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 The Spring Conference 2018 of the SHA on Sat 21 

April at the Institute of Astronomy, Cambridge, se-

cured a record turnout. In total, 108 people participated 

– the first time that we have had a 3-figure attendance. 

Seven speakers covered topics from pre-history right 

up until the twenty-first century. 

Carolyn Kennett (author of a recent book on ar-

chaeoastronomy in Cornwall) and Brian Sheen (Di-

rector of the Roseland Observatory) spoke entertain-

ingly on Ancient Skies and the Megaliths of Cornwall. 

Both speakers are active in the Dark Skies: Bright 

Stars project, which has produced a number of pam-

phlets and walking guides on astronomical history 

themes – some of which were distributed to attendees.  

Our next speaker, Kevin Kilburn (Manchester AS) 

played a key role in the discovery of a rare star atlas of 

John Bevis in the archives of Manchester Astronomi-

cal Society. Kevin’s fascinating talk, The Forgotten 

Star Atlas, explained how this atlas related to other 

contemporary atlases and illustrated many interesting 

features of the atlas. It is thought to be worth up to 

£30,000 and is now kept safely at Chetham’s Library 

in Manchester. 

Over the lunch break, Rob Peeling (Reading AS) 

spoke about a hitherto lost log-book of Caroline 

Herschel that he had unearthed in the archives of the 

Royal Astronomical Society. Rob also delivered a 

short contribution later in the day concerning his work 

on updating the Bedford Catalogue of Admiral Wil-

liam Henry Smyth (this is now freely available on the 

Webb Society webpages). 

After the excellent buffet lunch, we were treated to 

wonderful night sky images, as the well-known astro-

photographer, Nik Szymanek, gave a historical over-

view of celestial photography (from Daguerreotypes to 

DSLRs) in The Road to Modern Astrophotography. 

Jonathan Maxwell – who had been involved with 

making optical instruments since leaving school to join 

the celebrated firm of Cooke Troughton and Simms in 

York – gave a revealing presentation on Some lesser 

known aspects regarding the evolution of refracting 

telescopes: from Lippershey’s spectacle lens to the 

Apochromats. 

To round off the afternoon (much to his own sur-

prise!), Bob Marriott (former Director of the BAA’s 

Instruments & Imaging Section) gave a fast-moving, 

expert account of the history of telescope mirror mak-

ing: The Silver on Glass Revolution. 

(see pictures of speakers on page 10)  

RECORD ATTENDANCE AT SHA SPRING CONFERENCE 

 

 

In
st

it
u

te
 o

f 
A

st
ro

n
o

m
y
, 
C

a
m

b
ri

d
g

e 

http://www.shastro.org.uk/


Volume 10, no. 2 SHA e-News May 2018 page 2 
 

 

FUTURE SHA MEETINGS 

2018 SUMMER PICNIC 

The 2018 Summer Picnic will be on Sat 30 June 

2018 at Norwich AS’s Seething Observatory, Toad 

Lane, Thwaite St Mary, Norfolk, NR35 2EQ. 

 Visit Norwich AS’s telescopes 

 Hear presentations about the history of Norwich 

AS, its observatories, and astronomy in Norwich 

 Picnic in the observatory grounds 

Fee: £3 (members & non-members). For more details 

and to register, please contact Dennis Osborne at meet-

ings@shastro.org.uk. The closing date for bookings 

will be 16 Jun 2018. 

2018 AUTUMN  CONFERENCE & AGM 

The SHA Autumn Conference for 2018 will be held 

at the Birmingham & Midland Institute, Margaret 

Street, Birmingham, B3 3BS, on Sat 27 October 

2018, 9.30 - 17.00.  

The speakers and their subjects will be given in the 

next issue of SHA e-News. 

Fee: £10 members, £15 non-members. For more de-

tails and pre-registration, please contact Dennis Os-

borne at meetings@shastro.org.uk 

2019 SPRING CONFERENCE 

This will be a two day event, to be held on Fri 12 Sat 

- 13 Apr 2019 at St.Anne’s College, Oxford. It will be 

a joint event between the SHA, the Paris Observatory, 

and the Astronomical Society of France (SAF).  

The Conference, involving speakers from the UK 

and France, will be on the Saturday. A walking tour of 

places of interest in the history of astronomy will take 

place on Friday. Further details will be given in due 

course. 

PRESENTATIONS & POSTERS? 

If you would like to give a presentation (brief or oth-

erwise), or exhibit posters relating to your research, at 

future SHA events please contact the General Secre-

tary. 

 

SHA COUNCIL 

 The current SHA Officers & Council are: 

Honorary Council Members 

Hon President Dr Allan Chapman 

Hon Vice-Pres. Dr Michael Hoskin 

Hon Vice-Pres. Prof. Sir Arnold Wolfendale, FRS 

Council Members 

Chairman Bob Bower 

Vice-Chair (& e-News Editor) David Sellers 

General Secretary Laura Carroll 

Treasurer  Geoff King 

Membership Secretary Gerard Gilligan 

Editors, SHA Bulletin Carolyn Kennett/ Len Adam 

Publicity Officer Mike Leggett 

Survey Coordinator Kevin Johnson 

Online Editor John Chuter 

Librarian James Dawson 

Meetings Organiser Dennis Osborne 

Co-opted Officers (non-Council) 

Editor, The Antiquarian Astronomer Ian Ridpath  

Archivist  Mark Hurn 

Assistant Librarian Carolyn Bedwell 

Historical Records Officer Anthony Kinder 

 

SHA COUNCIL MEETINGS 

The following SHA Council meetings are scheduled 

for 2018: 

Sat 21 Jul 2018, 10.30 am, Birmingham (BMI) 

Sat 22 Sep 2018, 10.30 am, Birmingham (BMI) 

 

SHA members are very welcome to attend Council 

meetings as observers. Please let the General Secre-

tary know in advance, if you wish to do so. 

Birmingham & Midland Institute 

 

Seething Observatory 

http://www.norwichastro.org.uk/find-us
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.files.wordpress.com/2018/04/2018-app-summer-picnic-dbo-add-nas_draft.pdf
mailto:meetings@shastro.org.uk
mailto:meetings@shastro.org.uk
mailto:meetings@shastro.org.uk
mailto:lauracarroll55@hotmail.com
mailto:lauracarroll55@hotmail.com
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SHA PUBLICATIONS 

SHA e-News 

The next issue of the e-News is due in early August 

2018. If you know of any meetings, publications, exhi-

bitions or events pertaining to the history of astronomy 

that might interest other members, please email brief 

details to the Editor. 

 

Back issues and guidelines for contributions are 

available from the e-News web page. 

SHA BULLETIN 

All members should have received issue 29 of the 

Bulletin in early April 2018. 

 

 

Members with email addresses should also receive a 

digital version.  

Contributions to the Bulletin are most welcome, in-

cluding letters which can be on any aspect of the Soci-

ety or the history of astronomy. Issue 30 is due in Oc-

tober 2018 and the deadline for copy is 1 Aug 2018. 

Back issues (except for the last 2 years) and guide-

lines for contributions are available from the Bulletin 

web page.  

It is usually prudent to check with the Editors before 

preparing items where duplication is a possibility (e.g. 

book reviews). Back issues of the Bulletin (and its 

predecessor: SHA Newsletter) are now indexed on the 

Abstract service of SAO/ NASA. Enter “SHAN” as the 

‘Journal Code’ at 

http://adsabs.harvard.edu/bib_abs.html 

It is hoped that in the near future, scanned copies of 

the original articles will be accessible in the same way. 

THE ANTIQUARIAN ASTRONOMER 

The next issue of The Antiquarian Astronomer (no. 

12) is due out in June 2018.  

  

Apart from the planet Mars, what’s the connection 

between the astronomer E.M. Antoniadi and the novel-

ist Edgar Rice Burroughs? Find out in the next issue, 

when The Antiquarian Astronomer goes Pulp Fiction!  

 Note: the first six issues of The Antiquarian As-

tronomer have been online at NASA’s ADS service 

since the start of 2015. Type “antas” into the box at the 

top marked Journal Name/Code on this page 

http://adsabs.harvard.edu/bib_abs.html  

Members and others wishing to submit material for 

future issues of The Antiquarian Astronomer should 

contact Ian Ridpath (Editor) at ian@ianridpath.com. 

Guidance for authors and some back issues can be 

found on The Antiquarian Astronomer web page.  

  

mailto:enews@shastro.org.uk
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/the-e-news/
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/the-bulletin/
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/the-bulletin/
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/bib_abs.html
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/bib_abs.html
mailto:ian@ianridpath.com
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/publications/the-antiquarian-astronomer/
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SHA LIBRARY NEWS 

The SHA library now has over 2500 books dedicated 

to the history of astronomy and related subjects, nu-

merous journals, as well as miscellaneous items in-

cluding letters, meeting programmes, conference pro-

ceedings and the like. 

Outside the legal deposit libraries, the SHA Library 

has one of the most extensive history of astronomy 

collections in any library in the British Isles. It is 

unique in having a collecting policy, totally focussed 

on history of astronomy, that includes not only the lat-

est popular and scholarly works, but also the active 

acquisition of second-hand books, astronomical 

ephemera, and the preservation of the works of lesser 

known British astronomers and authors. 

Some of the library’s new additions: 

 Barrie, David. Sextant a voyage guided by the stars 

and the men who mapped the world's oceans (2014) 

 Brashear, John A. A man who loved the stars: an 

autobiography of John A Brashear (1988) 

 Burnham, Patricia M. 

Celestial images: anti-

quarian astronomical 

charts and maps from 

the Mendillo Collection 

(2005)  

 Cooper, Lane. Aristotle, 

Galileo, and the tower of 

Pisa (1935) 

 Das, SK. Touching 

Lives: The Little Known 

Triumphs of the Indian Space Programme (2007) 

 Galilei, Maria Celeste. Private Life of Galileo: Com-

piled Principally From His Correspondence and That 

of His Eldest Daughter, Sister Maria Celeste (1870) 

 Guicciardini, Niccol . Isaac Newton: and natural 

philosophy (2018) 

 Hogg, Helen Sawyer. The stars belong to everyone: 

how to enjoy astronomy (1976) 

 Hyde, Janet. Francois Felix Tisserand - forgotten 

genius of celestial mechanics (2018) 

 Kanas, Nick. Solar system maps: from antiquity to 

the space age (2014) 

 Leverington, David. Observatories and telescopes of 

modern times: ground-based optical and radio as-

tronomy facilities since 1945 (2017)  

 Natarjan, Priyamvada. Mapping the heavens: the 

radical scientific ideas that reveal the cosmos (2016) 

 Piddington, Jack Hobart. 

Radio Astronomy (1961) 

 Rolt-Wheeler, Francis. 

The Science-History of 

the universe: Astronomy 

Volume 1 (1910) 

 Roy, Archie E. Great 

Moments in Astronomy 

(1963) 

 Russell, Henry. The solar 

system and its origin 

(1935) 

 Taibi, Richard. Charles Olivier and the rise of me-

teor science (2017)  

 Taylor, F Sherwood. Galileo and the freedom of 

thought (1938) 

 Tocquet, Robert. Life on the planets (1962) 

 York, Donald G. The astronomy revolution: 400 

years of exploring the 

cosmos (2012) 

Some recent donations  

[donor in square brackets]: 

 Wilson, Anthony. The 

Isaac Newton Telescope 

at Herstmonceux & La 

Palma (2017) [The Ob-

servatory Science Centre, 

Herstmonceux]  

 

Library opening schedule 2018: 

 

Tuesday 22 May Thursday 16 Aug 

Monday 25 Jun Tuesday 11 Sep 

Friday 20 Jul Friday 26 Oct 

 

If there is a specific date you would like to use the li-

brary let us know and we will try to accommodate this. 

On library open days the door will be open between 

10am and 3pm, but invariably it is open between 9am 

and 6pm. Please do contact the library in advance of a 

visit. 

 

The revised catalogue of books in the library is avail-

able and a link to this can be found on the library page 

of the SHA's website.  

 

If you want to know more about the library or its 

stock, or if you'd like help with your research or find-

ing a book or article, or other library-related matter, 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sextant-Voyage-Guided-Mapped-Worlds-ebook/dp/B00EXB6JK2/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1524826412&sr=8-1&keywords=Sextant+a+voyage+guided+by+the+stars+and+the+men+who+mapped+the+world%27s+oceans.
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sextant-Voyage-Guided-Mapped-Worlds-ebook/dp/B00EXB6JK2/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1524826412&sr=8-1&keywords=Sextant+a+voyage+guided+by+the+stars+and+the+men+who+mapped+the+world%27s+oceans.
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Man-Loved-Stars-Autobiography-Brashear/dp/0822960893/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1524826506&sr=8-2&keywords=A+man+who+loved+the+stars+%3A+an+autobiography+of+John+A+Brashear
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Man-Loved-Stars-Autobiography-Brashear/dp/0822960893/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1524826506&sr=8-2&keywords=A+man+who+loved+the+stars+%3A+an+autobiography+of+John+A+Brashear
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Celestial-Images-Antiquarian-Astronomical-Collection/dp/1881450228/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524826672&sr=1-1&keywords=Celestial+images+%3A+antiquarian+astronomical+charts+and+maps+from+the+Mendillo+Collection
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Celestial-Images-Antiquarian-Astronomical-Collection/dp/1881450228/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524826672&sr=1-1&keywords=Celestial+images+%3A+antiquarian+astronomical+charts+and+maps+from+the+Mendillo+Collection
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Celestial-Images-Antiquarian-Astronomical-Collection/dp/1881450228/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524826672&sr=1-1&keywords=Celestial+images+%3A+antiquarian+astronomical+charts+and+maps+from+the+Mendillo+Collection
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Celestial-Images-Antiquarian-Astronomical-Collection/dp/1881450228/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524826672&sr=1-1&keywords=Celestial+images+%3A+antiquarian+astronomical+charts+and+maps+from+the+Mendillo+Collection
https://www.worldcat.org/title/aristotle-galileo-and-the-tower-of-pisa/oclc/5894391246&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/aristotle-galileo-and-the-tower-of-pisa/oclc/5894391246&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/aristotle-galileo-and-the-tower-of-pisa/oclc/5894391246&referer=brief_results
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Touching-Lives-Little-Triumphs-Programme/dp/0143102168/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524826828&sr=1-1&keywords=Touching+Lives%3A+The+Little+Known+Triumphs+of+the+Indian+Space+Programme
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Touching-Lives-Little-Triumphs-Programme/dp/0143102168/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524826828&sr=1-1&keywords=Touching+Lives%3A+The+Little+Known+Triumphs+of+the+Indian+Space+Programme
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Touching-Lives-Little-Triumphs-Programme/dp/0143102168/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524826828&sr=1-1&keywords=Touching+Lives%3A+The+Little+Known+Triumphs+of+the+Indian+Space+Programme
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B00088UG9E/sr=1-1/qid=1524826882/ref=olp_product_details?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1524826882&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B00088UG9E/sr=1-1/qid=1524826882/ref=olp_product_details?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1524826882&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B00088UG9E/sr=1-1/qid=1524826882/ref=olp_product_details?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1524826882&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Isaac-Newton-Natural-Philosophy-Renaissance/dp/1780239068/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827064&sr=1-1&keywords=Isaac+Newton+%3A+and+natural+philosophy
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Isaac-Newton-Natural-Philosophy-Renaissance/dp/1780239068/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827064&sr=1-1&keywords=Isaac+Newton+%3A+and+natural+philosophy
https://www.amazon.co.uk/stars-belong-everyone-enjoy-astronomy/dp/0385123027/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827093&sr=1-1&keywords=9780385123020
https://www.amazon.co.uk/stars-belong-everyone-enjoy-astronomy/dp/0385123027/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827093&sr=1-1&keywords=9780385123020
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Francois-Felix-Tisserand-forgotten-celestial/dp/1999904400/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827222&sr=1-1&keywords=Francois+Felix+Tisserand+-+forgotten+genius+of+celestial+mechanics
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Francois-Felix-Tisserand-forgotten-celestial/dp/1999904400/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827222&sr=1-1&keywords=Francois+Felix+Tisserand+-+forgotten+genius+of+celestial+mechanics
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Solar-System-Maps-Antiquity-Springer/dp/1461408954/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827272&sr=1-1&keywords=Solar+system+maps+%3A+from+antiquity+to+the+space+age
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Solar-System-Maps-Antiquity-Springer/dp/1461408954/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827272&sr=1-1&keywords=Solar+system+maps+%3A+from+antiquity+to+the+space+age
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Observatories-Telescopes-Modern-Times-Ground-Based/dp/0521899931/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827361&sr=1-1&keywords=9780521899932
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Observatories-Telescopes-Modern-Times-Ground-Based/dp/0521899931/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827361&sr=1-1&keywords=9780521899932
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Observatories-Telescopes-Modern-Times-Ground-Based/dp/0521899931/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827361&sr=1-1&keywords=9780521899932
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mapping-Heavens-Radical-Scientific-Reveal/dp/0300204418/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827425&sr=1-1&keywords=9780300204414
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mapping-Heavens-Radical-Scientific-Reveal/dp/0300204418/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827425&sr=1-1&keywords=9780300204414
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0000CL79M/ref=olp_product_details?_encoding=UTF8&me=
https://www.worldcat.org/title/science-history-of-the-universe-1-astronomy/oclc/1022266424&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/science-history-of-the-universe-1-astronomy/oclc/1022266424&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/science-history-of-the-universe-1-astronomy/oclc/1022266424&referer=brief_results
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Great-moments-astronomy-Roy/dp/B0000CLWRR/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827846&sr=1-1&keywords=Great+Moments+in+Astronomy
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Great-moments-astronomy-Roy/dp/B0000CLWRR/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827846&sr=1-1&keywords=Great+Moments+in+Astronomy
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Solar-System-its-Origins/dp/B007UPAQR0/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827899&sr=1-2&keywords=The+solar+system+and+its+origin
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Solar-System-its-Origins/dp/B007UPAQR0/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524827899&sr=1-2&keywords=The+solar+system+and+its+origin
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Charles-Olivier-Science-Springer-Biographies/dp/3319445170/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524828193&sr=1-1&keywords=9783319445175
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Charles-Olivier-Science-Springer-Biographies/dp/3319445170/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524828193&sr=1-1&keywords=9783319445175
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Galileo-Freedom-Thought-Sherwood-Taylor/dp/B000861YM4/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524828239&sr=1-1&keywords=Galileo+and+the+freedom+of+thought
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Galileo-Freedom-Thought-Sherwood-Taylor/dp/B000861YM4/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524828239&sr=1-1&keywords=Galileo+and+the+freedom+of+thought
https://www.worldcat.org/title/life-on-the-planets/oclc/156199067&referer=brief_results
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Astronomy-Revolution-Years-Exploring-Cosmos/dp/1439836000/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524828402&sr=1-1&keywords=9781439836002
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Astronomy-Revolution-Years-Exploring-Cosmos/dp/1439836000/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524828402&sr=1-1&keywords=9781439836002
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Astronomy-Revolution-Years-Exploring-Cosmos/dp/1439836000/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524828402&sr=1-1&keywords=9781439836002
https://www.the-observatory.org/about-us-exclusive-books
https://www.the-observatory.org/about-us-exclusive-books
https://www.the-observatory.org/about-us-exclusive-books
https://www.the-observatory.org/about-us-exclusive-books
mailto:library@shastro.org.uk
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/library/
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please do contact James and Carolyn who would love 

to hear from you.   

 

James Dawson, SHA Librarian 

 

A request from the library… 

There was an article in SHA Bulletin 29 about some of 

the magazines in the li-

brary. One, a special issue 

of New Scientist, Man In 

Space, published in 1986, 

is missing pages 5 and 6. It 

is one sheet of paper and 

there is no sign of it in the 

library. Despite searching 

online, it has not been pos-

sible to find another copy. 

Would any SHA members 

be able to supply a scan or photocopy of the missing 

pages?  

Carolyn Bedwell 

 

It's been a while since I penned anything for the e-

News.  It seemed to me that it was about time I did - 

for two reasons, at least. 

The first is to summarise the current status of the So-

ciety. We now have more members than we have ever 

had in the SHA's history.  The same situation applies 

to our events. Witness the recent Spring Conference, 

where over 100 attended – the first time we have bro-

ken three figures. Next year's Spring Conference will 

be the first two-day residential event we have held. 

Our publications are published on time and contain 

excellent content. The PR footprint of the Society has 

increased significantly to the point where we are a no-

ticeable presence in both amateur and academic cir-

cles. 

None of the above aspects have happened by chance. 

In the time I've been on Council, I have seen the Soci-

ety struggle through the untimely loss to the grim 

reaper of several key members, but  emerge, Phoenix-

like, to its current prominence.  I would like to ac-

knowledge the input of all of you who have contrib-

uted in some way, large or small, to this success story. 

In particular, the hard work and enthusiasm exhibited 

by members of Council is of especial note.   

The second reason is to advise you of my intention to 

stand down from Council at the end of the current ses-

sion.  By then, I will have been in post for six years, 

respectively as membership sec, general sec, and as 

Chairman for the last three.  Our Constitution does not 

specify a maximum term of office for any Council 

Post, but a healthy churn of incumbents can but bring 

new perspectives on how the Society might improve 

still further. 

 It's been my pleasure to have been but a small part 

of the SHA success story to date. However, last week I 

reached my three score and ten, and I'm very conscious 

that lots of the projects I started when I retired are still 

a long way off completion – a goodly number of which 

require a fair degree of physical strength and dexterity. 

I shall be as mad as hell if I run out of time....... 

Bob Bower 

 

SHA SURVEY NEWS 

The Survey Coordinator has now completed the 

process of making stub entries on the survey pages for 

all the astronomical societies identified during our 

questionnaire survey.  This amounts to over three hun-

dred new or updated stub entries across the survey 

pages.  Most recent contributions have come from Bill 

Barton (6 new entries), the most prominent being 

Alexander Herschel and the Rev. Temple Chevalier of 

the Durham University Observatory.   

The Coordinator has also tweeked the people and 

group index.  The actual index pages are now PDF 

files which retain their full functionality in giving di-

rect access to the relevant county pages. The process of 

rationalising the page layout of survey pages has been 

begun.  In some cases bibliographic details have been 

moved so they are accessed via hyperlinks and display 

as PDF media files opening in their own windows.  

  

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 

 

SHA Chairman, Bob Bower 

mailto:library@shastro.org.uk
mailto:library.assistant@shastro.org.uk
mailto:library@shastro.org.uk
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FORTHCOMING BOOKS 
NOTICED 

Jupiter, by William Sheehan and Thomas Hockey 

(Reaktion Books), Apr 2018, pp.192 (hardback, £25), 

ISBN 9781780239088 

 Jupiter is the grandest 

of all planets. It is by far 

the largest planet in the 

solar system and among 

the brightest objects in 

the night sky, and its 

calming presence has in-

spired humans for centu-

ries. Jupiter was the ‘be-

loved star’ of the ancient 

Sumerians and Babyloni-

ans, the first serious ob-

servers of the planets, and 

the Pioneer and Voyager 

spacecraft visited it in the 1970s. Now it is being scru-

tinized as never before by NASA’s Juno spacecraft, as 

experts begin to have a comprehensive view of the ori-

gin, composition and structure of this gas giant world. 

This beautifully illustrated volume ranges across the 

entire history of Jupiter studies, from the naked-eye 

observations of the Babylonians and the Greeks, 

through the telescopic discoveries of Galileo and 

T.E.R. Phillips, to the explosion of information re-

ceived from space probes. It brings our understanding 

of Jupiter up to date and includes preliminary findings 

from the Juno space probe, while also providing valu-

able practical information for those who wish to make 

their own observations of the planet. Introducing 

planetary science in an accessible and engaging way, 

Jupiter will appeal to those who wish to have a better 

understanding of this magnificent planet and its unique 

place in the solar system. 

Star Theatre: the Story of the Planetarium, by Wil-

liam Firebrace (Reaktion Books), May 2018, pp.232 

(hardback, £25), ISBN 9781780238357 

In the planetarium, the 

wondrous complexity of 

the cosmos combines 

with entertainment in a 

theatre of the night. But 

how and where did the 

planetarium originate? 

What kind of simulation 

of the solar system and 

the universe does the 

planetarium produce? 

How does the 

planetarium mix theatre 

with science? And how has it changed with 

developments in astronomy? 

Star Theatre explores the history of this unique 

building, designed to reveal the universe around us on 

an ever-expanding scale. It traces its historical origins, 

from the early precedents for the planetarium, to its 

invention in Germany in the 1920s, its developments 

in the USSR and the United States, its expansion 

across the globe at the time of the space race and the 

evolution of the contemporary planetarium in the 

recent period of startling astronomical and 

cosmological discoveries. This concise, well-

illustrated history should appeal to planetarium lovers 

as well as those interested in astronomy, architecture, 

theatre and cinema. 

Burned Alive: Giordano Bruno, Galileo and the 

Inquisition, by Alberto A. Martínez (Reaktion Books), 

Jun 2018, pp.304 (paperback, £25), ISBN 

9781780238968 

 In 1600 the Catholic 

Inquisition condemned the 

philosopher Giordano 

Bruno for his heretical 

beliefs. He was then 

burned alive in a public 

place in Rome. Historians, 

scientists and teachers 

usually deny that Bruno 

was condemned for his 

beliefs about the universe 

and that his trial was 

linked to the later 

confrontations between the 

Inquisition and Galileo in 1616 and 1633. Based on 

new evidence, however, Burned Alive asserts that 

Bruno’s beliefs about the universe were indeed the 

primary factors that led to Bruno’s condemnation: his 

beliefs that the stars are suns surrounded by planetary 

worlds like our own, and that the Earth moves because 

it has a soul. 

Alberto A. Martínez shows how some of the same 

Inquisitors who judged Bruno also confronted Galileo 

in 1616. Ultimately the one clergyman who wrote the 

most critical reports used by the Inquisition to 

condemn Galileo in 1633 immediately wrote an 

unpublished manuscript, in which he denounced 

Galileo and other followers of Copernicus for 

believing that many worlds exist and that the Earth 

moves because it has a soul. This book challenges the 

accepted history of astronomy and shows how 

cosmology led Bruno bravely to his death.  

http://www.reaktionbooks.co.uk/display.asp?ISB=9781780239088
http://www.reaktionbooks.co.uk/display.asp?ISB=9781780238357
http://www.reaktionbooks.co.uk/display.asp?ISB=e2017100210473573
http://www.reaktionbooks.co.uk/display.asp?ISB=e2017100210473573
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Goodacre's Lunar Observations, by Robert W. 

McNaught (Lulu, self-published), Apr 2018, pp.156 

(hardback, £25) 

A transcription of Walter 

Goodacre’s lunar 

observing log for 1934 to 

1936 along with a copy of 

the original. This work has 

been enhanced with 

images from his Lunar 

Atlas and quotes from his 

work The Moon. 

 

 

The Babylonian Astronomical Compendium 

MUL.APIN (Scientific Writings from the Ancient 

and Medieval World), by Hermann Hunger and John 

Steele  (Routledge), Jul 2018, pp.278 (hardback, 

£105), ISBN 9781138050471 

 MUL.APIN, written 

sometime before the 8th 

century BC, was the most 

widely copied 

astronomical text in 

ancient Mesopotamia: a 

compendium including 

information such as star 

lists, descriptions of 

planetary phases, 

mathematical schemes for 

the length of day and 

night, a discussion of the 

luni-solar calendar and 

rules for intercalation, and 

a short collection of celestial omens. This book 

contains an introductory essay, followed by a new 

edition of the text and a facing-page transliteration and 

English translation. Finally, the book contains a new 

and detailed commentary on the text. This is a 

fascinating study, and an important resource for 

anyone interested in the history of astronomy.  

RECENT BOOKS MISSED 

François Felix Tisserand - Forgotten genius of ce-

lestial mechanics by Janet Hyde and Neil Taylor 

(Observatoire Solaire), 2018, pp.87 (paperback, £6.99 

incl UK p&p), ISBN 9781999904401 

 François Félix Tisserand was one of the great 19
th

 

century astronomers.  Born into a working class 

family, he was an intellectual giant. His work on 

gravitational dynamics is on a par with that of his 

predecessor Pierre Laplace.  He determined a method 

identifying the faint and nebulous comets and asteroids 

by their orbits.  The 

‘Tisserand criterion’ that 

he defined continues to 

be used today as the only 

way of uniquely 

identifying such objects.   

This book aims to: 

Describe the life and 

work of François Félix 

Tisserand; Provide an 

overview of his work, 

and his lasting legacy; 

Discuss why Tisserand 

has not had the acclaim and long-lasting fame his 

achievements merit; and, Give the reader a guide to 

sites in and around Nuits-Saint-Georges where 

Tisserand spent his early life. 

 

The Puzzle of the Western Zodiac: Its Wisdom and 

Evolutionary Leaps: A Painful Ascent to the Truth, 

by Alex A. Gurshtein  (Authorhouse),  Dec 2017, 

pp.360 (paperback, £17.95), ISBN  9781546219019 

 Though familiar to all, 

the twelve-strong Western 

Zodiac remains an enig-

matic artifice of the ar-

chaic past. To date, no 

scholar has been able to 

determine who conjured 

up its constellations and 

when this might have hap-

pened. Nor do we know 

what the grand design be-

hind this innovative en-

deavour might have been. 

This book, however, tries 

to answer those questions 

by combining together a variety of clues from multiple 

disciplines, including astronomy, archaeology, and 

linguistics. It provides a comprehensive framework for 

our understanding of the genesis and purposes of this 

remarkable intellectual relic of our cultural heritage. 

The book suggests that the zodiacal necklace in the sky 

appeared gradually over time in three different stages, 

with each reflecting the immanent social and spiritual 

concerns of its time. 

Note: The descriptions of the books above are 

largely taken from the publishers. They are not reviews 

and do not imply endorsement by the SHA.  

http://www.lulu.com/shop/robert-w-mcnaught/goodacres-lunar-observations/hardcover/product-23596015.html
https://www.routledge.com/The-Babylonian-Astronomical-Compendium-MULAPIN/Hunger-Steele/p/book/9781138050471
https://www.routledge.com/The-Babylonian-Astronomical-Compendium-MULAPIN/Hunger-Steele/p/book/9781138050471
https://www.routledge.com/The-Babylonian-Astronomical-Compendium-MULAPIN/Hunger-Steele/p/book/9781138050471
https://www.observatoiresolaire.eu/francois-felix-tisserand.html
https://www.observatoiresolaire.eu/francois-felix-tisserand.html
https://www.authorhouse.co.uk/Bookstore/BookDetail.aspx?BookId=SKU-001167073
https://www.authorhouse.co.uk/Bookstore/BookDetail.aspx?BookId=SKU-001167073
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SHA ON THE ROAD 

Events in the coming year at which we intend to be 

present include:  

 Webb Society Conference (2 Jun 2018, Institute 

of Astronomy, Cambridge) 

 North West Astronomy Festival (7 July 2018, 

Runcorn) 

If you will be at these events or live in the area and 

could spare an hour or two to help on a stall, it would 

be much appreciated. Please contact the Publicity Offi-

cer, Mike Leggett, first to check whether help is 

needed. Please note that help with travel expenses can 

only be given in line with the SHA expenses policy 

and on the basis of prior agreement.  

 
PETER ABRAHAMS 

1955-2018 

Many SHA members will be saddened by the sudden 

death on 4 Mar 2018 of Peter Abrahams of Portland, 

Oregon. Peter was an acknowledged expert on the his-

tory of telescopes and binoculars. He was a member of 

the Historical Astronomy Division of the American 

Astronomical Society and was a past President of the 

Antique Telescope Society. 

Many of his valuable articles and papers can be 

found on his website on the History of the Telescope & 

the Binocular. 

WEB-LINKS NOTICED 

 

The Inquisition on Copernicus, February 

24, 1616: A Little Story About Punctuation 

The Vatican Observatory Foundation blog by Chris 

Graney always raises interesting ways of looking at 

topics in the history of astronomy. For a taster, see this 

posting about the importance of looking at prime 

sources, rather than trusting secondary texts, however 

illustrious their authors may be. 

On the invention of the telescope and the 
paintings of Jan Brueghel 

A video of a lecture by Dr. Paolo Molaro (INAF, 

Osservatorio di Trieste, Italy) at the Instituto de As-

trofísica de Canarias(IAC) .  

 

A Descriptive Catalogue of Indian Astro-
nomical Instruments 

Professor S. R. Sarma has announced the completion 

of an online catalogue of Indian astronomical instru-

ments. The large masonry instruments designed by 

Sawai Jai Singh and erected in his five observatories in 

the early eighteenth century are the culmination of a 

long process of development in astronomical instru-

mentation. But what kind of astronomical instruments 

were used in India before Jai Singh's time? Are any of 

these extant in museums? Such questions led Prof. 

Sarma to an exploration of museums and private col-

lections in India, Europe and the USA for about a 

quarter century and to the identification of 555+ 

specimens which are extant or about which photos and 

other records are available. 

A Descriptive Catalogue of Indian Astronomical In-

struments is the outcome of this exploration. 

e-News CONTACT DETAILS 

Communications relating to SHA e-News should be 

sent to the Editor: enews@shastro.org.uk 

General communications to the Society should be 

sent to the General Secretary (Laura Carroll): gen-

eral.secretary@shastro.org.uk 

 

Pat and Mike Leggett looking after the SHA stall 

at the IoA Open Day - 24 March 2018 

mailto:leggett189@btinternet.com
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.files.wordpress.com/2016/11/sha-travel-expenses-policy-standard_20160906.doc
http://home.europa.com/~telscope/binotele.htm
http://home.europa.com/~telscope/binotele.htm
http://www.vofoundation.org/blog/inquisition-copernicus-february-24-1616-little-story-punctuation-re-run/
http://www.vofoundation.org/blog/inquisition-copernicus-february-24-1616-little-story-punctuation-re-run/
http://www.vofoundation.org/blog/inquisition-copernicus-february-24-1616-little-story-punctuation-re-run/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Oh0TUlcNtQ
http://www.iac.es/?lang=en
http://www.iac.es/?lang=en
http://srsarma.in/catalogue.php
http://srsarma.in/catalogue.php
mailto:enews@shastro.org.uk
mailto:general.secretary@shastro.org.uk
mailto:general.secretary@shastro.org.uk
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INFORMATION WANTED 

 

Historical Aurorae 

A call for assistance from SHA members with aurora 

observations from the 19th and 20th century: 

“At the University of Jena we compile a new catalog 

including aurora observations from the 19th and 20th 

century. 

We use these ground-based observations to compare 

the size of the auroral oval with direct measurements 

of the earth’s magnetic field (field strength and posi-

tion of the geomagnetic pole), which were performed 

since the early 19th century. 

In the next step we use earlier historical aurora ob-

servations to reconstruct the earth’s magnetic field and 

compare our results with other reconstructions. 

Please send us your aurora observations from the 

19th and 20th century as texts (also in English) and/or 

pictures. Please also tell us the location and the date of 

the observation (and if possible the time, direction and 

height as well as the color). 

The results of the study will be communicated to all 

senders of observations. Furthermore the senders will 

be mentioned by name in the catalog (unless they dis-

agree with that).” 

MSc Daniel Wagner &d Prof. Dr. Ralph Neuhäuser 

Astrophysical Institute and University-Observatory 

Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena 

Schillergässchen 2 

07745 Jena 

email: wagner.d@uni-jena.de 

20% OFF SPRINGER BOOKS 

The SHA has negotiated a 20% discount off a selec-

tion of Springer books for SHA members. This dis-

count will only be available to members for 30 days 

after an SHA event (e.g. Spring Conference, Autumn 

Conference); the discount will also only be available 

for 100 uses – if 100 people buy a book using the dis-

count code, the code will then deactivate and no more 

books can be purchased using that discount code; a 

new discount code will then be issued at the next SHA 

event. If you want to take advantage of this please 

browse the catalogue of Springer books which the dis-

count can be applied to, and contact Gerard Gilligan, 

membership secretary, to obtain the discount code. 

SHA RESEARCH GRANTS 

SHA Small Research Grants are available for the pe-

riod 1 November 2017 to 31 October 2018 and appli-

cations are solicited. The total amount allocated by the 

Council for the current round is £1500. These grants 

are made available to provide limited financial support 

for members’ research. 

Links to the application form and regulations for ap-

plicants are available on the Society’s Web site. Appli-

cations must be made using the application form. Ap-

pended to the regulations are some guidelines for 

completing the case for support that forms part of 

every application. 

NEW MEMBERS 

We are pleased to give a warm welcome to the fol-

lowing new members who have joined since the 

previous issue of SHA  e-News: 

Daina Bouquin - John G.Wolkjach Library, 

Maryland, USA 

Denis G. Buczynski - Portmahomack, Scotland 

Edward Kingsley Trezise - Cheltenham, 

Gloucestershire 

Dr Stephen Case – Bourbonna’s Illinois, USA 

Neil & Janet Taylor - Stockton-on-Tees, 

County, Durham 

Robert A. Marriott - Northampton 

Brian D. Shepherd - Bury St.Edmunds, Suf-

folk 

Chris Jones - Denbigh, North Wales 

Adrian Rawlings - Nash, Milton Keynes, 

Buckinghamshire 

mailto:wagner.d@uni-jena.de
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/springer-spring-conference-2017.pdf
mailto:membership@shastro.org.uk
http://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.wordpress.com/grants/
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Carolyn Kennett and Brian Sheen 

(photo: Ed Kennett) 

 

SPEAKERS AT THE SHA SPRING CONFERENCE 2018 

Jonathan Maxwell 

(photo: Kevin Kilburn) 

 

Nik Szymanek 

(photo: Kevin Kilburn) 

Rob Peeling 

(photo: Kevin Kilburn) 

Kevin Kilburn 

(photo: Kevin Kilburn) 

Bob Marriott 

(photo: Kevin Kilburn) 
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OTHER MEETINGS, COURSES & 
EXHIBITIONS NOTICED (non-SHA) 

 

BAA Historical Section Meeting 

Sat 26 May 2018 (10.00-17.00) in the Smith Gallery 

& Museum, Stirling. 

The forthcoming meeting of the Historical Section of 

the British Astronomical Association will be in the his-

toric city of Stirling in central Scotland.  

Dr Lee Macdonald – Kew Observatory and the birth 

of solar-terrestrial physics 

John Rosenfield – Fear and Loathing: the moons of 

Mars 

Bill Barton – Alice Grace Cook – an East Anglian 

meteor observer 

Dr Bruce Vickery – Calton Hill Observatory 

Dr Dave Gavine – Thomas Dick of Dundee 

The day will include an evening organised visit to 

the observatory on the roof of the Highland Hotel, 

Spittal Street.  

Astronomy and Empire 

Until 28 Sep 2018 at the Whipple Museum of the His-

tory of Science, Free School Lane, Cambridge 

This is the first exhibition in the Whipple Museum's 

newly refurbished Special Exhibition Gallery, running 

until September 28th 2018. It explores the tangled his-

tory of science and the British Empire through the in-

struments, tools, and practices of those sent around the 

globe to observe, survey, navigate, and chart on behalf 

of Imperial interests. 

The British Empire was built on scientific labour. 

Precision instruments made in London, charts pub-

lished by the Royal Observatory, chronometers set to 

Greenwich Time: all of these material tools and many 

others were essential for the navigation of Britain’s 

ships to far flung corners of the globe. On foreign soil, 

astronomers, surveyors, and geographers worked side 

by side with administrators and the military during 

British efforts to discover, conquer, settle, and manage 

new colonies. This exhibition uses the rich collections 

of the Whipple Museum and the University of Cam-

bridge Institute of Astronomy to exhibit and critique 

these sciences of empire. It displays the instruments at 

the heart of colonial rule, exploring how these material 

tools were deployed, used, traded, and received in of-

ten remote locations, as part of strenuous efforts to 

secure and further British dominion. And it attempts to 

recover the human stories that underpin these enter-

prises, on both sides of the Imperial encounter. 

Thematic displays evoke the often rough and always 

challenging work of precision science conducted in the 

field and aboard ship. They ask how the instruments 

crucial for these practices were transported, calibrated, 

used, and exchanged. And they draw attention to the 

human actors - some very visible in the historical re-

cord, many others nearly invisible - who made these 

enterprises work. Using numerous direct quotes from 

those tangled up with astronomy and empire, the exhi-

bition explores the many different types of labour and 

power that made observations count between the 18
th
 

century and the end of Empire. 

Under One Sky: the IAU Centenary 
Symposium (IAU Symposium 349) 

August 27 – 31, 2018 at the University of Vienna 

Although celebrating the IAU centenary is one as-

pect of the proposed symposium, it is emphasized that 

this is far from the major rationale for the proposed 

gathering. The history of astronomy is a major scien-

tific discipline in its own right, which is recognized by 

the IAU through commission C.C3. However, the 

symposium will be only the second ever IAU sympo-

sium where the history of astronomy is a major focus 

(the first was IAU Symposium 269 in January 2010 on 

Galileo’s Medicean moons). This symposium will be a 

major scientific meeting on the history of astronomy 

and astrophysics over the last 100 years; the celebra-

tion of the IAU’s success over this time will be one 

significant aspect but not the main focus. On the other 

hand, the IAU Centenary Committee will organize an 

evening event to celebrate the centenary of the IAU at 

the time of this symposium. 

History of Navigation Conference: 
Navigation, Heroism, History 

24–25 May 2018 at the National Maritime Museum, 

Greenwich, London. 11am - 4pm 

Royal Museums Greenwich and the Royal Institute of 

Navigation are holding another event to bring together 

current research into the history of navigation. 

 

Captain Cook’s Sextant from the exhibition 

 

http://www.smithartgalleryandmuseum.co.uk/
http://www.smithartgalleryandmuseum.co.uk/
http://britastro.org/history/
http://britastro.org/history/
http://www.sites.hps.cam.ac.uk/whipple/exhibitions/astronomyandempire/
http://www.sites.hps.cam.ac.uk/whipple/exhibitions/astronomyandempire/
http://astronomy2018.univie.ac.at/symposia/symposium349/
https://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/history-navigation-conference
http://www.rin.org.uk/Events/5061/History-of-Navigation-Conference
http://www.rin.org.uk/Events/5061/History-of-Navigation-Conference
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In the 250th anniversary year of James Cook’s depar-

ture in command of the Endeavour on the first of three 

famous voyages of exploration, this conference seeks 

to interrogate the way stories are told about heroism in 

the history of navigation, including land, sea, air and 

space.  

Fee: Adults: £70 | Concessions/members: £50 

From Space to Spacetime 

Saturday 9th June 2018, 10.30 am - 5.00 pm 

St Cross College, University of Oxford - Martin Wood 

Lecture Theatre, Department of Physics  

Since antiquity there has been a fascination with the 
notions of space and time with Aristotle’s philosophy 
remaining dominant until the advent of the heliocentric 
Copernican system of the Solar System marked the 
first steps of modern rational science in its understand-
ing of these concepts. This culminated in the Newto-
nian theory of familiar three-dimensional space and 
absolute time.  However, the absence of a supposed 
ether, as established by Michelson and Morley, ush-
ered in the Special Theory of Relativity and the en-
twined relationship between space and time, whilst 
Einstein’s General Theory revealed a more compli-
cated geometry of the two through curved spacetime. 
This conference will trace our understanding of space 
and time across the ages up to the latest knowledge of 
spacetime and the expanding Universe. 

Registration to attend this conference is free, but 
must be confirmed using the Conference booking form 
by midday on Friday 1st June 2018. 

 

ASTRONOMER ROYAL WELCOMES 
LEEDS BLUE PLAQUE 

 

On 23 Mar 2018 the 166
th
 blue plaque erected by 

Leeds Civic Trust (LCT) was unveiled by SHA Vice-
Chair, David Sellers. The plaque commemorates Wil-
liam Gascoigne (c.1612-44), the first inventor of the 
telescopic sight and the telescope micrometer. It is the 
only one in Leeds relating to an astronomer, and was 
partly sponsored by the SHA. 

The local Member of Parliament, Rt Hon Hilary 
Benn, MP, also spoke at the unveiling ceremony and 
delivered the following message of support from the 
Astronomer Royal, Prof. Lord Martin Rees, FRS: 

“Astronomy was the first high-precision sci-
ence, and owes its huge advances - from the 
17th century until today - to successive im-
provements in instruments and techniques. 
William Gascoigne is one of the great pio-
neers.  

He deserves to be acclaimed for his inventions 
- and it’s fitting that a plaque will honour his 
memory and commemorate his all-too-short 
life.” 

In an interview on local television, David Sellers ex-
pressed a hope that the plaque would “inspire people 
locally, especially the young, to find out more about 
Gascoigne’s story, his fascination with astronomy and 
the natural world, and maybe enrich their own lives 
with the same fascination”. 

To mark the unveiling, the Civic Trust has published 
a 12-page A5 pamphlet about Gascoigne and his work. 
This mentions the financial sponsorship by the SHA 
and others.    

  

 

 

left to right: David Sellers (SHA Vice-Chair), 

Martin Hamilton (Director, LCT), Jane Taylor 

(Chair, LCT), Rt Hon Hilary Benn, MP 

https://www.stx.ox.ac.uk/happ/events/space-spacetime-one-day-conference
https://www.stx.ox.ac.uk/space-spacetime-one-day-conference
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In a recent issue of SHA e-News, we asked if readers 

could help identify observatories, telescopes or people 

featured in a number of photographs unearthed from 

the archives of Leeds Astronomical Society. Now we 

have another challenge for readers. 

SHA member Eddie Carpenter would like your help 

in identifying some astronomers and observatories de-

picted on old lantern slides that he has collected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MYSTERIES FROM THE ARCHIVES 

 

Astronomer 1 

 

 

Astronomer 2 

 

Astronomer 3 

 

Observatory 1 

 

Observatory 2 

 

Observatory 3 

 

Observatory 4 
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SHA CALENDAR 

MONTH SHA EVENT OR PUBLICATION VENUE 

2018   

JAN   

FEB SHA e-News (1-5 Feb) 
Workshop: Researching Astronomy History (17 Feb) 

 
Birmingham 

MAR   

APR SHA Bulletin 29 (1 Apr) 
SHA Spring Conference (21 Apr) 

 
Cambridge 

MAY SHA e-News (1-5 May)  

JUN The Antiquarian Astronomer (Jun)  

JUL SHA Summer Picnic (30 Jun) 
 

Norwich 

AUG SHA e-News (1-5 Aug)  

SEP   

OCT SHA Bulletin 30 (1 Oct) 
SHA Autumn Conference & AGM (27 Oct) 

 
Birmingham 

NOV SHA e-News (1-5 Nov)  

DEC   
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