-mail ziksby@gmail.com), is always delighted to receive new information, which
does not need to be exhaustive; snippets and oddments are valuable and welcome.
Contributing is simple and straightforward.
To encourage work on the Survey the Society is going to hold a competition to run until
September. Prize(s) will be awarded to the member or members submitting the best short
essay presenting their original research within the scope of the Survey, as judged by Council.
A letter circulated with this eNews gives preliminary details and further particulars, including
the prize(s), will be announced early in the New Year.

2011 Autumn Conference
The SHA Autumn Conference and AGM was held on Saturday 29 October at the
Birmingham and Midland Institute in central Birmingham. The AGM was held immediately
after lunch. Chairman Gilbert Satterthwaite, and General Secretary Kevin Kilburn both stood
down after seven and four years respectively and were warmly thanked for their enormous
contribution to the Society. A new Council was elected, including Madeline Cox as
Chairman, Gilbert Satterthwaite as Vice-Chairman to ensure continuity and Stuart Williams
returning to the role of General Secretary. Peter Hingley was elected to the new post of
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Meetings Secretary as well as continuing as Membership Secretary. Full details of the current
Council and Officers are given below.
In the meeting proper Brian Sheen spoke on John Couch Adams and John Dee and Clive
Davenhall discussed various aspects of pre-space age observations of Mars. Dr Allan
Chapman concluded the proceedings with a characteristically eloquent and informed
presentation on Airy’s staff at the Royal Greenwich Observatory. A full report will appear in a
future issue of the Bulletin.

Council and Officers
Following the AGM on 29 October the current (January 2012) and complete list of SHA
Councillors and Officers is as follows.

Elected Officers
Chairman (and Head Librarian)
Madeline Cox
chair@shastro.org.uk
Vice-Chairman
Gilbert E. Satterthwaite
gesatterthwaite@btinternet.com
General Secretary (also Webmaster and Research Librarian)
Stuart Williams
secretary@shastro.org.uk
Treasurer (and Associate Editor, The Antiquarian Astronomer)
Roger Hutchins
roger.hutchins@magd.oxon.org
Meetings Secretary and Membership Secretary
Peter Hingley
pdh@ras.org.uk

Councillors
Journal Editor, The Antiquarian Astronomer
Kevin Johnson
Editor Bulletin and eNews
Clive Davenhall
Publicity Secretary
Mike Leggett, FRAS
SHA Survey Co-ordinator
Roger Jones
Archivist
Mark Hurn, FRAS
Councillors without additional specific duties
Jerry Grover
Kevin Kilburn
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kevin.liam.johnson@googlemail.com
newsletter@shasto.org.uk
leggett189@btinternet.com
ziksby@gmail.com
hurnm@ast.cam.ac.uk

jerryg@globalnet.co.uk
kkilburn@globalnet.co.uk

Appointed officers
Membership Records Officer
Tony Kinder, FRAS
Assistant Editor, The Antiquarian Astronomer
Ellis P. Sharpe
Layout Editor, Bulletin
Peter Grego

Anthony_kinder@hotmail.com
Elliss.sharpe@btinternet.com
petermoon1@yahoo.co.uk

Council Meetings in 2012
The following Council meetings are scheduled for 2012:
Sat. 25 February, at the Birmingham and Midland Institute, Birmingham,
Sat. 23 June, at the premises of the RAS, Burlington House, London,
Sat. 8 September, at the premises of the RAS, Burlington House, London,
Sat. 10 November, at the Institute of Astronomy, Cambridge.
Provisionally the 25 February meeting will start at 12:30 pm and the others at 1:00 pm.
Council meetings are not open due to lack of space, but any member may attend by prior
arrangement with the General Secretary. Similarly, if you have any issue that you would like
to raise with Council then please contact the General Secretary in advance (contact details at
the end of this eNews).

The Antiquarian Astronomer
We are pleased to report that volume 6 of The Antiquarian Astronomer is on schedule to be
distributed to members shortly. Work on volume 7 is already in progress and it should be
distributed around the start of 2013. Papers for consideration for publication in The
Antiquarian Astronomer are always welcome. Papers should present original research in the
history of astronomy and are externally refereed prior to publication. If you are interested in
submitting one then please contact the Editor, Kevin Johnson (contact details at the end of
this eNews), who will be pleased to advise.

SHA Bulletin
We are most pleased to report that the much-delayed issue 21 of the SHA Bulletin was
dispatched to members during December. We apologise without reservation for the delays
and are considering how our procedures might be amended avoid similar problems in the
future. In the meantime, if you think that you should have received a copy of the Bulletin and
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have not done so then please contact the Editor, Clive Davenhall or Peter Hingley (who
handles distribution) and we will arrange for a copy to be sent (contact details at the end of
this eNews).
Contributions for inclusion in the Bulletin are always welcome and might include meeting
reports, articles, letters and book reviews. Letters and short articles could include
photographs that you have discovered, informal descriptions of an observatory or astronomer
or other interesting snippets from your local knowledge, research or reading. All such items
can also contribute to the Society’s Survey.
It is usually prudent to check with the Editor before preparing items, particularly for meeting
reports and book reviews, where duplication is a possibility. All correspondence should be
sent to Clive Davenhall (contact details at the end of this eNews).

Web site
The URL of the SHA Web site has changed; it is now:
http://www.freewebs.com/sochistastro/
The previous URL (http://www.shastro.org.uk) no longer functions correctly. (Strictly
speaking the freewebs URL has been current for some time and the previous URL redirected
to it. However, the redirection no longer works properly, so the freewebs URL should be
used directly.)

Membership subscription for 2012
Membership subscriptions for 2012 are now due. Cheques should be made payable to ‘The
Society for the History of Astronomy’ and sent to the Membership Secretary, Peter Hingley
(contact details at the end of this eNews). The table below lists the 2012 rates for the various
categories of membership. If you have not renewed your subscription by 31 March 2012
then, in accordance with the Society’s Constitution, your membership will be deemed to have
lapsed.
Membership category
Ordinary Membership
Family Membership
Concessionary Membership
Institutional Membership
Overseas Supplement

Amount
£25.00
£30.00
£20.00
£20.00
£10.00

__________________________________________________________________________
- 12 / 17 -

Other news
BAA Historical Section Meeting
The next meeting of the BAA Historical Section will be held on Saturday 5 May 2012 from
10:00 am to 5:00pm at Soho House, Handsworth, Birmingham. Soho House was the home of
the eighteenth-century industrialist Matthew Boulton and meeting place of the Lunar Society,
whose members included James Watt, Erasmus Darwin and Josiah Wedgwood. The theme of
the meeting will be Astronomy in the Industrial Age (1700-1900) and the following people
will be speaking:
Kevin Kilburn, The Forgotten Star Atlas: Bevis’s Uranographica Brittanica
Mike Leggett, Bryan Donkin, FRS: Engineer, Industrialist and Astronomer
Mike Maunder, The Early Years of Astrophotography
Allan Chapman, James Naysmith: Astronomer of Fire (Keynote speaker)
plus one speaker to be confirmed. We are hoping that tours of Soho House will also be
available. For further details see the BAA Historical Section Web site: http://
www.britastro.org/history or contact the Section Director, Mike Frost (frostma@aol.com).
SHA members are most welcome.

TGR Renascent Books and The Castle of Knowledge
TGR Renascent Books is a small publishing venture
run by SHA member Gordon Roberts and his wife
Elizabeth. It specialises in publishing new editions
of historical mathematical and scientific texts from
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. This project
was first suggested by some Council members the
British Society for the History of Mathematics
(BSHM), of which Gordon is also a member. Since
it was established several years ago Renascent has
successfully republished several important texts.
Each book is a carefully recreated facsimile, newly
typeset using modern techniques but carefully
duplicating the typography, original spellings,
grammar and illustrations of every page of the
original. This approach gives much better results
than merely photographically reproducing a copy of
a three or four hundred year old original.

An astronomer uses a cross-staff in
Joseph Moxon’s A Tutor to
Astronomie and Geographie (1659)

Renascent have recently republished the first edition
of Robert Recorde’s The Castle of Knowledge (1556), a treatise on Ptolemaic astronomy
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written in the form of a dialogue between a master and a scholar. It is an original and
exhaustive study which Recorde intended to modernise Proclus and Sacrobosco, and is
particularly important because it is the first English book to mention the heliocentric theories
of Nicolaus Copernicus.
A second astronomical work that Renascent have issued is Joseph Moxon’s A Tutor to
Astronomie and Geographie (1659) which teaches Ptolemaic astronomy and geography and
the now largely forgotten skill of using globes to solve many problems in astronomy,
geography and navigation. In addition to these texts a number of early mathematical works
are also in print, including several by Recorde.
Renascent’s astronomical, and perhaps also mathematical, texts will be of interest to many
SHA members. All their books are reasonably priced and post free in the UK. Further
information including a detailed specification and description of each book, together with
example ‘look-inside’ pages, prices and ordering information are available from their Web
site at: http://www.renascentbooks.co.uk. Their e-mail address is tgr@renascentbooks.co.uk
or alternatively they can be contacted at: TGR Renascent Books, 27, Springdale Court,
Mickleover, Derby, DE3 9SW.

RAS Library Saturday opening
By kind invitation SHA members may use the RAS Library in their premises in Burlington
House. In addition to normal weekday opening the Library usually also opens on the first
Saturday of each Month, Bank Holidays excepted. For the remainder of 2011 the Library will
be open 10:00 am – 12:30 pm and 1:30 - 5:00 pm on the following Saturdays:
7 Jan, 4 Feb, 3 March, 14 April, 12 May, 9 June, 7 July, 1 Sept, 6 Oct, 3 Nov
and 1 Dec.
Note that the June date is delayed by a week and there is no date in August because of Her
Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee and the Olympics respectively. There will only be one member of
staff on duty so it will be necessary to ring the bell and wait to be admitted; if the delay is
excessive please telephone 020-7734-4582, ext. 215. You are advised to confirm out-of-hours
openings with the Librarian (see below) before undertaking a lengthy journey. Similarly,
readers wishing to see anything specialised, especially older runs of journals and ‘reserve
collection’ books circa 1900-90, must contact the Librarian in advance to ensure that these
materials can be got out.
As well as individual visits by Fellows and others these days are a good opportunity for
astronomical societies and the like to book for a guided tour of the Library and a look at some
of the Society’s ‘treasures.’ Such parties should be kept to an approximate limit of twentyfive persons; ‘other halves’ are of course welcome if they are interested. Obviously such
visits must be arranged in advance with the Librarian, Peter Hingley (e-mail pdh@ras.org.uk;
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other details at the end of this eNews). Finally, there is no guarantee that the Saturday
openings will continue beyond the end of 2012, so individuals wishing to make use of them,
or astronomical societies wishing to visit Burlington House to view the Society’s collections,
are earnestly encouraged to do so while the facility is available.

Exhibition: Astronomical: the Beauty of a Thousand Stars
The Derby Museum and Art Gallery, Derby is currently hosting the exhibition Astronomical:
the Beauty of a Thousand Stars which features items from the Museum’s collections
depicting astronomical imagery, including plates from Flamsteed’s Atlas Coelestis
(Flamsteed was born in Denby in Derbyshire). The exhibition is part of the Wright of Derby
festival to celebrate the painter Joseph Wright (1734-97), of whose work the Museum has an
important collection. Wright’s work often includes scientific equipment, such as The Orrery
or An Experiment on a Bird in the Air Pump.
The exhibition runs until 11 March 2012. For further information see:
http://www.derby.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/museums-and-galleries/information-and-advice/
Madeline Cox has sent the following note about the exhibition:
This small exhibition features astronomical objects held in the collections of Derby Museum
and Art Gallery. It celebrates the purchase in 2010 of a second edition of John Flamsteed’s
Atlas Coelestis, published in 1753. Flamsteed, the first Astronomer Royal, was born at Denby
near Derby in 1646.
The Atlas itself is on display, and its pages are regularly turned to allow the visitor to view
the different constellations. It is one of best-known star atlases and a joy to see.
The other major item on display is a facsimile working model of the orrery depicted in Joseph
Wright’s painting ‘A philosopher lecturing on the orrery’, painted in 1766. The model is large
and stands on the floor. Like Flamsteed, Wright was a local man (born 1734) and some of his
other paintings are shown here, all depicting the Moon.
Other objects in the exhibition are pieces of pottery and jewellery, a small brass telescope,
and a number of old metal almanacs which look like coins. Unfortunately, it wasn’t possible
to read the details on them.
This is a small exhibition but if you are in Derby before March 2012 with a bit of time to
spare I would recommend you pay it a visit.
Madeline Cox
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Last Few Days Exhibition: Atkinson Grimshaw: Painter of Moonlight
The Guildhall Art Gallery, London is currently
presenting the exhibition Atkinson Grimshaw:
Painter of Moonlight featuring the work of the
self-taught Victorian landscape painter John
Atkinson Grimshaw (1836 -93). Atkinson
Grimshaw was fascinated by the play of light
on landscape and many of his paintings show
scenes illuminated by moonlight or the rising
or setting Sun. As such they are not specifically
astronomical but may appeal to some
members.
The exhibition runs until 15 January 2012. For
further details see:
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/Corporation/
LGNL_Services/Leisure_and_culture/
Museums_and_galleries/
Guildhall_Art_Gallery/
An extensive collection of Atkinson
Grimshaw’s work (unconnected with the
exhibition) is available on-line at: http://
www.johnatkinsongrimshaw.org/

Moonlight on the Lake, Roundhay Park,
Leeds by John Atkinson Grimshaw
(courtesy of
http://www.johnatkinsongrimshaw.org/)

__________________________________________________________________________
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eNews admin
Next Issue
The next issue will be circulated around 1 April 2012.
Contributions for inclusion in this issue should reach me by 17 March 2012.
Snippets for the eNews, typically notices of forthcoming events, are always welcome. Longer
items suitable for the SHA Bulletin are also welcome and should be sent to the same address.

Contact Details

All correspondence regarding the eNews or Bulletin should be sent to:
Clive Davenhall. 30, Millar Crescent, Morningside, Edinburgh, EH10 5HH, UK.
e-mail: newsletter@shastro.org.uk
All correspondence regarding The Antiquarian Astronomer should be sent to:
Kevin L. Johnson. 38, Tuns Hill Cottages, Reading, RG6 1NB, UK.
e-mail: theaa@shastro.org.uk
Membership or Meetings inquiries should be sent to the Membership and Meetings
Secretary:
Peter Hingley. The Librarian, Royal Astronomical Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly,
London, W1J 0BQ, UK. e-mail: pdh@ras.org.uk
General Communications to the Society should be sent to the General Secretary:
Stuart Williams. 26, Matlock Road, Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 3QD, UK. e-mail:
secretary@shastro.org.uk

SHA Web site: http://www.freewebs.com/sochistastro/
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