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We are pleased to announce that Dr Emily Winter-

burn has kindly accepted an invitation to become one 

of the two Honorary Vice-presidents of the SHA. 

Emily was the first Chair of the SHA when it was 

founded nearly twenty years ago. She is the author of 

several books, including The Astronomers Royal 

(2003) and The Quiet Revolution of Caroline Herschel 

(2017).  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

TYCHO BRAHE SURPRISE 
FOR DAME JUDI 

A surprise astronomical history link was in store for 

Dame Judi Dench, when she was the subject of a re-

cent episode of the BBC TV family history programme 

‘Who Do You Think You Are?’  

It turned out that the renowned Shakespearean actor 

is descended, on her mother’s side, from the mother of 

the famous Danish astronomer, Tycho Brahe ! 

Further remarkable coincidences included the role of 

her ancestors in the circumstances that inspired Shake-

speare’s play, Hamlet. The broadcast can be watched 

via the BBC website (Series 18, episode 2). 

Following the successful publication of booklets on 

astronomers Jeremiah Horrocks and William Lassell, 

the SHA has decided to extend the series in the new 

year. First off the stocks will be a lengthier booklet, 

celebrating the 20
th

 Anniversary of the SHA. This is 

expected to come out in the summer of 2022. 

Despite being intended for sale simply at SHA con-

ferences and other events, none of which have taken 

place physically since publication (!), the first two 

booklets have sold well-enough by mail-order to war-

rant several reprints. Both titles are available for pur-

chase by post (each £8 + £2.30 UK postage) 

For details of how to order your copies, contact: 

Horrocks booklet: Editor, SHA e-News 

Lassell booklet: Gerard Gilligan 

NEW VICE-PRESIDENT 

FOR SHA 

SHA PUBLISHING 
New booklets planned  

https://www.radiotimes.com/tv/documentaries/who-was-judi-dench-astronomer-relative-tycho-brahe/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0010st7
mailto:enews@shastro.org.uk
mailto:chairman@shastro.org.uk
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FUTURE SHA MEETINGS 

2021 AUTUMN CONFERENCE & AGM 

This will be held online at 11 am on Sat 6 Nov 2021. 

After the business part of the meeting, a talk will be 

given (at 12 noon) by Daniel Belteki on The Grand 

Strategy of an Observatory: George Airy’s vision for 

the division of astronomical labour among observato-

ries during the 19th Century. Members should have 

already received full details of how to participate. 

EVENING ONLINE MEETINGS 

Free online evening presentations for members (using 

‘Zoom’): 

Wed 17 Nov 2021 at 8 pm (UT)  

Title:  Celestial Images in Art 

Speaker: Professor Nick Kanas 

Nick Kanas is a Professor Emeritus at the University 

of California, San Francisco.  He has written two 

books on the subject: Star Maps: History, Artistry, and 

Cartography, and Solar System Maps: from Antiquity 

to the Space Age. 

Wed 26 Jan 2022 at 8pm (UT) 

Title: Walcher of Malvern and the Twelfth-Century 

Renaissance of Medieval Astronomy. 

Speaker: Dr Philipp Nothaft 

Walcher, who died in 1135, was one of the earliest 

known European astronomers to engage in serious 

observational work and to test theories on an empiri-

cal basis. 

To register for these events, please contact our Meet-

ings Secretary at: Meetings@shastro.org.uk 

2022 SPRING CONFERENCE 

Sat 12 Mar 2022 at 10 am – 5 pm the SHA will, 

hopefully, be holding its first physical meeting since 

the Covid lockdown. This will be in the large Lyttle-

ton Theatre at the Birmingham & Midland Institute, 9 

Margaret St, Birmingham, B3 3BS.  

Full details will be given in the next SHA e-News. 

2022 SUMMER PICNIC 

Summer 2022 will be the 200
th

 anniversary of the 

death of William Herschel. We hope to hold the 

SHA’s summer picnic in Bath to take part in com-

memorations of this. 

2022 AUTUMN CONFERENCE & AGM 

This will be on Sat 22 Oct 2022 at the Birmingham 

& Midland Institute, 9 Margaret St, Birmingham, B3 

3BS.  

Full details will be given in due course. 

RECENT SHA ONLINE MEETINGS 

19 May 2021 Carolyn Kennett, Robert Smith, Brian 

Sheen: Neptune: from Grand Discovery, etc 

29 Sep 2021 Ileanna Chinnici: Angelo Secchi, 

Jesuit and Scientist   

SHA COUNCIL 

 The current SHA Officers & Council are: 

Honorary Council Members 

Hon President Dr Allan Chapman 

Hon Vice-President Dr Michael Hoskin 

Hon Vice-President Dr Emily Winterburn 

Council Members 

Chairman Gerard Gilligan 

Vice-Chair (& e-News Editor) David Sellers 

General Secretary Mike Leggett 

Treasurer  Geoff King 

Membership Secretary Graham Jones 

Editor, SHA Bulletin Kevin Walsh 

Publicity Officer Mike Leggett 

Survey Coordinator Kevin Johnson 

Online Editor John Chuter 

Librarian James Dawson 

Meetings Secretary vacant 

Co-opted Officers (non-Council) 

Editor, The Antiquarian Astronomer Ian Ridpath 

Asst. Editor, The Antiquarian Astronomer Peter 

Morris 

Archivist  John Chuter 

Assistant Librarian Carolyn Bedwell 

 

SHA COUNCIL MEETINGS 

The following SHA Council meeting is the first 

scheduled for 2022: 

Sat 15 Jan 2022 11 am 
 

When physical meetings are able to resume, SHA 

members are very welcome to attend Council meet-

ings as observers. Please let the General Secretary 

know in advance, if you wish to do so. 

mailto:Meetings@shastro.org.uk
https://www.bmi.org.uk/venue-room-hire/
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SHA PUBLICATIONS 

SHA e-News 

The next issue of the e-News is due in early February 

2022. If you know of any meetings, publications, exhi-

bitions or events pertaining to the history of astronomy 

that might interest other members, please email brief 

details to the Editor (David Sellers). 

 

Back issues and guidelines for contributions are 

available from the e-News web page. 

SHA BULLETIN 

Issue 35 of the Bulletin (Spring 2021) was distrib-

uted to SHA members during April. Issue 36 is due in 

Nov/Dec 2021. 

 

Contributions to the Bulletin are most welcome, in-

cluding letters which can be on any aspect of the Soci-

ety or the history of astronomy. 

Back issues (except for the last 2 years) and guide-

lines for contributions are available from the Bulletin 

web page.  

It is usually prudent to check with the Editor (Kevin 

Walsh) before preparing items where duplication is a 

possibility (e.g. book reviews).  

THE ANTIQUARIAN ASTRONOMER 

Issue 15 of The Antiquarian Astronomer was pub-

lished at the beginning of June 2021. All members 

should have received a copy.  

  

 

This issue has 70 pages. The contents include: an ac-

count by Timothy Baker of Stanley Hey’s radio obser-

vatory in Richmond Park; the story of popular practi-

cal astronomy in late Georgian and early Victorian 

Birmingham, by David Bryden; a look at astronomers 

and observatories in late Georgian England (1800-

1830s), by Kevin Johnson; and, a chronicle of Maria 

Mitchell’s career, from Nantucket to Vassar, by Paul 

Haley. 

Issue 16 should be published in June/July 2022. 

Members and others wishing to submit material for 

future issues of The Antiquarian Astronomer should 

contact the Editor (Ian Ridpath) at aaedi-

tor@shastro.org.uk. Guidance for authors and some 

back issues can be found on The Antiquarian As-

tronomer web page.  

VOLUNTEER A PRESENTATION? 

Do you have a mini-presentation that you would 

like to make to an online SHA meeting? The SHA 

Council would like to organise occasional online 

meetings featuring several short talks, where mem-

bers can present topics that they have been re-

searching. If you have something up your sleeve 

and would like to give it a go, please let Mike 

White, our Meetings Secretary, know:  

Meetings@shastro.org.uk 

mailto:enews@shastro.org.uk
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/the-e-news/
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/the-bulletin/
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/the-bulletin/
mailto:bulletin@shastro.org.uk
mailto:aaeditor@shastro.org.uk
mailto:aaeditor@shastro.org.uk
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/publications/the-antiquarian-astronomer/
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/publications/the-antiquarian-astronomer/
mailto:Meetings@shastro.org.uk
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SHA LIBRARY NEWS 

The SHA library now has over 2800 books dedicated 

to the history of astronomy and related subjects, nu-

merous journals, as well as miscellaneous items in-

cluding letters, meeting programmes, conference pro-

ceedings and the like. 

Outside the legal deposit libraries, the SHA Library 

has one of the most extensive history of astronomy 

collections in any library in the British Isles. It is 

unique in having a collecting policy, totally focussed 

on history of astronomy, that includes not only the lat-

est popular and scholarly works, but also the active 

acquisition of second-hand books, astronomical 

ephemera, and the preservation of the works of lesser 

known British astronomers and authors. 

Due to an internal reorganisation within the Bir-

mingham and Midland Institute (BMI), the home of 

the SHA’s Library, we’ve had to relocate the SHA Li-

brary out of the Benson Room where it is has resided 

since 2004. The BMI are planning some extensive in-

ternal reconfiguration including a project to expand 

their own library. As the plans are still quite fluid, it 

was decided that our library would have a temporary 

residence in a purpose built enclosure in the John Lee 

Lecture Theatre which is not going to be used as a lec-

ture theatre for the time being. The BMI are talking 

about potentially expanding their own library into the 

John Lee Lecture Theatre, and it may be that our col-

lection of books and manuscripts etc could become a 

specialist collection within the wider BMI Library. 

These are discussions and negotiations we will hold in 

the future. 

The temporary library is a secure, enclosed space 

which is smaller than the previous library, but we have 

managed to pack the books and manuscripts in.  The 

job of building the new library and moving all the 

books was a mammoth task, and I’m grateful to Rich-

ard Severn (SHA Member) and Matthew Elliott (recent 

economics graduate of Birmingham University) for 

their help in making this happen.  

I’ve used this opportunity to try and re-arrange the 

books that so books of similar themes are located to-

gether, but this work will take a long time to finish. 

I’ve also used the opportunity to identify duplicates 

and triplicates and will be selling these on when face 

to face meetings re-commence. I’ll be taking some 

books to sell to the coming Federation of Astronomical 

Societies convention at the Leicester Space Centre in 

early November.  

I’m not advertising opening dates for the Library at 

present, but if you want to visit please let me know and 

I am sure we can arrange a mutually convenient time 

for this.  

We continue to look for and obtain new items for the 

Library and a list of the latest acquisitions is given be-

low. If you have anything you’d like to donate to the 

Library please let us know. I have a number of books 

kindly donated by Kevin Kilburn, which I’ve yet to 

add to the Library catalogue, but which I will do in the 

coming months. 

Argyle, Bob An Anthology of Visual Double Stars 

(2019) 

Bell, Walter George The Daily Telegraph guide to 

the eclipse (on June 29th, 1927) (1927) 

Blake, John F Astronomical Myths, based on Flam-

marion's "History of the Heavens" (1877) 

Bradford, Duncan The wonders of the heavens being 

a popular view of astronomy, including a full illustra-

tion of the mechanism of the heavens; embracing the 

sun, moon, and stars ... Illustrated by numerous maps 

and engravings (1845) 

Brown, Hanbury Man and the stars (1978) 

Brown, Elizabeth In Pursuit of a shadow: by a lady 

astronomer (1888) 

Corbin, Thomas W Astronomy for boy scouts and 

others (1910) 

Crampton, Josiah The Lunar World: its scenery, mo-

tions, etc [facsimile edition] (1853) 

Drake, Michael Studying family and community his-

tory: 19th and 20th centuries. Sources and methods: a 

handbook (1997) 

Drew, John Manual of astronomy a popular treatise 

on descriptive, physical, and practical astronomy: with 

a familiar explanation of astronomical instruments 

and the best methods of using them (1845) 

Durrant, Chris Basil Brown: astronomer, archaeolo-

gist, enigma (2004) 

Elliott, Ian William E. Wilson (1851-1908): the work 

and family of a Westmeath Astronomer (2017) 

BMI (Birmingham): home of the SHA Library 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Anthology-Visual-Double-Stars/dp/1316629252/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=An+Anthology+of+Visual+Double+Stars&qid=1634649447&sr=8-1
https://www.worldcat.org/title/daily-telegraph-guide-to-the-eclipse/oclc/752537614&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/daily-telegraph-guide-to-the-eclipse/oclc/752537614&referer=brief_results
https://archive.org/details/astronomicalmyt00flamgoog/page/n9/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/astronomicalmyt00flamgoog/page/n9/mode/2up
https://www.worldcat.org/title/wonders-of-the-heavens-being-a-popular-view-of-astronomy-including-a-full-illustration-of-the-mechanism-of-the-heavens-embracing-the-sun-moon-and-stars-illustrated-by-numerous-maps-and-engravings/oclc/701418419&referer=brief_
https://www.worldcat.org/title/wonders-of-the-heavens-being-a-popular-view-of-astronomy-including-a-full-illustration-of-the-mechanism-of-the-heavens-embracing-the-sun-moon-and-stars-illustrated-by-numerous-maps-and-engravings/oclc/701418419&referer=brief_
https://www.worldcat.org/title/wonders-of-the-heavens-being-a-popular-view-of-astronomy-including-a-full-illustration-of-the-mechanism-of-the-heavens-embracing-the-sun-moon-and-stars-illustrated-by-numerous-maps-and-engravings/oclc/701418419&referer=brief_
https://www.worldcat.org/title/wonders-of-the-heavens-being-a-popular-view-of-astronomy-including-a-full-illustration-of-the-mechanism-of-the-heavens-embracing-the-sun-moon-and-stars-illustrated-by-numerous-maps-and-engravings/oclc/701418419&referer=brief_
https://www.worldcat.org/title/wonders-of-the-heavens-being-a-popular-view-of-astronomy-including-a-full-illustration-of-the-mechanism-of-the-heavens-embracing-the-sun-moon-and-stars-illustrated-by-numerous-maps-and-engravings/oclc/701418419&referer=brief_
https://www.worldcat.org/title/man-and-the-stars/oclc/1014990202&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/in-pursuit-of-a-shadow/oclc/316528488&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/in-pursuit-of-a-shadow/oclc/316528488&referer=brief_results
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.31249/page/n127/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.31249/page/n127/mode/2up
https://www.worldcat.org/title/lunar-world-its-scenery-motions-etc-considered-with-a-view-to-design/oclc/3988321&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/lunar-world-its-scenery-motions-etc-considered-with-a-view-to-design/oclc/3988321&referer=brief_results
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Studying-Family-Community-History-Historians/dp/052146580X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Studying+family+and+community+history&qid=1634650198&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Studying-Family-Community-History-Historians/dp/052146580X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Studying+family+and+community+history&qid=1634650198&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Studying-Family-Community-History-Historians/dp/052146580X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Studying+family+and+community+history&qid=1634650198&sr=8-1
https://www.worldcat.org/title/manual-of-astronomy-a-popular-treatise-on-descriptive-physical-and-practical-astronomy-with-a-familiar-explanation-of-astronomical-instruments-and-the-best-methods-of-using-them/oclc/51217733&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/manual-of-astronomy-a-popular-treatise-on-descriptive-physical-and-practical-astronomy-with-a-familiar-explanation-of-astronomical-instruments-and-the-best-methods-of-using-them/oclc/51217733&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/manual-of-astronomy-a-popular-treatise-on-descriptive-physical-and-practical-astronomy-with-a-familiar-explanation-of-astronomical-instruments-and-the-best-methods-of-using-them/oclc/51217733&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/manual-of-astronomy-a-popular-treatise-on-descriptive-physical-and-practical-astronomy-with-a-familiar-explanation-of-astronomical-instruments-and-the-best-methods-of-using-them/oclc/51217733&referer=brief_results
https://www.amazon.co.uk/BASIL-BROWN-ASTRONOMER-ARCHAEOLOGIST-ENIGMA/dp/B001F7Q7O0/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Basil+Brown+%3A+astronomer%2C+archaeologist%2C+enigma&qid=1634650254&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/BASIL-BROWN-ASTRONOMER-ARCHAEOLOGIST-ENIGMA/dp/B001F7Q7O0/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Basil+Brown+%3A+astronomer%2C+archaeologist%2C+enigma&qid=1634650254&sr=8-1
https://www.worldcat.org/title/william-e-wilson-1851-1908-the-work-and-family-of-a-westmeath-astronomer/oclc/1019486149&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/william-e-wilson-1851-1908-the-work-and-family-of-a-westmeath-astronomer/oclc/1019486149&referer=brief_results
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Fountain, John W Current studies in ar-

chaeoastronomy: conversations across time and 

space: selected papers from the fifth Oxford Interna-

tional Conference at Sante Fe, 1996 (2005) 

Gill, Isobel Black Six Months in Ascension: An un-

scientific account of a scientific expedition (1879) 

Gonzalez, Carmen Perez Selene's two faces: from 

17th century drawings to spacecraft imaging (2018) 

Heck, A International Directory Of  Astro-

nomical Associations and Societies (1987) 

Lequeux, James Francois Arago: a 19th century 

French humanist and pioneer in astrophysics (2016) 

Mollan, Charles Irish innovators in science 

and technology (2002) 

Mollan, Charles Science and Irish Culture: 

why the history of science matters in Ireland (2004) 

Mollan, Charles Science and Irish Culture: 

Value for Society (2005) 

Moyer, Claire Inch Silver Domes: a directory of ob-

servatories of the world (1955) 

Murray, Fred W Astronomy simply explained for 

Girl Guides (nd) 

Orchiston, Wayne Angelo Secchi and Nineteenth 

Century Science: the multidisciplinary contributions of 

a pioneer and innovator (2021) 

Ovenden, Michael [William] Looking at the stars: 

with 28 photographs, frontispiece and 58 diagrams 

(1957) 

Pawsey, JL Radio Astronomy (1955) 

Proctor, Richard A Rough ways made smooth: a se-

ries of familiar essays on scientific subjects (1903) 

Proctor, Richard A The Universe of Suns: and other 

science gleanings (1905) 

Proctor, Richard A Other suns than ours: a series of 

essays on suns - old, young, and dead, with other sci-

ence gleanings, two essays on whist, and correspon-

dence with Sir John Herschel (1896) 

Ruggles, Clive Records in stone: papers in 

memory of Alexander Thom (1988) 

Ruggles, Clive Heritage sites of astronomy and ar-

chaeoastronomy in the context of the UNESCO World 

Heritage Convention: a thematic study. Volume 2 

(2017) 

Sanchez, Francisco The rise of astrophysics in mod-

ern Spain: from dictatorship to democracy (2021) 

Smith, Roy W A Union Made in Heaven: a history of 

Amateur Astronomers, Inc. 1948-1999 (1999) 

T Nelson and Sons (publisher) The Sun and moon: 

their physical character, appearance, and phenomena 

(1885) 

van der Kruit, Pieter C Master of Galactic Astron-

omy: a biography of Jan Hendrik Oort (2021) 

The catalogue of books in the library is available and 

a link to this can be found on the library page of the 

SHA’s website as a downloadable Excel spreadsheet – 

if you have trouble viewing the catalogue, let us know 

and we can arrange to send it to you in an alternative 

format. 

If you want to know more about the library or its 

stock, or if you’d like help with your research or find-

ing a book or article, or other library-related matter, 

please do contact James and Carolyn who would love 

to hear from you.   

James Dawson, SHA Librarian 

library@shastro.org.uk 

  

NEW SUFFOLK SCHOOL TO BE 
NAMED AFTER ASTRONOMER 

A new primary school in Stowmarket is to be 

named the Grace Cook Primary School, in honour 

of the well-known amateur astronomer, Alice 

Grace Cook (1877-1958). Grace lived in Stow-

market and, for a time, was joint Director of the 

Meteor Section of the BAA.

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Current-Studies-Archaeoastronomy-Conversations-Across/dp/0890897719/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Current+studies+in+archaeoastronomy&qid=1634651110&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Current-Studies-Archaeoastronomy-Conversations-Across/dp/0890897719/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Current+studies+in+archaeoastronomy&qid=1634651110&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Current-Studies-Archaeoastronomy-Conversations-Across/dp/0890897719/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Current+studies+in+archaeoastronomy&qid=1634651110&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Current-Studies-Archaeoastronomy-Conversations-Across/dp/0890897719/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Current+studies+in+archaeoastronomy&qid=1634651110&sr=8-1
https://archive.org/details/sixmonthsinasce00unkngoog
https://archive.org/details/sixmonthsinasce00unkngoog
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Selenes-Faces-Nuncius-Carmen-Gonz%C3%A1lez/dp/900429886X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Selene%27s+two+faces&qid=1634651166&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Selenes-Faces-Nuncius-Carmen-Gonz%C3%A1lez/dp/900429886X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Selene%27s+two+faces&qid=1634651166&sr=8-1
https://www.worldcat.org/title/international-directory-of-astronomical-associations-and-societies-repertoire-international-dassociations-et-de-societes-astronomiques/oclc/72985101&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/international-directory-of-astronomical-associations-and-societies-repertoire-international-dassociations-et-de-societes-astronomiques/oclc/72985101&referer=brief_results
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Francois-Arago-2016-Humanist-Astrophysics/dp/3319207229/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Francois+Arago+%3A+a+19th+century+French+humanist+and+pioneer+in+astrophysics&qid=1634651279&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Francois-Arago-2016-Humanist-Astrophysics/dp/3319207229/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Francois+Arago+%3A+a+19th+century+French+humanist+and+pioneer+in+astrophysics&qid=1634651279&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Irish-Innovators-Science-Technology-Mollan/dp/1874045887/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Irish+innovators+in+science+and+technology&qid=1634651303&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Irish-Innovators-Science-Technology-Mollan/dp/1874045887/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Irish+innovators+in+science+and+technology&qid=1634651303&sr=8-1
https://www.worldcat.org/title/why-the-history-of-science-matters-in-ireland/oclc/132292158&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/why-the-history-of-science-matters-in-ireland/oclc/132292158&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/science-and-irish-culture/oclc/63703744&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/science-and-irish-culture/oclc/63703744&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/silver-domes-a-directory-of-the-observatories-of-the-world/oclc/2868828&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/silver-domes-a-directory-of-the-observatories-of-the-world/oclc/2868828&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/astronomy-simply-explained-to-girl-guides/oclc/1097354466&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/astronomy-simply-explained-to-girl-guides/oclc/1097354466&referer=brief_results
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Angelo-Secchi-Nineteenth-Century-Science/dp/303058383X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Angelo+Secchi+and+Nineteenth+Century+Science&qid=1634651482&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Angelo-Secchi-Nineteenth-Century-Science/dp/303058383X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Angelo+Secchi+and+Nineteenth+Century+Science&qid=1634651482&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Angelo-Secchi-Nineteenth-Century-Science/dp/303058383X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Angelo+Secchi+and+Nineteenth+Century+Science&qid=1634651482&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.worldcat.org/title/looking-at-the-stars/oclc/1662020&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/looking-at-the-stars/oclc/1662020&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/radio-astronomy/oclc/64489652&referer=brief_results
https://archive.org/details/b21499809
https://archive.org/details/b21499809
https://www.worldcat.org/title/universe-of-suns-and-other-science-gleanings/oclc/933196616&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/universe-of-suns-and-other-science-gleanings/oclc/933196616&referer=brief_results
https://archive.org/details/cu31924002960247/page/n9/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/cu31924002960247/page/n9/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/cu31924002960247/page/n9/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/cu31924002960247/page/n9/mode/2up
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Records-Stone-Papers-Memory-Alexander/dp/0521333814/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Records+in+stone+%3A+papers+in+memory+of+Alexander+Thom&qid=1634652182&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Records-Stone-Papers-Memory-Alexander/dp/0521333814/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Records+in+stone+%3A+papers+in+memory+of+Alexander+Thom&qid=1634652182&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Heritage-Astronomy-Archaeoastronomy-Context-Convention/dp/0954086775/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Heritage+sites+of+astronomy+and+archaeoastronomy&qid=1634652226&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Heritage-Astronomy-Archaeoastronomy-Context-Convention/dp/0954086775/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Heritage+sites+of+astronomy+and+archaeoastronomy&qid=1634652226&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Heritage-Astronomy-Archaeoastronomy-Context-Convention/dp/0954086775/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Heritage+sites+of+astronomy+and+archaeoastronomy&qid=1634652226&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rise-Astrophysics-Modern-Spain-Dictatorship/dp/3030664252/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+rise+of+astrophysics+in+modern+Spain&qid=1634652269&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rise-Astrophysics-Modern-Spain-Dictatorship/dp/3030664252/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+rise+of+astrophysics+in+modern+Spain&qid=1634652269&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/union-made-heaven-Astronomers-1949-1999/dp/B0006FDE7K/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+Union+Made+in+Heaven&qid=1634652290&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/union-made-heaven-Astronomers-1949-1999/dp/B0006FDE7K/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+Union+Made+in+Heaven&qid=1634652290&sr=8-1
https://www.worldcat.org/title/sun-and-moon-their-physical-character-appearance-and-phenomena/oclc/38688171&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/sun-and-moon-their-physical-character-appearance-and-phenomena/oclc/38688171&referer=brief_results
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Master-Galactic-Astronomy-Biography-Biographies/dp/303055547X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Master+of+Galactic+Astronomy&qid=1634652330&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Master-Galactic-Astronomy-Biography-Biographies/dp/303055547X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Master+of+Galactic+Astronomy&qid=1634652330&sr=8-1
http://www.dawson.me.uk/SHACatExcel.xlsx
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/library/
mailto:library@shastro.org.uk
mailto:library.assistant@shastro.org.uk
mailto:library@shastro.org.uk
https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/education/grace-cook-primary-school-to-open-in-stowmarket-8315430
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Well, as always, I 

do hope this mes-

sage to you finds 

you and your loved 

ones well, and keep-

ing safe. 

May I repeat my 

message from the 

August e-News, re-

minding you that, 

due to the continued 

uncertainty and to 

avoid a clash with 

other meetings, the Society Council has moved the 

date of the AGM to Saturday 6
th

 November (from 11 

am). It will be conducted via ‘Zoom’, as last year. The 

business will be followed by what looks like a very 

interesting online lecture by Daniel Belteki, entitled 

The Grand Strategy of an Observatory: George Airy’s 

vision for the division of astronomical labour among 

observatories during the nineteenth century. I do hope 

you can join me for that. 

The Society Council continues to monitor the situa-

tion as regards the pandemic, but I wish to repeat that 

our plans and decisions must have the health and well-

being of our members, visitors, public and venue staff, 

foremost in our minds.  However, I think we will be in 

a much improved situation by the spring of next year, 

and, with that in mind, we should be able to celebrate 

our 20
th

 anniversary in 2022 using face-to-face meet-

ings. These will continue to be supplemented by online 

webinars, which have proved to be a popular form of 

communication for both membership and Council 

meetings. 

 Our meeting venue, the Birmingham & Midland In-

stitute (BMI) will be undergoing improvements during 

next year, but we feel sure that for the time being that 

this well-used and trusted venue is the best place to re-

introduce face to face meetings.  The SHA library, 

which as you are aware is housed within the BMI 

building, has been successfully relocated (on a tempo-

rary basis) to accommodate the changes to the BMI 

building. As a result of the hard work and diligence of 

James Dawson, plus helpers, this is almost ready to be 

opened and used by members. 

As we approach the 20
th

 year of the SHA, I think we 

should remember those past members, historians, 

scholars, and antiquaries, who helped to establish and 

maintain the society, from 2002 onwards. For exam-

ple, Sir Patrick Moore, Stuart Williams, Ken Goward, 

Roger Jones, David Dewhirst, Peter Hingley, Gilbert 

Satterwaite, and Madeline Cox, as well as enthusiastic 

individuals like Eddie Carpenter: All very sadly no 

longer with us, and their voices are stilled. Paraphras-

ing John Aubrey: ‘…When a learned man [or woman] 

dies, much learning dies with him [/her]…’. They have 

left a fine legacy, recognised by historians, not only in 

the UK, but also in the wider world. 

I wish you continued good health during the coming 

autumn and winter months. We have much to look 

forward to in the New Year and our 20
th

 anniversary 

celebrations. I hope you can join me, and that we meet 

face-to-face, and not via a computer screen. 

Gerard Gilligan,  

SHA Chairman 

SHA SURVEY 

The summer period has been a relatively quiet period 

for the SHA Survey of Astronomical History in the 

UK. Nevertheless, there has been a steady stream of 

new names along with updates on existing stubs. 

New names include William Andrews (1835-1914), a 

silk manufacturer and member of the (short-lived) 

Observing Astronomical Society. He was a BAA 

member, who participated in two eclipse 

expeditions (1896 & 1900).   

Other new names include, the London Instrument 

maker, W.F. Stanley (1829-1909), who had an interest 

in astronomy. In addition to being an optical, 

mathematical & philosophical instrument maker, he 

was also an inventor – holding some 78 patents. A 

second instrument maker, Samuel Parkes (1817-96), 

based in Birmingham, has also come to light: An 

optician, who also had an interest in microscopy and 

had his own observatory. The final contribution, who 

shares my name, is the Rev S. Johnson (1846-1905): 

an Anglian minister who was also a participant in 

Observing Astronomical Society. He wrote 

voluminously on eclipses, transits and occultations.  

Kevin Johnson 

Survey Coordinator 

SHA RESEARCH GRANTS 

SHA Small Research Grants are available for the pe-

riod 1 Nov 2021 to 31 Oct 20221 and applications are 

solicited. The total amount allocated by the Council for 

the current round is £1500. These grants are made 

available to provide limited financial support for 

members’ research. 

Links to the application form and regulations for ap-

plicants are available on the Society’s web site. Appli-

cations must be made using the application form. Ap-

pended to the regulations are some guidelines for 

completing the case for support that forms part of 

every application. 

A WORD FROM THE CHAIR 

 

https://shasurvey.wordpress.com/
https://shasurvey.wordpress.com/
https://shasurvey.wordpress.com/astronomers-warwickshire/
https://shasurvey.wordpress.com/astronomers-surrey/
https://shasurvey.wordpress.com/astronomers-worcestershire/
https://shasurvey.wordpress.com/astronomers-dorset/
http://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.wordpress.com/grants/
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FORTHCOMING BOOKS 

NOTICED 

Saints and Sinners in the Sky: Astronomy, Religion 

and Art in Western Culture, by Michael Mendillo 

(Springer/Praxis), Oct 2021, pp.244 (paperback, 

£24.99), ISBN 9783030842697   

In this book, Boston 

University Professor of 

Astronomy Michael 

Mendillo takes readers 

deep into the annals of his-

tory, showing how visual 

depictions of the heavens 

evolved in tandem with 

science and religion 

throughout much of West-

ern culture. 

With unprecedented 

scope and scale, Professor 

Mendillo explores how cave art, illuminated manu-

scripts, sculptures, paintings and architecture reflected 

some of the great religious and secular battles taking 

place over the course of centuries. Enter a world of 

biblical proportions, where constellations of ancient 

heroes and pagans were thoroughly recast as Christian 

saints and the Twelve Apostles. 

This nontechnical narrative brings vitality and acces-

sibility to some of the most enduring subjects in hu-

man history, offering a lively new exploration of the 

visual connections between celestial phenomena and 

artistic expression. 

Calculate the Orbit of Mars! An Observing 

Challenge and Historical Adventure, by Jane Clark 

(Springer), Oct 2021, pp.316 (paperback, £24.99), 

ISBN 9783030782665 

This book shows readers 

how to calculate the orbit 

of Mars, based on their 

own observations and 

using observations made 

by the author. The 

historical, observational, 

and analytical aspects of 

the project to measure the 

orbit of Mars are all 

combined in this one book. 

Determining the orbit of 

Mars is particularly 

important, as originally solving this problem required 

the founding of modern science. Clark discusses how 

people came to believe in the Newtonian model of the 

Solar System, works through the mathematical basis 

for the theory of gravity, and shows how Newton ruled 

out the possibility of alternative theories. Readers also 

learn how it became possible to accurately measure the 

positions of Mars from a moving, spinning platform—

the Earth. 

This mid-level observational challenge is well within 

reach of most serious amateur astronomers. For the 

observations, only a telescope with auto-guiding 

capability and the ability to mount a digital single lens 

reflex (DSLR) camera is required. For the calculations, 

it is assumed that the reader has a science, engineering, 

or mathematics background and is familiar with 

calculus, vectors, and trigonometry.  

The Antikythera Mechanism: The Story Behind the 

Genius of the Greek Computer and its Demise, by 

Evaggelos Vallianatos (Universal Publishers), Oct 

2021, pp.342 (paperback, £19.95), ISBN 

9781627343589 

Greek sponge divers 

discovered the Antikythera 

Mechanism in 1900 on a 

2100-year-old Roman-era 

shipwreck. The hand-

powered device reveals a 

sophisticated Greek 

technology previously 

unknown to scholars and 

historians, not seen and 

understood again until the 

twentieth and twenty-first 

centuries. 

 Vallianatos explains how and why Greek scientists 

employed advanced engineering in translating the 

beautiful conception of the Antikythera Mechanism 

into an astronomical computer of genius: a bronze-

geared device of mathematical astronomy, predicting 

the eclipses of the Sun and the Moon; calculating the 

risings and settings of important stars and 

constellations, and the movements of the planets 

around the Sun; while mechanizing the predictions of 

scientific theories.  

This book  tells the story behind the genius of the 

Antikythera Mechanism, including the decoding of its 

secrets in the last 120 years and much more. It also 

gives the ancient Greek historical context that makes 

sense of the computer.  

The Clocks Are Telling Lies: Science, Society, and 

the Construction of Time, by Scott Alan Johnston 

(McGill-Queen's University Press), Jan 2022, pp.304 

(hardback, £55.09), ISBN 9780228008439 

https://www.springer.com/gb/book/9783030842697
https://www.springer.com/gb/book/9783030842697
https://www.springer.com/gb/book/9783030782665
https://www.springer.com/gb/book/9783030782665
https://www.universal-publishers.com/m/book.php?method=ISBN&book=162734358X
https://www.universal-publishers.com/m/book.php?method=ISBN&book=162734358X
https://www.mqup.ca/clocks-are-telling-lies--the-products-9780228008439.php?page_id=73&
https://www.mqup.ca/clocks-are-telling-lies--the-products-9780228008439.php?page_id=73&
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Until the nineteenth cen-

tury all time was local 

time. On foot or on horse-

back, it was impossible to 

travel fast enough to care 

that noon was a few min-

utes earlier or later from 

one town to the next. The 

invention of railways and 

telegraphs, however, cre-

ated a newly intercon-

nected world where sud-

denly the time differences 

between cities mattered. 

Drawing from a wide range of primary sources, this 

book is an exploration of why we tell time the way we 

do, demonstrating that organizing a new global time 

system was no simple task. Standard time, envisioned 

by railway engineers such as Sandford Fleming, 

clashed with universal time, promoted by astronomers. 

When both sides met in 1884 at the International Me-

ridian Conference in Washington, DC, to debate the 

best way to organize time, disagreement abounded. If 

scientific and engineering experts could not agree, how 

would the public? Following some of the key players 

in the debate, Scott Johnston reveals how people dealt 

with the contradictions in global timekeeping in sur-

prising ways – from zealots like Charles Piazzi Smyth, 

who campaigned for the Great Pyramid to serve as the 

prime meridian, to Maria Belville, who sold the time 

door to door in Victorian London, to Moraviantown 

and other Indigenous communities that used timekeep-

ing to fight for autonomy. 

 

RECENT BOOKS MISSED 

Conversations with God: Jan Matejko’s 

Copernicus, by Christopher Riopelle, Andrzej 

Szczerski, & Owen Gingerich  (National Gallery), Mar 

2021, pp.647 (paperback, £14.95), ISBN 

9781857096699 

This book accom-

panied the 2021 ex-

hibition at the Na-

tional Gallery, Lon-

don. 

Jan Matejko 

(1838–93) is widely 

regarded as the na-

tional painter of Po-

land, where he is 

revered for his huge 

but minutely de-

tailed depictions of key moments in the nation’s 

history. The book examines his monumental 

painting Copernicus: Conversations with God, the 

first work by a Polish artist ever to be exhibited at 

the National Gallery. It celebrates the achieve-

ments of the Polish mathematician and astronomer 

Nicolaus Copernicus (1473–1543). Matejko chose 

to paint Copernicus on a rooftop in his hometown 

of Frombork, discussing the matter with God. In 

this first volume in English dedicated to the artist, 

three international experts explore Matejko and 

Copernicus in the context of science, learning, 

faith, Polish history and the tradition of history 

painting. 

Sir James Jeans, Scientist, Philosopher and Musi-

cian. Through Space and Time in the first half of 

the 20th Century, by Alexander Kozenko & Christo-

pher Jeans (Cosmogonic Press), Feb 2021, pp.296 (pa-

perback, £25.00), ISBN 9781527278554 

Sir James Jeans 

(1877-1946) has 

been described as “a 

mathematician, as-

tronomer, physicist, 

musician, a brilliant 

writer and lecturer, 

one who could truly 

be described as a 

Renaissance man”.  

He was “a giant in an 

age of gigantic de-

velopments in sci-

ence and he had a 

great and honourable 

share in the making of that age”. 

This biography describes Jeans’s contribution to sci-

ence, astrophysics in particular and takes you behind 

behind the scenes of a very private and shy man. It 

describes the major role his two wives Charlotte 

Mitchell (1877-1934) and the musician Susi Hock 

(1911-1993) played in his success. It brings together 

three families: The Jeanses with their newspaper back-

ground, the Tiffanys of New York jewellery fame, and 

the Hocks, a notable Viennese family. It describes 

Jeans’s background, his private and professional lives, 

and details the development of Cleveland Lodge, his 

home, as an international musical centre. The book is 

profusely illustrated using contemporary photographs 

from the family albums and other sources. It includes 

the most comprehensive bibliography of his writings, 

published and unpublished, that is available. 

Wiliam Herschel: Discoverer of the Deep Sky, by 

Wolfgang Steinicke (Books on Demand), Oct 2021, 

pp.576 (hardback, £63.08), ISBN 9783754397374 

https://www.nationalgallery.co.uk/products/conversations-with-god-jan-matejko-s-copernicus/p_1050314
https://www.nationalgallery.co.uk/products/conversations-with-god-jan-matejko-s-copernicus/p_1050314
https://sirjamesjeans.com/
https://sirjamesjeans.com/
https://sirjamesjeans.com/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wiliam-Herschel-Discoverer-Deep-Sky/dp/3754397370


Volume 13, no. 4 SHA e-News November 2021 page 9 
 

 

The presentation is 

chronological and fo-

cuses on the observa-

tion results, instru-

ments, sizes, methods, 

catalogs based on the 

handwritten records, 

letters and publica-

tions. Although many 

people are mentioned, 

it is not a story of the 

Herschel family. The 

book contains an ex-

tensive register and 

lists all sources and the 

corresponding literature. All pictures are black and 

white (except the cover) 

Note: The descriptions of the books above are largely 

taken from the publishers. They are not reviews and do 

not imply endorsement by the SHA.  

OTHER MEETINGS, COURSES & 

EXHIBITIONS NOTICED (non-SHA) 

Given the uncertain situation with the pandemic, any-

one interested in the following events is advised to 

check regularly whether they are still going ahead. 

 

Nebra Sky Disk coming to the UK 

An object thought by some to be the world’s oldest 

map of the stars is to go on display at the British Mu-

seum in February, as part of its World of Stonehenge 

exhibition (17 Feb -17 Jul 2022). The controversial 

Nebra Sky Disc, unearthed in Germany in 1999, is 

widely believed to be 3,600 years old. 

Biennial History of Astronomy 
Workshop (NDXV) 

The Fifteenth Biennial History of Astronomy Work-

shop (NDXV) will be held 8-12 Jun 2022, in-person at 

the University of Notre Dame, Indiana, with a planned 

one-day trip to the Adler Planetarium in Chicago. 

The theme will be: Communicating Astronomy - How 

is astronomical knowledge and expertise communi-

cated, both within and beyond the astronomical com-

munity? 

A History of Women in Astronomy 

In an online talk, hosted by the Flamsteed Astronomi-

cal Society on 23 Nov 2021 (7-8.30 pm), Mary McIn-

tyre will celebrate some of the women who worked in 

astronomy during different periods of history, and the 

challenges they faced. 

WEB-LINKS NOTICED 

Mariners in the Classroom 

The video, Naval schools on dry land, is Episode 1 

of a proposed series about the history of navigation 

instruction in Germany. 

In his research project funded by the Gerda Henkel 

Foundation, the science historian Prof. Dr. Günther 

Oestmann is looking at naval schools, which – unlike 

what one might expect – are not only to be found 

exclusively in coastal regions. Instead, Germany’s 

oldest preserved naval school, which today serves as a 

museum, is located in the Oldenburg Münsterland 

region near Vechta. The school was founded by the 

steersman Johann Henrich Rabe, who trained seamen 

in the winter months to increase his income.  

Journal of Astronomical History and 
Heritage 

The 344-page latest issue of the Journal of Astronomi-

cal History and Heritage (v.24, no.3, Sep 2021) is now 

available for download, free of charge. 

BAA Historical Section Newsletter 

The latest issue of the BAA Historical Section News-

letter (no.24, Autumn 2021) is now available online 

for download. 

Shakespeare’s Astronomy 

Unsphered, Disorbed, Decentred: Shakespeare’s As-

tronomical Imagination by Anna Cetera-Włodarczyk, 

Jonathan Hope, and Jarosław Włodarczyk, takes a new 

look at the concepts behind the astronomical themes in 

Shakespeare (open-access paper, Sep 2021, from the 

journal, Shakespeare). Literary critics and editors 

typically place Shakespeare’s imagery within the geo-

centric model of the universe, firmly anchored in the 

medieval paradigm, denying any impact of the new 

models of cosmos on his ingenuity. 

Drawing on the cumulative argument derived from 

the history of astronomy and literary linguistic analy-

sis, the authors argue that Shakespeare’s references to 

the ‘unsphered’ and ‘disorbed’ planets and stars are 

better understood when viewed in the light of the dis-

putes of the times, the decline of the concept of the 

celestial orbs in particular. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-58946633
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-58946633
https://www.britishmuseum.org/exhibitions/world-of-stonehenge
https://www.britishmuseum.org/exhibitions/world-of-stonehenge
https://www3.nd.edu/~histast/
https://www3.nd.edu/~histast/
https://flamsteed.info/event/history-of-astronomy-a-history-of-women-in-astronomy-by-mary-mcintyre-online/
https://lisa.gerda-henkel-stiftung.de/marineschulen_auf_dem_platten_land?nav_id=9992&language=en
https://www.narit.or.th/files/JAHH/2021JAHHvol24/2021JAHHvol24no3Complete.pdf
https://www.hertsastro.org.uk/index_htm_files/Hist_Sec_Newsletter_24.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epub/10.1080/17450918.2021.1968478?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epub/10.1080/17450918.2021.1968478?needAccess=true
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The Astronomical Museum at the 
SAAO 

SHA members who attended the online presentation in 

January, by Ian Glass, on 200 years of the Cape Ob-

servatory, might be interested to read his revised (Aug 

2021) illustrated guide to the Astronomical Museum at 

the South African Astronomical Observatory.  

What’s behind a book review? 

A tale of reviews in two history of science journals, 

by Richard Kremer and Ad Maas, examines the role of 

book reviews in the discipline of the history of science 

by comparing their appearance in two periodicals, Isis, 

the flagship journal of the discipline that was founded 

in 1913, and the Journal for the History of Astron-

omy, founded in 1970 to serve a newly emerging, spe-

cialized subfield within the broader discipline. The 

paper appears in the latest issue (v.20, Sep 2021) of 

Studia Historiae Scientiarum. 

 The Silent Pulse of the Universe 

This 16-minute video, directed by Ben Proudfoot, 

tells the story of the momentous discovery of Pulsars, 

made by Jocelyn Bell Burnell.  

Fascinated by radio astronomy from a young age, the 

Northern Irish astrophysicist was a graduate student at 

the University of Cambridge when in 1967 she made 

the first two recorded observations of pulsars—

compact, electromagnetic radiation-emitting neutron 

stars that, until Bell’s discovery, were only theoretical. 

The news was almost instantly recognised as one of 

the most important astrophysics breakthroughs of the 

century. However, as this short, touching film from the 

Canadian director explores, Bell faced extraordinary 

obstacles, scepticism, and unfair treatment. 

Historic French Observatories 

This 14-minute film, was made to celebrate the 30
th
 

anniversary of the Fête de la Science, and tells the 

story of the iconic observatories at Paris, Besançon, 

Strasbourg and Pic du Midi. The film is the first epi-

sode of a series on ‘Places of Science’. Even for non-

French-speakers, the film holds a great deal of visual 

interest (the narration and the subtitles are in French). 

LIVERPOOL HORROCKS STATUE 

From the sculptor, Phil Garrrett, we have an update 

on progress with the Jeremiah Horrocks statue (re-

ported in the Feb 2020 SHA e-News). Phil says he will 

now have access in Italy to: 

“A studio space, materials, technical support and a 

costumed model to enable me to build a life size statue 

in clay. This will then be moulded and cast in either 

cold cast bronze, or real bronze, during the late sum-

mer of 2022. It is finally going ahead! 

“To help raise funds for the project, there is a limited 

edition of the original maquette, and a small wall 

based relief sculpture of Jeremiah in the pose gazing at 

the stars. Both are available for this Christmas. 

More details of this in early November to come (am 

just completing other existing work first) 

“Pictured, [is an 

image] of a minia-

ture head study and 

hand references that 

will be used for the 

life size figure. In 

August of this year, I 

spent two days with 

actor Nathan Morris 

where we cast both 

his face and hands 

for reference on our 

final statue. Nathan, 

who has starred in 

the local soap drama 

Hollyoaks, played 

the role of Jeremiah Horrocks in the touring theatre 

play The Transit of Venus, written by Stockport based 

playwright Eric Northey 

“When I made the model in 2014, coincidently the 

play was being performed. As there is no known image 

of Horrocks I decided to use Nathan for details of the 

face after his brilliant performance.” 

NEW MEMBERS 

We are pleased to give a warm welcome to the 

following new members who have joined or re-

joined since the previous issue of SHA e-News: 

 Mr Ken Bailey  CHARD 

 Mr Charles Mollan  CO. DUBLIN 

 Dr Brian Smyth  CO.DUBLIN 

 Mr Marc Charron  AYR 

 Mr Blake Sabo  USA 

 Miss Megan Briers  FIFE 

 Mr Jesse Garrison  LONDON 

https://www.saao.ac.za/~isg/Mus.pdf
https://www.saao.ac.za/~isg/Mus.pdf
https://ojs.ejournals.eu/SHS/article/view/7551/7237
https://ojs.ejournals.eu/SHS/issue/view/volume-20
https://aeon.co/videos/jocelyn-bell-discovered-pulsars-the-nobel-prize-went-to-her-supervisor
https://aeon.co/videos/jocelyn-bell-discovered-pulsars-the-nobel-prize-went-to-her-supervisor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3vPs6k309o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3vPs6k309o
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm5317576/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/the-northerner/2012/may/28/transit-of-venus-salford-william-crabtree-jeremiah-horrocks
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LASSELL MINI-EXHIBITION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A small display area devoted to William Lassell, the 

discoverer of Triton, the largest moon of Neptune, has 

now (late-Oct) been installed in the Space Gallery of 

the World Museum in Liverpool.  

SHA PUBLICITY STALLS 

The SHA hopes to publicity stalls at the following 

venues/events: 

Fri 12 Nov 2021: Stargazing Event: World Museum, 

Liverpool 

Sat 13 Nov 2021: Federation of Astronomical Socie-

ties Convention, National Space Centre, Leicester 

 

INFORMATION WANTED 

Brockhurst Observatory, William 
Sadler Franks and Patrick Moore… 
 

Does anyone have any photographs of, or informa-

tion about, the Brockhurst Observatory in East Grin-

stead, where William Sadler Franks undertook obser-

vations between 1910 and 1935, and where a young 

Patrick Moore honed his skills in observing the night 

sky. I’m aware of the two papers in the BAA Journal 

by Jeremy Shears and Patrick Moore, and looking for 

any additional information people may have about this 

observatory - especially any information about its di-

mensions and contents. Please contact me using the 

SHA Library email address:  library@shastro.org.uk 

 

STOP PRESS ! 

SHA 20
TH 

ANNIVERSARY 2022 

Special Online Lecture 

The SHA is delighted to announce the following 

special online lecture as part of our 20th Anniversary 

celebrations. 

Title: Why does the Pope have an Observatory? 

Speaker: Brother Guy Consolmagno, S.J. (Director 

of the Vatican Observatory) 

Time: Mon 9 May 2022 ( 7pm BST) 

Br. Guy Consolmagno SJ was born in 1952 in De-

troit, Michigan. He obtained his Ph.D. in Planetary 

Science from the University of Arizona in 1978.  

His research explores the connections between mete-

orites and asteroids, and the origin and evolution of 

small bodies in the solar system. In 1996, he spent six 

weeks collecting meteorites with an NSF-sponsored 

team on the blue ice of Antarctica, and in 2000 he was 

honoured by the IAU for his contributions to the study 

of meteorites and asteroids with the naming of asteroid 

4597 Consolmagno. 

Since 2008 he has been a member of the IAU Work-

ing Group on Planetary System Nomenclature and the 

Mars Nomenclature Task Group; in 2015 he became 

chair of the Mars TG. 

On September 18, 2015, Br. Guy was appointed by 

Pope Francis as the new director of the Vatican Obser-

vatory. 

 

 

  

 

Br. Guy Consolmagno 

(photo: Robert Macke, Wikipedia) 

https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/world-museum
https://stayhappening.com/e/stargazing-E2ISU1GI7J0
https://fedastro.org.uk/fas/convention/convention-2021-november/
https://fedastro.org.uk/fas/convention/convention-2021-november/
mailto:library@shastro.org.uk
http://www.vaticanobservatory.va/content/specolavaticana/en.html
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New SHA publicity leaflet (designed by Greg Smye-Rumsby) 



Volume 13, no. 4 SHA e-News November 2021 page 13 
 

 

  

SHA CALENDAR 2021-22 
 

MONTH SHA EVENT OR PUBLICATION VENUE 

2021   

APR SHA Bulletin 35 (1 Apr) 
SHA Spring Conference (Apr) CANCELLED (Covid) 

 
 

MAY SHA e-News (1-5 May) 
SHA Online Lecture No.4, by Carolyn Kennett, Robert 
Smith and Brian Sheen (19 May) 

 
Via ‘Zoom’ 

JUN The Antiquarian Astronomer 15 (Jun)  

JUL SHA Summer Picnic (20 Jun) CANCELLED (Covid) Lacock Abbey, 
Wiltshire 

AUG SHA e-News (1-5 Aug)  

SEP SHA Online Lecture No.5, by Ileana Chinnici (29 Sep) Via ‘Zoom’ 

OCT   

NOV SHA e-News (1-5 Nov) 
SHA Autumn Conference & AGM (6 Nov) 
SHA Online Lecture No.6, by Prof. Nick Kanas (17 Nov) 

 
Via ‘Zoom’ 
Via ‘Zoom’ 

DEC SHA Bulletin 34 (mid-Dec)   

2022   

JAN SHA Online Lecture No.7, by Dr Philipp Nothaft (26 Jan) Via ‘Zoom’ 

FEB SHA e-News (1-5 Feb)  

MAR SHA Spring Conference (12 Mar) Birmingham 

 

 


