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SHA LAUNCHES ONLINE LECTURE SERIES
Keeping in touch with members under lockdown
As it becomes clear that it will be some time before
we are free of the global pandemic, it is also evident
that the SHA and other organisations will have to
forego physical conferences and meetings. In light of
this, the SHA has decided to organise a series of online
lectures for members—perhaps once every two
months.

described by The Spectator magazine as: “Riveting…a
brilliant study of medieval astronomy and learning”.

The first of these will be on Wednesday evening (8
p.m.) 18 Nov 2020 on the subject of ‘Monks, astrolabes and equatoria: practical astronomy in the later
Middle Ages’.

OSTERBROCK BOOK PRIZE 2021

Astronomers in medieval Europe energetically refined earlier models for the motions of the stars and
planets, and devised ingenious instruments to predict
and demonstrate them. Our speaker, Seb Falk, will
explain why astronomy was so important to medieval
monks, physicians and poets, and how surviving
manuscript records reveal their processes of invention
and calculation.
Join us at the ‘meeting’ to find out how a Benedictine monk in the smoky streets of 1390s London computed planetary longitudes, why he explained his
methods in layman’s English, and what the coded messages scrawled in the margins of his manuscript meant.
Seb teaches Medieval History and History of Science
at Cambridge University, where he was a Fellow of
Girton College from 2016 to 2019. He specialises in
the history of astronomy, navigation and mathematics—theories and technologies—from their ancient
origins to modern developments. His recently published book, The Light Ages: A Medieval Journey of
Discovery, is a wide-ranging history of medieval science, told through the life of that extraordinary monk,
John of Westwyk. It follows the twists and turns of
John’s life as a yeoman and novice, scholar and exile,
crusader and astronomer. At each stage we learn what
he learned, seeing that the Middle Ages were far more
advanced than is often assumed. The Light Ages was

The talk will be on the Zoom platform and will be
limited to 100 attendees. Places will be offered to SHA
members on a first come first served basis.

The Historical Astronomy Division (HAD) of the
American Astronomical Society (AAS) has awarded
its 2021 Donald E. Osterbrock Book Prize for Historical Astronomy to Ileana Chinnici for her excellent
work Decoding the Stars: A Biography of Angelo Secchi, Jesuit and Scientist (Brill 2019).
This is the first full-length biography of Italian astronomer Angelo Secchi (1818-1878) in English (see
the review by Kevin Johnson in the forthcoming SHA
Bulletin). Secchi was a
pioneer of spectroscopy and its application to stellar classification and solar physics.
Chinnici has also coedited (with Guy Consolmagno) a multiauthor book on the
achievements of Secchi, which is due out in
the New Year (see
Forthcoming
Books
below).
The Osterbrock Book
Prize is given in odd-numbered years and is named in
memory of Don Osterbrock, who was HAD Chair
from 1987 to 1989.

SHA website: http://www.shastro.org.uk/
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FUTURE SHA MEETINGS
EVENING ONLINE PRESENTATION
On Wed 18 Nov 2020 at 8 pm the SHA will be hosting the first in a series of free online presentations
for members (using ‘Zoom’):
Title: Monks, astrolabes and equatoria: practical
astronomy in the later Middle Ages
Speaker: Seb Falk
The talk will be limited to 100 attendees. Places will
be offered on a first come first served basis. More
details, along with joining instructions, will be sent to
all members by email nearer to the date.
To register, please contact our Meetings Secretary,
Mike White, at: Meetings@shastro.org.uk

2021 SPRING CONFERENCE
It now seems likely, as the Coronavirus pandemic
stretches into the winter, that the 2021 Spring Conference of the SHA will not be able to take place physically at the Institute of Astronomy in Cambridge. Details of alternative (possibly online) arrangements will
be announced in due course.
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SHA COUNCIL
The current SHA Officers & Council are:

Honorary Council Members
Hon President Dr Allan Chapman
Hon Vice-Pres. Dr Michael Hoskin
Hon Vice-Pres. Prof. Sir Arnold Wolfendale, FRS

Council Members
Chairman Gerard Gilligan
Vice-Chair (& e-News Editor) David Sellers
General Secretary Mike Leggett
Treasurer Geoff King
Membership Secretary Graham Jones
Editor, SHA Bulletin Kevin Walsh
Publicity Officer Mike Leggett
Survey Coordinator Kevin Johnson
Online Editor John Chuter
Librarian James Dawson
Meetings Secretary Michael White

Co-opted Officers (non-Council)
Editor, The Antiquarian Astronomer Ian Ridpath
Asst. Editor, The Antiquarian Astronomer Peter
Morris
Archivist John Chuter
Assistant Librarian Carolyn Bedwell

2021 AUTUMN CONFERENCE & AGM
SHA COUNCIL MEETINGS
This event is expected to be at the Birmingham and
Midland Institute on Sat 23 Oct 2021.

NEW SHA BULLETIN EDITOR
Following the appeal in the last issue of SHA eNews, and a subsequent direct emailing to members,
for volunteers to edit the SHA Bulletin, there has been
a fantastic response. As a result, we are delighted to
report that Dr Kevin Walsh, formerly a member of the
Editorial Board of Physics Education, has been appointed the new Editor of the Bulletin.
The SHA can now be confident that, following an
unfortunate hiatus, the timing of Bulletin issues will
soon be back to normal.

… & AN ASSISTANT EDITOR FOR
THE ANTIQUARIAN ASTRONOMER
We are delighted also that Dr Peter Morris, former
Editor of Ambix, the journal of the Society for the History of Alchemy and Chemistry, and current Editor of
the highly-praised Kosmos series of books for Reak-

The following SHA Council meetings are scheduled
for 2020:
Sat 28 Nov 2020, remotely via ‘Zoom’
When physical meetings are able to resume, SHA
members are very welcome to attend Council meetings as observers. Please let the General Secretary
know in advance, if you wish to do so.

tion Press, has agreed to be the new Assistant Editor of
The Antiquarian Astronomer.
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SHA PUBLICATIONS
SHA e-News
The next issue of the e-News is due in early February
2021. If you know of any meetings, publications, exhibitions or events pertaining to the history of astronomy
that might interest other members, please email brief
details to the Editor.
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It is usually prudent to check with the Editors before
preparing items where duplication is a possibility (e.g.
book reviews).

THE ANTIQUARIAN ASTRONOMER
Issue 14 of The Antiquarian Astronomer was published close to timetable in mid-July 2020, which is
quite an achievement, given the current unusual circumstances. All members should have received a copy.

Back issues and guidelines for contributions are
available from the e-News web page.

SHA BULLETIN
Following the appointment of our new Editor, Kevin
Walsh, we are hopeful that issue 34 of the Bulletin will
be with members before Christmas.

Contributions to the Bulletin are most welcome, including letters which can be on any aspect of the Society or the history of astronomy.
Back issues (except for the last 2 years) and guidelines for contributions are available from the Bulletin
web page.

This is a ‘bumper’ issue, running to 108 pages. The
contents include: an assessment by Simon Mitton of
Georges Lemaître’s role in what is now known as the
Hubble–Lemaître law; Paul Haley on the life and work
of Henry Cooper Key, a pioneer of silvered-glass mirrors; the story of W. H. Smyth’s telescopes told by
Rob Peeling; a study of colour perception among past
and present observers of coloured double stars by Peter
Morris and Bill Sheehan; and the final part of Richard
Schmidt and Paul Dearden’s in-depth history of the
Liverpool Observatory, from the time when it became
the Greenwich of the north to its eventual removal to
Bidston.
Because the printed version has been successfully
delivered, a PDF of the issue will not now be made
available for download from the SHA website as announced in the last e-News. Members and others wishing to submit material for future issues of The Antiquarian Astronomer should contact Ian Ridpath (Editor) at aaeditor@shastro.org.uk. Guidance for authors
and some back issues can be found on The Antiquarian
Astronomer web page.
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SHA LIBRARY NEWS
The SHA library now has over 2700 books dedicated
to the history of astronomy and related subjects, numerous journals, as well as miscellaneous items including letters, meeting programmes, conference proceedings and the like.
Outside the legal deposit libraries, the SHA Library
has one of the most extensive history of astronomy
collections in any library in the British Isles. It is
unique in having a collecting policy, totally focussed
on history of astronomy, that includes not only the latest popular and scholarly works, but also the active
acquisition of second-hand books, astronomical
ephemera, and the preservation of the works of lesser
known British astronomers and authors.
You’ll notice there are a few items recently catalogued which have come from Gilbert Satterthwaite’s
bequest. Whilst all of the books Gilbert left to the SHA
have been catalogued, there remain a few boxes of papers and other printed materials which we are still
slowly going through, so these will continue to appear
for some time yet. Gilbert retained some many brochures and leaflets, etc, which are a fascinating record
of the meetings and events he attended, and I’d urge
readers to ensure they do keep hold of these items,
which are much less likely to survive the tests of time
(and space) than books.

BMI (Birmingham): home of the SHA Library
Some items recently catalogued which have been
given to the Library:
Airy, George Biddell, Six Lectures on Astronomy, delivered at the meetings of the friends of the Ipswich
Museum, at the Temperance Hall, Ipswich, in the
month of March, 1848: with an introduction by
George Biddell Airy, Astronomer Royal, 1863, donated by Dr I F Ferguson

Bayer, Johannes, Uranometria [modern day facsimile],
1603

Carey, George G, Astronomy, as it is known at the
present day : with an account of the nature and use of
astronomical instruments, the manner of calculating
the notes of the calendar, the distances and magnitudes of the planets, and a number of other useful and
interesting calculations in astronomy, 1825, donated
by Dr I F Ferguson

Bedini, Silvio A, Mechanical Universe: the astrarium
of Giovanni de' Dondi, 1966

Spencer Jones, Harold, The Royal Observatory
Greenwich, 1943, donated by Dr I F Ferguson

Donnelly, Marian Card, Astronomical observatories in
the 17th and 18th centuries, 1964

Some items recently catalogued from the Gilbert
Satterthwaite bequest:

Some of the Library’s new additions:

Falk, Seb, The Light Ages: a Medieval Journal of Discovery, 2020
Hawkins, Hester Periam, Halley’s Comet: with plan of
its pathway in the heavens, and some notes on comets and meteors, 1910
Lattin, Harriet Pratt, Star Performance: a complete history of the planetarium, 1969
MacKie, Euan W, The Megalith Builders, 1977
Marchant, Jo, The human cosmos: a secret history of
the stars, 2020
Maunder, EW (editor), The Indian Eclipse 1898. Report of the expeditions organized by the British Astronomical Association to observe the total solar
eclipse of 1898, January 22, 1899

Alperin, Morton (ed), Vistas in Astronautics (volume
II): second annual astronautics symposium, 1959
Beioley, Steve, The Old Royal Observatory: a new
beginning. A development plan for the Old Royal
Observatory at Greenwich, 1990
BAA, List of Members 1969 April 30, 1969
Dean Publications, MicroSky: a microfiche reproduction of the Palomar Observatory sky survey and
newsletters, 1991
Dollfus, Audouin, Moon and Planets II, 1968
Franklin-Adams, John, Stellar Photographs by the late
John Franklin-Adams, 1913
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Gill, David, A brief sketch of the life and work of Sir
David Gill and his notable contributions to the science of astronomy, 1901
IAU, XXVIth general assembly: August 14-25, 2006,
Prague, Czech Republic: abstract book, 2006
IAU, Abstract book: International Astronomical Union, 24th General Assembly: Manchester, 7-18 August 2000, 2000
JPL, Mariner Mars 1971 project final report, 1972
Pilcher, Frederick, Tables of Minor Planets, 1973
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APPLEBAUM ARCHIVE DONATED
TO SHA LIBRARY
In August 2020, a box of archives of research material relating to Jeremiah Horrocks, previously belonging to the American historian of astronomy, Professor
Wilbur Applebaum (1925-2019), was generously
given to the Library of the SHA by Wilbur’s son, Alan
Applebaum. These include: translations (from the
Latin) of Horrocks’s letters; research notes; old books
and papers about Horrocks; and several surviving
manuscripts of the Barrow-in-Furness historian, Sidney Gaythorpe (1880-1964), concerning the life and
work of Horrocks, which had been carefully preserved
by Professor Applebaum.

DAVID LE CONTE
We are very sad to report that David Le Conte, a
founder member of the SHA, died on 11 Aug 2020.
David, who was born in Guernsey on the Channel Islands, had a long and fascinating career as a professional astronomer.
I am still not going to advertise opening dates for the
time being as we are still watching the national picture.
However, if any member wants to visit the Library, get
in touch with me and I am sure we can arrange a date
where your visit can be undertaken safely.
The revised catalogue of books in the library is available and a link to this can be found on the library page
of the SHA’s website as a downloadable Excel spreadsheet – if you have trouble viewing the catalogue let us
know and we can arrange to send it to you in an alternative format.
If you want to know more about the library or its
stock, or if you'd like help with your research or finding a book or article, or other library-related matter,
please do contact James and Carolyn who would love
to hear from you.
James Dawson, SHA Librarian
library@shastro.org.uk

After working initially at the Royal Observatory in
Edinburgh, and at the University College of Wales,
Aberystwyth, on equipment development, he then
moved to the United States to participate in NASA’s
space programme. He subsequently worked at some of
the world’s largest observatories and became department manager at Kitt Peak National Observatory in
Arizona.
He returned to Guernsey in 1978, he became involved with the Société Guernesiaise (the island’s local studies society) and became Secretary of its Astronomy Section in 1985.
David regularly contributed papers and articles to
The Antiquarian Astronomer and the SHA Bulletin.
Besides writing about the orientation of megalithic
tombs on the Channel Islands, he took a special interest in the life of Warren de la Rue, another son of
Guernsey. He will be greatly missed.

EDDIE CARPENTER
REVIEW OF SHA CONSTITUTION
More flexibility and new approaches to conducting
business have been impressed upon the SHA by present circumstances. In light of these, the Council has
decided to launch a review of the current SHA Constitution to see whether it needs modifying accordingly.
If you have time, please have a look at our present
Constitution and send any comments or suggestions to
Mike Leggett, our General Secretary.

It is also with great sadness that we inform members
of the death of another SHA stalwart, Eddie Carpenter
on 7 Oct 2020. Eddie, who died after the recent recurrence of the cancer that had dogged him for the last 13
years, was a regular presenter at SHA conferences. In
fact, he gave short presentations at the last three Autumn Conferences.
His special interests were old astronomical instruments and lantern slides. He also had a large astronomical library and an encyclopaedic knowledge of
antiquarian astronomical books.
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Astronomy was Eddie’s lifelong passion and he was
a skilled observer with a thirst for knowledge, which
he loved to pass on. He taught outreach classes for
Bristol University and introduced many people to the
joys of stargazing.
He was delighted when his ‘Roller Coaster’ asterism
was officially recognised giving him a place in posterity. It became known as Eddie’s Roller Coaster when
published in the Saguaro Asterisms Database in 2013,
and subsequently in Sky at Night Magazine in 2014.
Located in Cassiopeia, it lies about 3° north of Navi
(gamma Cassiopeiae), and runs about 2½° across the
sky.
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MESSAGE FROM THE
SLOVAK ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY
To SHA e-News readers:
“It is a great pleasure for me to announce that the
first volume of Slovak periodical SPHAERA devoted
to history of astronomy is now online. You can read
and/or download it here (The link is placed at the bottom of the page.)
“This first volume is dedicated to history of astronomy outside of Slovakia.

Eddie featured in the 2007 BBC TV Time Shift series, from which the screenshot below is taken.

SHA ON THE ROAD
For obvious reasons, the SHA has not been able to
have any publicity stalls recently.
If you are aware of future events, which would be
suitable for a SHA stall, please let us know.

SHA SURVEY
During lockdown there has been a valuable stream of
new names for the survey. These have included James
Scott (1844-1928), a stone mason in Selkirk who built
an astronomical clock for the town—the first entry for
the lowland Scottish county. Another name uncovered
was Edwin Clark (1814-1894), an engineer who
worked with the railway pioneer Robert Stephenson.
He had an observatory housing an 8-inch Ross refractor at his home at Marlow, Berks. A more contemporary entry was Roland Clarkson (1889-1954), a keen
amateur astronomer and lunar observer based in Suffolk who helped found the Ipswich and District Society. Lastly, the name of Margaret Bryan (fl.1783-1816)
was contributed, a pioneering natural philosopher interested in astronomy. She was best known for her
textbook on geography and astronomy.

“The name SPHAERA is an acronym for ‘Slovak Periodical for the History of Astronomy ERA’. It is available for professional historians of astronomy as well as
absolute novices in this fascinating field of study. The
overall style of the SPHAERA was also inspired by
SHA publications and other periodicals issued by observatories or various organizations in Slovakia. It is
meant to be a place where one can find a broad range
of articles on various topics, from scholar or popularizing articles, through essays and interviews to reviews
of books from the history of astronomy, cosmology or
astrology (the last one understood as a cultural phenomenon in history of astronomy) above all in Slovak
language.
“I would like to encourage everyone (even the readers of SHA publications) to contribute with original
text of any length. An article submitted in English will
be translated into Slovak and inserted into the next
issue of SPHAERA. Issuing of the periodical is irregular and every new volume is announced via e-mail.”
Stanislav Šišulák
Chairman
Section of the History of Astronomy
Slovak Astronomical Society
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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT
working for NASA in the 1960’s, David made his own
specific contribution which lead to the Apollo 11 astronauts taking those first lunar steps back in the summer of 1969.

The recently held Society Annual General Meeting
provided clear evidence, via reports, tables of figures
and charts, of how both the officers of the Council and
you, the membership, have continue to cope during
these difficult times. The Covid-19 pandemic has put
us, our families, and friends to the test. By that I mean
our fortitude and not having our mouths and ears
probed for Covid-19 testing. However over the last
eight months, the SHA has shown that it takes much to
stop its activities, meetings and publications.
We continue to provide the services that you the
membership expect, and I’m glad to report that this
society will and is doing its very best to rebuild its
meeting/events timetable for next year using virtual
meeting means, and to make sure that all our excellent
publications appear when they can—in either your
electronic mail box or your front door post box.
I would like to take this opportunity to warmly welcome Dr Kevin Walsh as our new SHA Bulletin Editor,
and also Peter Morris who has very kindly agreed to
become our new Antiquarian Astronomer, Assistant
Editor. Both gentlemen I’m happy to report were confirmed in post at the October AGM, and other Council
officers are providing the necessary support as they
both become used to their new roles. But I note that
they both bring within them much welcome experience
in the production of the printed word.
I finish this edition of my Chairman’s Chat on a sad
note, with the recent news of the passing of two great
SHA members, who over the years have provided
amazing support for the society, with either published
articles or excellent lectures and presentations.
David Le Conte, who passed away in August, was
an accomplished optical expert who did much to establish educational astronomy on his home Island of
Guernsey. Over many years he also carried out detailed research into another Guernsey born astronomer,
Warren De La Rue, which the SHA published. But, in

Eddie Carpenter, whose death was announced in
September, had an infectious enthusiasm for astronomical history, which I will very much miss at Society meetings. Sadly, I only got to know Eddie relatively recently, but we almost became a double act at
the start of society meetings either in Oxford or Birmingham. His “warm-up” act was always a great start
to our events, and his knowledge of astronomy books,
and his hundreds of early lantern slides will be a great
loss to all lovers of astronomy.
Both David and Eddie were skilled observers, and
would always freely pass on their historical knowledge
to those new to astronomy. But both left their mark, in
either helping mankind to explore the lunar surface or
in leaving a recognised astronomical asterism in the
constellation of Cassiopeia – Eddie’s Roller Coaster.
The Society will publish more detailed appreciations
for both David and Eddie in due course, in the SHA
Bulletin, but in the meantime I would like to send a
belated message of condolence on behalf of the SHA
Council and membership to David’s wife Dorothy, and
Eddie’s wife Jackie, plus their families.
Stay well and take care – Gerard Gilligan.
Gerard Gilligan,
Chairman

SHA RESEARCH GRANTS
SHA Small Research Grants are available for the period 1 Nov 2020 to 31 Oct 2021 and applications are
solicited. The total amount allocated by the Council for
the current round is £1500. These grants are made
available to provide limited financial support for
members’ research.
Links to the application form and regulations for applicants are available on the Society’s Web site. Applications must be made using the application form. Appended to the regulations are some guidelines for
completing the case for support that forms part of
every application.
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FORTHCOMING BOOKS
NOTICED
Tycho Brahe and the Measure of the Heavens
(Renaissance Lives), by John Robert Christianson
(Reaktion Books), Aug 2020, pp.288 (hardback,
£15.95), ISBN 9781789142341
The Danish aristocrat
and astronomer Tycho
Brahe personified the
inventive vitality of Renaissance life in the sixteenth century. Brahe lost
his nose in a student
duel, wrote Latin poetry
and built one of the most
astonishing villas of the
period, as well as the
observatory Uraniborg,
while virtually inventing
team research and establishing the fundamental
rules of empirical science.
This illustrated biography presents a new and dynamic view of Tycho’s life, reassessing his gradual
separation of astrology from astronomy, and his key
relationships with Johannes Kepler, his sister, Sophie,
and his kinsmen at the court of King Frederick II.
The History of Modern Astronomy in Japan, by
Tomokazu Kogure (Springer), Dec 2020, pp.330
(hardback, £109.99), ISBN 9783030570606
This book considers the
history of modern astronomy and astrophysics in
Japan by comparing with
the development of astrophysics in western countries. Astrophysics essentially arose in three separate fields: astronomical
spectroscopy,
stellar
structure, and survey of
celestial objects.
This book introduces
readers to the state of astronomy back in the Tokugawa era (18th–19th centuries), when the chief task of astronomers was limited
to calendar making. With the so-called Meiji revolution (1868), the situation drastically changed. The
Meiji Government promoted the modernization of Japan by hiring numbers of foreign instructors in political, social, and cultural affairs, including the construction of an Observatory and University. Then the for-
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eign studies of Japanese researchers lasted for many
years. After the Second World War, Japan experienced
great social and economical growth allowing the construction of large optical, radio, and space instruments.
With this background, astrophysics progressed and
eventually flourished. The book ends by highlighting
Japanese contributions to international collaboration
up to the early 21st century.
Readers of this book will understand how astrophysics has grown into one of the major sciences in Japan,
and how the works of individual astronomers are contributing to the global advancement of knowledge of
the universe.
Einstein Was Right: The Science and History of
Gravitational Waves, ed. Jed Z. Buchwald (Princeton
University Press), Oct 2020, pp.264 (hardback,
£30.00), ISBN 9780691194547
In
1915,
Albert
Einstein predicted the
existence of gravitational
waves—ripples in the
fabric
of
spacetime
caused by the movement
of large masses—as part
of the theory of general
relativity. A century later,
researchers with the
Laser Interferometer Gravitational Wave Observatory (LIGO) confirmed
Einstein’s
prediction,
detecting
gravitational
waves generated by the collision of two black holes.
Shedding new light on the hundred-year history of
this momentous achievement, Einstein Was Right
brings together essays by two of the physicists who
won the Nobel Prize for their instrumental roles in the
discovery, along with contributions by leading scholars
who offer unparalleled insights into one of the most
significant scientific breakthroughs of our time.
This illuminating book features an introduction by
Tilman Sauer and invaluable firsthand perspectives on
the history and significance of the LIGO consortium
by physicists Barry Barish and Kip Thorne.
Theoretical physicist Alessandra Buonanno discusses
the new possibilities opened by gravitational wave
astronomy, and sociologist of science Harry Collins
and historians of science Diana Kormos Buchwald,
Daniel Kennefick, and Jürgen Renn provide further
insights into the history of relativity and LIGO. The
book closes with a reflection by philosopher Don
Howard on the significance of Einstein’s theory for the
philosophy of science.
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Einstein Was Right is a compelling and thoughtprovoking account of one of the most thrilling
scientific discoveries of the modern age. travel.
Vera Rubin: A Life, by Jacqueline & Simon Mitton
(Harvard University Press), Feb 2021, pp.304
(hardback, £23.95), ISBN 9780674919198
The first biography of
a pioneering scientist
who made significant
contributions to our
understanding of dark
matter and championed
the advancement of
women in science. One
of the great lingering
mysteries of the universe
is dark matter. Scientists
are not sure what it is,
but most believe it's out
there, and in abundance.
The astronomer who
finally convinced many of them was Vera Rubin.
When Rubin died in 2016, she was regarded as one of
the most influential astronomers of her era. Her
research on the rotation of spiral galaxies was
groundbreaking, and her observations contributed
significantly to the confirmation of dark matter, a most
notable achievement.
This book provides a detailed, accessible overview
of Rubin's work, showing how she leveraged immense
curiosity,
profound
intelligence,
and
novel
technologies to help transform our understanding of
the cosmos. But Rubin's impact was not limited to her
contributions to scientific knowledge. She also helped
to transform scientific practice by promoting the
careers of women researchers. Not content to be an
inspiration, Rubin was a mentor and a champion. She
advocated for hiring women faculty, inviting women
speakers to major conferences, and honoring women
with awards that were historically the exclusive
province of men. Rubin's papers and correspondence
yield vivid insights into her life and work, as she faced
down gender discrimination and met the demands of
family and research throughout a long and influential
career.
Pioneer of Galactic Astronomy: A Biography of
Jacobus C. Kapteyn, by Pieter C. van der Kruit
(Springer), Jan 2021, pp.241 (hardback, £27.99), ISBN
9783030554224
This non-technical biography of Jacobus Cornelius
Kapteyn (1851-1922) presents to the general reader the
scientific life of the astronomer who pioneered the
studies of the structure of the Milky Way Galaxy. In
telling Kapteyn’s story the author weaves in astronomy
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basics and uses modern astronomical images to show
the developments of astronomical research from Kapteyn’s times to the present. In particular the study of
the distribution of stars in space has now culminated
with spectacular new
insights coming from the
astrometric
satellite
GAIA, which is receiving much public attention
today.
The biography shows
how Kapteyn’s ideas
influenced
prominent
astronomers worldwide.
He is prominent as designer of the Kapteyn
Universe, the alternative
to the large system found
by Harlow Shapley. He
is the discoverer of Kapteyn’s Star, still the second
fastest moving star in the sky, which is now one of the
nearest stars with a planet in the habitable zone.
This hybrid of astronomy history and popular astronomy tells the story of the astronomy professor
without an observatory who founded the first astronomical laboratory specializing in measuring photographic plates exposed elsewhere. Kapteyn took astronomy out of cataloguing stars to measuring distances and velocities in order to study their spatial distribution, systematic motions and the equilibrium between their gravity and motions. His legacy includesJan Hendrik Oort, the famous astronomer from Leiden,
who as a student was so impressed by Kapteyn’s lectures that he decided to become an astronomer.
Angelo Secchi and Nineteenth Century Science:
The Multidisciplinary Contributions of a Pioneer
and Innovator, by Ileana Chinnici and Guy
Consolmagno (Eds.) (Springer), Jan 2021, pp.290
(hardback, £109.99), ISBN 9783030583835
Angelo Secchi was a
key figure in 19th century science. An Italian
Jesuit and scientist, he
helped lead the transition from astronomy to
astrophysics and left a
lasting legacy in the
field. Secchi’s spectral
classification of stars
was a milestone that
paved the way for modern astronomical research. He was also a
founder of modern meteorology and an inno-
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vator in the design and development of new instruments and methods across disciplines. This contributed
volume collects together reviews from an international
group of historians, scientists and scholars representing
the multiple disciplines where Secchi made significant
contributions during his remarkable career. It analyzes
both his famous and lesser known pioneering efforts
with equal vigour, providing a well-rounded narrative
of his life’s work. Beyond his scientific and technological work, his role as a Jesuit priest in Rome during
the turbulent years of the mid 19th century is also described and placed in the context of his scientific and
civic activities.
Kepler’s New Star (1604):Context and Controversy, by Patrick J. Boner (Ed.) (Brill), Dec 2020
(hardback, 149 euros), ISBN 9789004431638
The supernova of 1604
marks a major turning
point in the cosmological
crisis of the sixteenth and
seventeenth
centuries.
Capturing the eyes and
imagination of Europe, it
ignited an explosion of
ideas
that
forever
changed the face of
science.
Variously interpreted as a
comet or star, the new
luminary
brought
together a broad network
of scholars who debated the nature of the novelty and
its origins in the universe. At the heart of the
interdisciplinary discourse was Johannes Kepler,
whose book On the New Star (1606) assessed the
many disputes of the day. Beginning with several
studies about Kepler’s book, the authors of the present
volume explore the place of Kepler and the ‘new star’
in early modern culture and religion, and how
contemporary debate shaped the course of science
down to the present day.
Master of Galactic Astronomy: A Biography of Jan
Hendrik Oort, by Pieter C. van der Kruit (Springer),
Jan 2021, pp.296 (hardback, £27.99), ISBN
9783030555474
This accessible and entertaining biography
chronicles the life and triumphs of astronomer Jan
Hendrik Oort, who helped lay the foundations of
modern astronomy in the 20th century. The book puts
into context some of Oort's most significant
achievements, including his discovery that the Milky
Way rotates, as well as his famous hypothesis that our
Solar System is surrounded by a reservoir of comets —
now simply known as the Oort Cloud.
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Written
by
Oort’s
former
student,
this
fascinating story also
delves into Oort’s pivotal
role in the foundation of
major
astronomical
facilities, including radio
telescopes
in
the
Netherlands
and
the
European
Southern
Observatory (ESO), which
now operates the most
successful astronomical
observatories in the world.

The book draws extensively on new archival
research through the Oort Archives, along with
personal reminiscences by Oort’s son and astronomergrandson, to paint a more detailed picture of Oort’s life
not just as an astronomer, but also as a husband, father,
and citizen. The strong public interest in comets
triggered by the Rosetta mission to comet 67P/
Churyumov–Gerasimenko and the recently discovered
interstellar comet in the Solar System make this book
particularly timely.
The History of Modern Astronomy in Japan, by
Tomokazu Kogure (Springer), Dec 2020 (hardback,
£109.99), ISBN 9783030570606
This book considers the
history of modern astronomy and astrophysics in
Japan by comparing with
the development of astrophysics in western countries. Astrophysics essentially arose in three separate fields: astronomical
spectroscopy, stellar structure, and survey of celestial
objects.
This book introduces
readers to the state of astronomy back to the Tokugawa era (18th – 19th centuries), when the chief task of astronomers was limited
to the calendar making. With the so-called Meiji revolution (1868), the situation drastically changed. The
Meiji Government promoted the modernization of Japan by hiring numbers of foreign instructors in political, social, and cultural affairs, including Construction
of Observatory and University. Then the foreign studies of Japanese researchers lasted for many years. After the Second World War, Japan experienced great
social and economical growth allowing the constructions of large optical, radio, and space instruments.
With this background astrophysics progressed and
eventually flourished. The book ends by highlighting
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Japanese contributions to international collaboration
up to the early 21st century.
Readers of this book will understand how astrophysics has grown into one of the major sciences in Japan,
and how the works of individual astronomers are contributing to the global advancement of knowledge of
the universe.
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NEW SHA BOOKLET
Jeremiah Horrocks

RECENT BOOKS MISSED
Dutch Light: Christiaan Huygens and the Making
of Science in Europe, by Hugh Aldersey-Williams
(Picador), Sep 2020, pp.560 (hardback, £25.00), ISBN
9781509893317
Filled
with incident,
discovery, and revelation,
Dutch Light is a vivid
account
of
Christiaan
Huygens’s remarkable life
and career, but it is also
nothing less than the story
of the birth of modern
science as we know it.
Europe’s greatest scientist
during the latter half of the
seventeenth
century,
Christiaan Huygens was a
true polymath. A towering
figure in the fields of astronomy, optics, mechanics,
and mathematics, many of his innovations in
methodology, optics and timekeeping remain in use to
this day. Among his many achievements, he developed
the theory of light travelling as a wave, invented the
mechanism for the pendulum clock, and discovered the
rings of Saturn – via a telescope that he had also
invented.
A man of fashion and culture, Christiaan came from
a family of multi-talented individuals whose circle
included not only leading figures of Dutch society, but
also artists and philosophers such as Rembrandt,
Locke and Descartes. The Huygens family and their
contemporaries would become key actors in the Dutch
Golden Age, a time of unprecedented intellectual
expansion within the Netherlands. Set against a
backdrop of worldwide religious and political turmoil,
this febrile period was defined by danger, luxury and
leisure, but also curiosity, purpose, and tremendous
possibility.

Note: The descriptions of the books above are
largely taken from the publishers. They are not reviews
and do not imply endorsement by the SHA.

The Liverpool astronomer, Jeremiah Horrocks
(c.1618-1641), was described by Sir John Herschel as
“the pride and boast of British Astronomy”. Tragically,
Horrocks died in his early twenties. Without a doubt,
had he lived longer, he would have achieved great
things. Even as a teenager he was a pioneer of new
thinking in astronomy that ranked him with the leading
astronomers of Europe. For almost 400 years his work
has continued to elicit the admiration of succeeding
generations.
On the basis of his own calculations, Horrocks predicted that on 24th November 1639 (old-style calendar)
the planet Venus would pass in front of the Sun’s
disc—a rare event, which had never been seen before.
He and his greatest friend, William Crabtree of Salford, gained everlasting fame by observing this ‘transit
of Venus’.
In this previously unpublished work, the Barrow-inFurness historian, Sidney Gaythorpe (1880-1964), recounts Horrocks’s life and achievements, as seen
through the prism of his correspondence with Crabtree.
This full-colour booklet is 44 pages (210 x210 mm).
Price £8.00 (£10.30 including postage within the UK
only). Further details via: enews@shastro.org.uk
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WEB-LINKS NOTICED
Journal of Astronomical History and
Heritage
The latest issue of the Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage (v.23, no.2, August 2020) is now
available online for download.

Instruments–Observations–Theories
Studies in the History of Astronomy
in Honor of James Evans
This wonderful collection of papers on the history of
astronomy is presented as a 297 page online openaccess book – a ‘Festschrift’ for James Evans, the author of The History and Practice of Ancient Astronomy
(Oxford University Press, 1998). The collection is edited by Alexander Jones and Christián Carman, and
includes essays by many eminent historians of astronomy on a wide range of topics, from the Antikythera
Mechanism to the discovery of Uranus.

Narrow escape for historic observatories as forest fires blaze in US
Only the heroism of fire crews saved the historic
Mount Wilson Observatory from complete destruction
as the Bobcat fire blazed in the forest around it. A
video record of the perilous situation that it faced –
especially during the night of 17 Sep 2020 can be seen
on the Observatory’s website.
During the previous month the Lick Observatory in
faced a similar threat from Californian fires.

View from a Mount Wilson Observatory webcam at a
moment of great jeopardy on 17 Sep 2020 (credit:
HPWREN)
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Private Spaces – Knowledge and
Instruments
The 39th Scientific Instrument Commission Symposium—the first digital one—was organised by the Science Museum and Royal Museums Greenwich during
the week 14-18 September 2020. The main theme was
Spaces for Instruments and, in order to enable maximum participation across time zones, the presentations
were pre-recorded. Some sessions, including that on
Private Spaces – Knowledge and Instruments, covered
topics in the history of astronomy, such as astrolabes.

The Making of Miss Brown
A new play by Parrot Productions is currently showing
at the Stroud Theatre 2020 Online Festival. A small
fee of £3 applies, to support the producers and performers during the Covid-19 lockdown.
Cirencester 1883: Like so many dutiful Victorian
women, 52-year old Miss Brown lives a mundane life,
caring for her sick father. There are bills to be paid,
sheets to be washed and, fulfilling one of her father’s
duties, daily meteorological readings to be taken. As a
devout Quaker she follows ‘the light within’, but, with
her passion for astronomy, longs to see the
invisible and explore the
hidden depths of the
universe. While some
wing-clipped geese on
her neighbour’s farm
seem like an accurate
metaphor of her life so
far, the dark clouds that
constantly
hug
the
Cotswold horizon look
like a vision perfectly
predicting her remaining
days. Suddenly, Elizabeth’s life changes, and
she needs to decide whether to seek a life of comfortable mediocrity or chase her dream. In The Making of
Miss Brown, by Gloucestershire writer David Elder,
and directed by Rhona Smith, Marianne Gaston (with
voice-overs supplied by Anthony Young) brings to life
the untold story of Elizabeth Brown (1830-99), Cirencester’s forgotten astronomer, in this new one-person
play.

Ptolemy’s Science of the Stars in
the Middle Ages
Claudius Ptolemy (c. 100-170 A.D.) is one of the
most influential scholars of all time. While he is also
the author of treatises on geography, optics and harmonics, his fame primarily stems from two works on
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the science of the stars, dealing with mathematical astronomy (the Almagest) and astrology (the
Tetrabiblos). The Almagest and the Tetrabiblos remained the fundamental texts on the science of the
stars for some 1500 years. Both were translated several
times into Arabic and Latin and were heavily commented upon, glossed, discussed, and also criticised
and improved upon, in
the Islamic world and
in Christian Europe.
Yet, the reception of
Ptolemy in medieval
cultures is still to a
large extent a terra incognita of the history
of science.
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neath The Night, and how stargazing has shaped the
development of our species.

Journal of Skyscape Archaeology
The latest issue of the
Journal of Skyscape
Archaeology is now
available online (v.6,
no.1, Sep 2020). Most
of the articles are free to
download,
including
one co-authored by
SHA members Carolyn
Kennett and Brian
Sheen on Investigating
Archaeology and Astronomy at The Hurlers,
Cornwall 2013–2019.

The Arabic and Latin
versions of the Almagest and the Tetrabiblos are for the most
part unavailable in
modern editions, their
manuscripts remain largely unexplored and, generally
speaking, their history has never been systematically
investigated.

.

A free-to-download book, Ptolemy’s Science of the
Stars in the Middle Ages (published by Brepols), gathers together fifteen contributions dealing with various
aspects of the reception of Ptolemy’s astronomy and
astrology in the Islamic world and in Christian Europe
up to the seventeenth century.

Robert Burnham and his Celestial
Handbook
Robert Burnham, Jr. compiled one of the most popular astronomy books ever—the three-volume “observing bible”, Burnham’s Celestial Handbook—while
working at Lowell Observatory in the mid-20th century. However, Burnham’s life was tragic in many
ways. In celebration of International Observe the
Moon Night (26 Sep 2020), this 45-minute video from
the Lowell Observatory takes a look at the complicated
man who brought the wonders of space to people
around the world. Lowell Observatory Historian Kevin
Schindler hosts a discussion with journalist Tony Ortega, who in 1998 wrote the defining account of Burnham’s life; Donna Courtney, Burnham’s niece and
only surviving relative; and Brian Skiff, renowned sky
expert who has worked for nearly 40 years at Lowell
Observatory as an observer and research scientist.

History of Ancient Astronomy
Sky at Night Magazine presents a 36-minute interview with Dr Stuart Clark about his new book, Be-

NEW MEMBERS
We are pleased to give a warm welcome to the
following new members who have joined or rejoined since the previous issue of SHA e-News:
Mr Arnaldo Alvarez

GERMANY

Guernsey Astronomy Society GUERNSEY
Mr Peter Rigby

NANTWICH

Prof. Horace Smith

USA

Mr Geoffrey White

SOMERSET
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OTHER MEETINGS, COURSES &
EXHIBITIONS NOTICED (non-SHA)
Given the uncertain situation with the pandemic, anyone interested in the following events is advised to
check regularly whether they are still going ahead.

BAA Historical Section meeting
The BAA Historical Section has replaced its meeting
on 21 Nov 2020 with an online webinar at 14.30 featuring Dr Geoff Belknap, Head Curator of the Museum
of Science and Media in Bradford, on The Early History of Astrophotography. The webinar will be on
Zoom and also live streamed to the BAA’s YouTube
channel. SHA members are welcome to attend. Full
details about how to join are on the Section’s webpage.

Astronomical Observatories and
Chronometry: Time, Science and Instruments (18th-20thCentury)
2-4 Dec 2020 at the Musée international d’horlogerie,
La Chaux-de-Fonds
This workshop will focus on the importance of observatories in the determination of exact time, in the
technological innovation of scientific instruments and
the improvement of observational techniques, in the
diffusion of the measure of exact time among the public, and in testing and certifying precision chronometers. In the framework of this event, the role of observatories as centres of astronomical and astrophysical
research will be secondary.
Topics will include (but not be limited to):
• The relationship between astronomy and time
• The history of chronometry and the role of chronometric observatories
• The crafting of precision instruments and their trade
• The history of watchmaking industry as of the 18th
century
• Scientific practices and the technical know-how in
observatories between the end of the 18th century and
the mid-20th century

The Clockwork Universe
Wed 9 Dec 2020 17.00-18.30 at the University of
Portsmouth. Lecture Theatre 1, Richmond Building,
Portland Street, Portsmouth, PO1 3DE
How did our view of the Universe develop?
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By the mid-eighteenth century it was accepted that
the Universe was constrained by physical laws. These
laws, if not entirely understood, showed regularity and
could be handled mathematically to provide both explanation and prediction of celestial phenomena.
Most of us have at least some hazy idea of the fundamental shift that came through the work of Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo and Newton. The idea that the
universe runs like a clock tends to be associated with
these sixteenth - and seventeenth - century pioneers.
It remains as a useful and perhaps comforting analogy. But the idea of a “mechanical” universe had been
around for much longer – at least as far back as the
third century BCE. The evidence for this from the Antikythera Mechanism, an extraordinary artefact from
ancient Greece, will be described and illustrated.
Professor Mike Edmunds will discuss how the technology and philosophy had developed by the nineteenth century AD.
The subsequent advent of quantum mechanics and
high-performance computing inevitably prompts us to
ask the question – “Is a mechanistic view of the Universe still valid in the twenty-first century?”

History of Astronomy Workshop
(NDXV)
Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, the Fifteenth Biennial
History of Astronomy Workshop (NDXV), originally
scheduled for July 2021, has been postponed until the
following year on June 8–12, 2022.

INFORMATION WANTED
STANLEY HEY’S
RADIO OBSERVATORY IN
RICHMOND PARK
We have received a query from Timothy Baker about
whether any members have any personal knowledge
about the precise location of Stanley Hey's radio observatory in Richmond Park, 1942-1949, the first radio
observatory in Britain, which emerged from Hey's
wartime radar research. Published accounts appear not
to be more specific than simply stating that the observatory was 'in Richmond Park'. Any information
gratefully received
to: mailto:timothymmbaker@googlemail.com
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Meet Brian Jones
SHA’s public Facebook page administrator
newspapers and magazines, as well as the part works
mentioned above. One of the publishers I contacted
(Mitchell Beazley) wrote back and offered me The
Beginner’s Guide to Astronomy (see above) which
they needed within three months of me signing the
contract. The payment rate was a third of what I would
have earned in my engineering job…but that didn’t
stop me accepting! I handed in my notice, left
engineering…and my full-time writing career was up
and running!
Is there a topic in the History of Astronomy that is
of particular interest to you?

Brian Jones hails from Bradford in the West Riding of
Yorkshire and was a founder member of the Bradford
Astronomical Society. He developed a fascination with
astronomy at the age of five when he first saw the stars
through a pair of binoculars, although he spent the
first part of his working life developing a career in
mechanical engineering. However, his true passion lay
in the stars and his interest in astronomy took him into
the realms of writing sky guides for local newspapers,
appearing on local radio and television, teaching
astronomy and space in schools and, in 1985, leaving
engineering to become a full time astronomy and
space writer. His books have covered a range of
astronomy and space-related topics for both children
and adults and his journalistic work includes writing
articles and book reviews for several astronomy
magazines as well as for many general interest
magazines, newspapers and periodicals.
You are the author of a number of books on
practical astronomy. What made you start writing
the books?
I have written (or in the process of writing) around
20 books on astronomy and space, the first one being
The Beginner’s Guide to Astronomy (Mitchell Beazley,
1987). Prior to that I had written sections of text for
several books including The Heavens: Planets, Stars,
Galaxies (Leisure Circle, 1984) and The Skywatcher’s
Handbook (Corgi Books, 1985). It was the latter which
inspired me to take up writing on a full-time basis.
While still in engineering, in mid-1985 I wrote to
around 30 publishers to offer my services, letting them
know of my availability as a writer and informing
them that I had written astronomy items for several

Although I have an interest in anything relating to
the history of astronomy, if I had to choose any
particular topics, these would be the mythology and
folklore of the stars and constellations and the history
of constellations prior to standardization by the IAU in
the 1920s.
You have been successfully running the SHA’s
public Facebook page for some years. How long is it
now?
I think it would be from 2017 onwards…although
you would have to confirm with the SHA exactly when
I became an admin for the page.
How many followers does it now have?
There are 6,031 followers and 5,718 page ‘likes’ (as
of 15 Oct 2020)
You have covered a vast number of astronomers,
observatories, etc, in the regular entries. What
resources do you use to keep the ideas coming?
I initially picked out a few of the better-known
astronomers, mainly from online sources such as
Wikipedia and so on. As the list expanded I decided to
try and locate births and/or deaths of astronomers for
every day/date of the year, and eventually managed to
‘complete’ the list of entries! I then added any others
that I happened to come across resulting in many dates
now having a wide selection of relevant entries, which
sometimes makes it a difficult choice as to which ones
I use for these days! I also tend to seek out the obscure
astronomers whose work was important but whose
efforts are perhaps not as widely recognised as they
should be. In addition, I collect anniversaries of the
discoveries of planets, minor planets, comets and so
on. I also actively seek out entries relating to women in
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astronomy, as I feel that they are often the ‘unsung
heroines’ of astronomy.
You have recently published a delightful modern
version of Joseph Henry Elgie’s The Stars Night by
Night (published in 1914 and again in 1919). Do you
feel a kinship with Elgie? What is appealing about
his book?
The Stars Night By Night was a ‘more affordable’
edition of Elgie’s original book The Night Skies of a
Year, published in
1910. Elgie really
wanted to introduce a
love of astronomy and
the night sky to a nonscientific readership,
hence the 1914 and
1919
paperback
versions of the book,
which he describes in
his preface as being a
‘…very cheap edition
(which) will give it
that wide scope which
it could not perhaps
enjoy at the higher price’. It is interesting to note that
these later versions each contained a ‘movable star
chart’ in the form of a small planisphere. Imagine the
cost of that in a modern publication! The cover price of
the 1914 and 1919 editions was a princely 1/- and 1/6
respectively (5p and 7½p in modern currency).
Amazing!
Elgie was something of a pioneer as an astronomy
populariser. He wrote articles for a number of
newspapers, magazines and journals, as well as writing
several other books both on astronomy and the
weather. He also carried out numerous broadcasts
during the 1920s on the recently-formed BBC. These
broadcasts, usually of around quarter of an hour or so
in duration, were transmitted from studios in both
London and Nottingham, and covered many different

page 16

topics relating to both astronomy and the weather. It
would be interesting to know if any of these recordings
still exist in some form or another . . .
Given his achievements, Joseph Henry Elgie was
indeed an inspiration, not only to his readerships and
audiences of the time, but to anyone who wants to
inform the general public of the wonders of astronomy
and the night sky. He certainly inspired me when I
heard about his work, and he continues to do so.
Your biggest publishing commitment is now the
annual Yearbook of Astronomy, which has
continued the tradition maintained for many years
by Patrick Moore. How did this happen?
The Yearbook of Astronomy has long been an
indispensable publication and a fitting tribute to the
magnificent contributions that Patrick Moore made to
astronomy over the years, and the annual appearance
of the Yearbook has been eagerly anticipated by
amateur astronomers for well over half a century from
when it first appeared way back in 1962. When it was
discovered that the publishers of the Yearbook of
Astronomy had taken the decision that the 2016 edition
was to be the last one, and that publication of this
annual stalwart was about to cease, the decision was
taken to try and do something about it.
As luck would have it, Pen & Sword Books, of
Barnsley, had already approached me to ask if I
wanted to write something on astronomy for their new
astronomy book list. I immediately suggested that they
might like to consider taking on the Yearbook of
Astronomy…and they accepted! One really excellent
(and welcome) upshot of this is that the Yearbook of
Astronomy is now both edited and published in the
West Riding of Yorkshire!
However, although a publisher had been found to
take the Yearbook on from the 2018 edition onwards,
and that the 2018 edition would appear on the
bookshelves towards the end of 2017, there was still
the problem of there being no 2017 edition (which
from a commercial point of view would have needed
to be on sale by October 2016).
It was essential (obviously) that there should NOT be
a ‘gap’ in the yearly sequence and that a Yearbook of
Astronomy 2017 simply had to be done! With the
valuable support of Richard Pearson, a self-published
2017 edition was compiled. Production of this edition,
from conception in late-November 2016 to publication
in March 2017, was carried out at what can only be
described as a hectic pace! In order to help meet the
cost of production, the 2017 edition was published on
a subscription basis, in that individuals (and a few
businesses) were approached to sponsor the book. For
a fairly modest fee subscriber would have their name

Joseph Henry Elgie
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included in the ‘List of Subscribers’ (printed on pages
6 and 7) and would, of course, receive a
complimentary copy of the book for their bookshelf.
The Yearbook of Astronomy 2017 is still available
and can be purchased online now at the Starlight
Nights website.
What have been the biggest challenges in producing
the Yearbook of Astronomy?
I initially thought that it would be something of a
challenge to locate and commission enough articles to
fill each edition of the Yearbook of Astronomy. After
all, not only has each of the monthly sky notes to be
accompanied by a
short article, but a
minimum of 10
longer ones are
needed for the main
Article Section – a
total of around 24
articles for each
edition.
However
(and not wishing to
‘speak too soon’)
my fears on this
score appear to have
been
groundless!
Such is the support
for the Yearbook of
Astronomy that I
have already (almost) managed to fill the Article
Section for both the 2023 and 2024 editions, as well as
allocating several for the 2025 and 2026 editions. One
regular contributor has even gone so far as to have
submitted an article for every edition up to and
including 2033! There are, of course, the usual
editorial duties of ensuring that the articles come in on
time and that each one goes through the editing
processes (including some picture research and
verification of image rights and so on) smoothly prior
to the typesetting stage. The basic rule to which I
adhere is to give priority to anything that ‘needs doing’
for the Yearbook as soon as it appears in the proverbial
‘in tray’, thereby ensuring that the annual deadline for
submission of the final version is met.
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How do you see the future of the Yearbook of
Astronomy?
The intention over time is to keep a balance of
interest in the subjects covered in the articles, as well
as to introduce several new topics and themes into the
Yearbook to allow it to keep pace with the rapidlyexpanding range of skills, techniques and observing
methods now open to amateur astronomers. In short, it
is intended that the usefulness and popularity of the
Yearbook of Astronomy will be maintained to and for
those who are, without doubt, the most important
aspect of the Yearbook—the readership.
In addition, we have started a Facebook group
devoted to the Yearbook and invite anyone who is
interested to join. Please note that any postings added
to the group must relate to the Yearbook of Astronomy
rather than just to astronomy and space in general.
The Yearbook of Astronomy also has its own website, which is expertly maintained by David Harper, a
regular and highly-valued contributor to the Yearbook.
How can SHA members obtain the Yearbook and
The Stars Night by Night?
The Yearbook of Astronomy 2021 can be ordered
direct from Pen & Sword Books and The Stars Night
By Night can be ordered from Candy Jar Books.
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SHA CALENDAR 2020
MONTH
2020
JAN
FEB
MAR
APR
MAY
JUN
JUL
AUG
SEP
OCT
NOV
DEC

SHA EVENT OR PUBLICATION

VENUE

SHA e-News (1-5 Feb)
SHA Bulletin 31 (1 Apr)
SHA Spring Conference (25 Apr) CANCELLED
SHA e-News (1-5 May)
The Antiquarian Astronomer (Jun)
SHA Summer Picnic (20 Jun) CANCELLED

Cambridge

Lacock Abbey,
Wiltshire

SHA e-News (1-5 Aug)
SHA Autumn Conference & AGM (24 Oct) ONLINE
SHA e-News (1-5 Nov)
SHA Online lecture No. 1, by Seb Falk (18 Nov)
SHA Bulletin 34 (mid-Dec)

via ‘Zoom’
via ‘Zoom’

