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HERSCHEL 200
Bicentenary Commemoration
To commemorate the bicentenary of the death of
Bath-based astronomer William Herschel (25 Aug
1822), Bath Preservation Trust is hosting a major
exhibition to highlight the hugely-important
achievements and contributions he made to our understanding of space.
The exhibition – at the Herschel Museum of Astronomy (16 Jul-31 Dec 2022) – is in the very same
building in central Bath, where William and his sister
Caroline lived, worked and made several important
discoveries during the late 1700s. Indeed, it was from
the garden of 19 New King Street in 1781 that William
Herschel discovered the planet Uranus.

The exhibition, organised in partnership with the
Royal Astronomical Society and the Herschel family,
will also bring collections to Bath for the first time and
reveal the family’s remarkable story through original
artefacts.
Herschel 200 explores William’s early life as a musician teaching and performing in Bath and travelling
across the UK, whilst also developing his interest in
astronomy. Visitors will find out about his innovations
and discoveries, collaborations with his siblings, Caroline and Alexander, and the legacy he left behind.
Also, for the first time the museum is working in partnership with Slough Museum, as William and Caroline
moved to Observatory House in Slough, when William
became the King’s Astronomer and Caroline also took
a salary as a professional astronomer. The exhibition
features the Slough story and an accompanying exhibition will be on display in the Slough Museum.
The Royal Astronomical Society has loaned William’s observing notebook, which includes his notes
from the night (13 March 1781) when he first observed
the planet Uranus, as well as a catalogue of stars recorded by Caroline. Also on display are never before
exhibited letters from William to his brother Alexander, loaned from the Herschel family collection. A
miniature portrait of William has also been very kindly
loaned by the family.

William Herschel (c) Herschel Museum of
Astronomy, Bath Preservation Trust

Mike Edmunds (RAS President), who recently gave
the SHA a guided tour in Bath, said: “I am really delighted that the Royal Astronomical Society is able to
lend historic archive material for the Bath exhibition
celebrating William Herschel’s work. He contributed
to so many astronomical fields in which intensive work
continues to this day. I feel a particular connection as
I have just become President of the Society – and William was the very first, elected in 1820.”

SHA website: http://www.shastro.org.uk/

Volume 14, no. 3

SHA e-News August 2022

FUTURE SHA MEETINGS
2022 AGM AND AUTUMN CONFERENCE
This will be on Sat 22 Oct 2022 at 10 am–5 pm at
the Birmingham & Midland Institute, 9 Margaret St,
Birmingham, B3 3BS.
Speakers include:
Clive Davenhall, Pyramids, Photography and
Pseudoscience
Daniel Belteki, The winter of raw computers:
the history of the lunar and planetary reductions of the Royal Observatory, Greenwich
Christopher Taylor, The Astronomers and the
Birth of Atomic Physics
Mike Leggett, The Billingborough Astronomer:
Star colours and Edward Iszatt Essam
Allan Chapman, Sir John Herschel 1792–1871 –
The Universal Philosopher of the Age: Astronomer, Scholar, and the pioneer of photography
The registration fee is: SHA members £15; nonmembers £20

2023 SPRING CONFERENCE
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SHA COUNCIL
The current SHA Officers & Council are:

Honorary Council Members
Hon President Dr Allan Chapman
Hon Vice-Presidents Dr Emily Winterburn, Prof.
Mike Edmunds

Council Members
Chairman Gerard Gilligan
Vice-Chair (& e-News Editor) David Sellers
General Secretary Mike Leggett
Treasurer Geoff King
Membership Secretary Graham Jones
Editor, SHA Bulletin Kevin Walsh
Publicity Officer Mike Leggett
Survey Coordinator Kevin Johnson
Online Editor John Chuter
Librarian James Dawson
Meetings Secretary Gerard Gilligan (acting)

Co-opted Officers (non-Council)
Editor, The Antiquarian Astronomer Ian Ridpath
Asst. Editor, The Antiquarian Astronomer Peter
Morris
Archivist John Chuter
Assistant Librarian Carolyn Bedwell

Details to be announced.

SHA COUNCIL MEETINGS
ONLINE MEETINGS
Free online evening presentations for members (using
‘Zoom’):
Sat 3 Sep 2022 (12.00 noon)
Title: Telescopes, Temples, Eclipses and Ethnohistory: Exploring the Exciting Astronomical History
of Southeast Asia
Speakers: Dr Wayne Orchiston & Darunee Lingling
Orchiston
Sat 19 Nov 2022 (12.00 noon)
Title: William Herschel (1738-1822) – Discoverer of
the Deep Sky
Speaker: Wolfgang Steinicke

The next SHA Council meeting is on:
Sat 17 Sep 2022 11 am
It is not yet decided whether this will be an online or
physical meeting. When physical meetings are able
to resume, SHA members are very welcome to attend Council meetings as observers. Please let the
General Secretary know in advance, if you wish to
do so.

DR DAVID BRAND
We are very sad to report that SHA member Dr
David Brand, who was due to speak at our Autumn
Conference on The Planet Vulcan - the Twists &
Turns in our Understanding of the Heliocentric Solar
System, has passed away.
David, who lived in Hove, East Sussex, died suddenly on 11 Jul 2022, following a stroke. He was a
relatively recent member and was a keen, informed
enthusiast, newly retired, who loved what the Society
did and stood for. The SHA will be represented at his
funeral.
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SUNNY SUMMER PICNIC IN BATH - AGAINST THE ODDS!

SHA members in Queen Square, before setting out on the guided tour, led by Mike Edmunds (5th from left)
Photo Andy Wellington
Due to the difficulties caused by the national rail
strike, participation in the SHA Summer Picnic in Bath
on Saturday 25 Jun 2022 was somewhat reduced.
About 30% of those members who had reserved places
had to withdraw at short notice. Nevertheless, for those
who did make it, the visit to the Herschel Museum of
Astronomy and the guided tours around ‘Herschel’s
Bath’, organised by Prof. Mike Edmunds, were thoroughly enjoyed.
Members met for a picnic lunch in Queen Square,
Bath, before splitting up into two groups: one group
visiting the Museum first and the other going on the
guided tour of Bath. The two groups then swapped
over.
The Herschel Museum of Astronomy is located in 19
New King Street, the very place where William
Herschel discovered the planet Uranus in March 1781.
In doing so, he doubled the size of the known universe. What makes his achievement even more remarkable is that Herschel was a self-taught amateur
astronomer, who built his own telescopes at home.

The guided tour took in many of the sites where the
musical and astronomical family of Herschels lived
and performed. It also passed many of Bath’s famous
architectural gems, which the Herschels would have
known. William lived in Bath from 1766, and Caroline
from 1772.
The circular tour took about an hour and a half and
gave participants an excellent overview of the city and
its unique architectural features, as well as a glimpse at
places of Herschel interest.
When the second tour party reached the site of St
Margaret’s Chapel – the scene of William and Caroline
Herschel’s last performance in Bath, the manager of a
local hairdressing salon, overhearing Mike’s explanation out in the street, rushed out of the salon and insisted on filling in some of the detail about the fate of
the chapel and its precise whereabouts!

Number 19 forms part of a terrace built around
1764. When the Herschels moved here for the first
time in 1777, the modest townhouse (laid out over five
floors) was typical of the houses of ‘the middling sort’
– i.e. artisans and tradesmen. It stands in contrast to the
grand Georgian houses rented by visitors to Bath.
Today, 19 New King Street is a Grade II* listed
building and was purchased with the help of Doctors
Leslie and Elizabeth Hilliard in 1981. The house has
subsequently been fully restored, in the authentic style
of the period.

Prof. Mike Edmunds catching the attention of some
members of the second tour around Bath
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THE ANTIQUARIAN ASTRONOMER
Issue 16 of The Antiquarian Astronomer was published in May 2022 and has been sent to all members.

The next issue of the e-News is due in early November 2022. If you know of any meetings, publications,
exhibitions or events pertaining to the history of astronomy that might interest other members, please
email brief details to the Editor (David Sellers).

Back issues and guidelines for contributions are
available from the e-News web page.

SHA BULLETIN
Issue 37 of the Bulletin (Spring 2022) was distributed to SHA members during late May. Issue 38 is due
in November 2022.

Among other goodies, the latest issue contains part
two of Paul Haley’s three-part series on Maria
Mitchell, a commemoration of the life and work of
Adelaide Ames who died 90 years ago at the tragically
young age of 32, and an investigation into an error by
Einstein preserved on a blackboard that he used during
a lecture at Oxford in 1931 (as seen on the cover
above).
Issue 17 should be published in June/July 2023.
Members and others wishing to submit material for
future issues of The Antiquarian Astronomer should
contact the Editor (Ian Ridpath) at aaeditor@shastro.org.uk. Guidance for authors and some
back issues can be found on The Antiquarian Astronomer web page.

VOLUNTEER A PRESENTATION?
Contributions to the Bulletin are most welcome, including letters which can be on any aspect of the Society or the history of astronomy.
Back issues (except for the last 2 years) and guidelines for contributions are available from the Bulletin
web page.
It is usually prudent to check with the Editor (Kevin
Walsh) before preparing items where duplication is a
possibility (e.g. book reviews).

Do you have a mini-presentation that you would
like to make to an online SHA meeting? The SHA
Council would like to organise occasional online
meetings featuring several short talks, where members can present topics that they have been researching. If you have something up your sleeve
and would like to give it a go, please let our Meetings Secretary (Acting), know:
Meetings@shastro.org.uk
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SHA LIBRARY NEWS
The SHA library now has almost 3000 books dedicated to the history of astronomy and related subjects,
numerous journals, as well as miscellaneous items including letters, meeting programmes, conference proceedings and the like.
Outside the legal deposit libraries, the SHA Library
has one of the most extensive history of astronomy
collections in any library in the British Isles. It is
unique in having a collecting policy, totally focussed
on history of astronomy, that includes not only the latest popular and scholarly works, but also the active
acquisition of second-hand books, astronomical
ephemera, and the preservation of the works of lesser
known British astronomers and authors.
Due to the internal reorganisation within the Birmingham and Midland Institute (BMI), we’ve had to
relocate the SHA Library out of the Benson Room
where it has resided since 2004. Our library has a temporary residence in a purpose built enclosure in the
John Lee Lecture Theatre of the BMI.
We continue to look for and obtain new items for the
Library and a list of the latest acquisitions is given below. If you have anything you’d like to donate to the
Library please let us know.

BMI (Birmingham): home of the SHA Library
Carey, George G, Astronomy, as it is known at the
present day: to which is added, a supplement containing an account of the nature and use of astronomical
instruments, the manner of calculating the notes of the
calendar, the distances and magnitudes of the planets,
and a number of the other useful and interesting calculations in astronomy, 1825
Chinnici, Ileana, Angelo Secchi and nineteenth century
science the multidisciplinary contributions of a pioneer
and innovator, 2021
Crommelin, ACD, Diamonds in the Sky: The story of
the stars, 1940

New acquisitions since the last issue:
Beet, Ernest Agar, The Sky and its mysteries, 1952

Dick, Thomas, The Solar System: with moral and religious reflections, nd

Blacker, Carmen Perez, Ancient Cosmologies, 1975

Elgie, Joseph H, Star and weather gossip concerning
the heavens, the atmosphere, the sea, 1915

Block, David L, Shrouds of the night: masks of the
Milky Way and our awesome new view of galaxies,
2008

Forbes, Eric G, Tobias Mayer’s Opera inedita: the first
translation of the Lichtenberg edition of 1775, 1971

Brush, Stephen G, Nebulous earth: the origin of the
solar system and the core of the earth from Laplace to
Jeffreys [A History of Modern Planetary Physics Series], 1998

Gaab, Hans, Simon Marius and His Research, 2019
Graney, Christopher M, Setting aside all authority :
Giovanni Battista Riccioli and the science against Copernicus in the age of Galileo, 2015

Brush, Stephen G, Transmuted past: the age of the
Earth and the evolution of the elements from Lyell to
Patterson [A History of Modern Planetary Physics Series], 1996

Graney, Christopher M, Mathematical disquisitions:
the booklet of theses immortalized by Galileo, 2017

Brush, Stephen G, Fruitful encounters: the origin of
the solar system and of the moon from Chamberlin to
Apollo [A History of Modern Planetary Physics Series], 1998

Kent, Jeff, The mysterious double sunset, 2001

Calder, Nigel, The comet is coming: the feverish legacy of Mr. Halley, 1980

Haskins, Charles Homer, Studies in the history of mediaeval science, 1955

Lang, Kenneth R, A companion to astronomy and astrophysics: chronology and glossary with data tables,
2005

Volume 14, no. 3

SHA e-News August 2022

McKready, Kelvin, A beginner's star-book: an easy
guide to the stars and to the astronomical uses of the
opera-glass and the telescope, 1912
Nasim, Omar W, The Astronomer's Chair: a visual and
cultural history, 2021
Pang, Alex Soojung-Kim, Empire and the sun: Victorian solar eclipse expeditions, 2002
Reeves, Eileen, Painting the Heavens: Art and Science
in the Age of Galileo, 1997
Roy, Jean-Rene, Unveiling galaxies: the role of images
in astronomical discovery, 2018
Sandner, Werner, Satellites of the Solar System, 1965
Strauss, David, Percival Lowell: The Culture and Science of a Boston Brahmin, 2001
Todd, Mabel Loomis, Total eclipses of the sun, 1894
Willard, Berton C, Russell W. Porter, arctic explorer,
artist, telescope maker, 1976
No author, Yuri Gagarin: the first Cosmonaut, 1977

The following items have been given to the Library;
the name of the donor is on the right:
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please do contact James and Carolyn who would love
to hear from you.
James Dawson, SHA Librarian
library@shastro.org.uk

20th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
NEW SHA BOOKLET
PUBLISHED
To celebrate the 20th anniversary of the founding of
the SHA, in June, the Society has published a 124page booklet featuring a miscellany of articles on various aspects of the history of astronomy and the work
of the Society.
There are chapters on: Archaeoastronomy; Private
Observatories; Public Observatories; School Observatories; Marine and Navigational Astronomy; Astronomers; Astronomical Associations; Time Immemorial;
Early Years of the SHA; and Recent history of the
SHA.
The selling price is £10 per copy (+ £3 postage, if
bought by mail order in the UK). The booklet will be
on sale at SHA events, stalls and by mail order. For
further details, please contact Gerard Gilligan.

Brinkley, John, Brinkley's Astronomy: revised and
partly re-written, with additional chapters, 1886, Eddie
Carpenter
Neison, Edmund, Astronomy: a simple introduction to
a noble science, 1886, Eddie Carpenter
Moseley, Henry, Lectures on astronomy delivered at
Kings College, London, 1839, Eddie Carpenter
In addition to the three books above which have been
left to the SHA Library by Eddie Carpenter, a number
of other books will be added to the catalogue over time
from Eddie as I went to collect over 300 books from
Eddie, kindly given to the SHA by Eddie’s wife
Jackie. A longer account of this story will appear in the
Bulletin in due course.
The catalogue of books in the library is available and
a link to this can be found on the library page of the
SHA's website as a downloadable Excel spreadsheet –
if you have trouble viewing the catalogue let us know
and we can arrange to send it to you in an alternative
format.
If you want to know more about the library or its
stock, or if you'd like help with your research or finding a book or article, or other library-related matter,

COUNCIL VOLUNTEERS INVITED
Would you like to be involved in helping the SHA
to develop? We need extra volunteers? Please
email the Chair (Gerard Gilligan) to find out more.
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A WORD FROM THE CHAIR
Hello, and I hope
this message finds
you well and despite the recent
months of transport
disruption, plus a
world that is still
troubled by the
Covid pandemic you are enjoying
your summer, or
trying to!
Our celebrations
to mark the Society’s 20th anniversary have continued
with our successful 2022 Summer Picnic event held in
the city of Bath on June 25th. The picnic was held also
to mark the bi-centenary of the death of William
Herschel, in 1822, and included a private tour of the
Herschel Museum of Astronomy at 19 New King
Street, plus an excellent and detailed walking tour of
relevant Herschel buildings and places. It is at this
point I wish to record my sincere appreciation and
gratitude to our Hon. Vice President, Professor Mike
Edmunds. His trouble and personal time taken to plan
and arrange the tour was clearly evident for those
members who were able to travel to Bath for the event.
To those members, and guests from the Herschel Society, I would like to express thanks for your support and
for overcoming the problems associated with public
transport on the day: some having had to make alternative arrangements just days before.
Our second event, held on June 29th, exactly to the
very day the 20th anniversary of the SHA’s founding,
was a special online ‘Zoom’ webinar, in which four
Society members presented some excellent and compelling short talks, which also generated a great deal of
interest later via YouTube links. My thanks go to
members: Bernie Taylor, Graham Mcloughin, Neville
Brown, and Hilary Forbes. Following Q&A sessions
with our speakers, the thirty members who attended
also took part in a general discussion with Council
members present on the future on the Society, and several suggestions will be discussed at SHA Council
meetings later this year.
However, our year of anniversary celebrations will
continue after the summer weeks, with the Webinar on
Saturday, 2 September at 12 noon (BST), during which
distinguished astronomical historian Dr Wayne Orchiston & Darunee Lingling Orchiston will talk on different aspects of Southeast Asia astronomical history. If
circumstances allow, I’m very much looking forward
to the Society’s Autumn conference and AGM to be
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held on Saturday, 22 Oct 2022. I’m pleased to report
that, after his enforced absence at our Spring meeting
back in March, the SHA President Dr Allan Chapman
is to give the keynote lecture in October on a subject
and well known astronomer very much appropriate for
this year Sir John Herschel 1792-1871 – The Universal Philosopher of the Age: Astronomer, Scholar, and
the pioneer of photography. Dr Chapman will be
joined by Clive Davenhall, Daniel Belteki, Christopher
Taylor, and Michael Leggett. A supporting line up like
no other! So I do hope very much I can welcome you
in person to our usual meeting venue at the BMI, Birmingham at the end of the year.
Lastly I must send a message of congratulations to
all those engineers, technicians, scientists and astronomers involved in the James Webb Space Telescope project on the recent event of the public release
of the magnificent first science images and data. This,
following the telescope’s successful launch and
months of complicated deployment and testing earlier
in the year. The past history of astronomical observation was very much an eventful period. But it appears
the future years of looking into the past history of our
Universe will be just as eventful.
Gerard Gilligan,
SHA Chair

SHA RESEARCH GRANTS
SHA Small Research Grants are available for the period 1 Nov 2021 to 31 Oct 2022 and applications are
solicited. The total amount allocated by the Council for
the current round is £1500. These grants are made
available to provide limited financial support for
members’ research.
Links to the application form and regulations for applicants are available on the Society’s web site. Applications must be made using the application form. Appended to the regulations are some guidelines for
completing the case for support that forms part of
every application.

SHA PUBLICITY STALLS
The SHA held publicity stalls at the following venues/events:
Sat 19 Mar 2022: Practical Astronomy Show, Kettering
Forthcoming events with SHA stalls will include:
Fri 14 – Sat 15 Oct 2022: The International Astronomy Show, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, CV8 2LH
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SHA BOOKLET SERIES
Three titles in the SHA’s occasional booklet series
have been published so far. One on Jeremiah Horrocks (2020), by Sidney B Gaythorpe, one on William
Lassell (2021), by Gerard Gilligan, and one for the
SHA 20th Anniversary (2022) by various authors.
These are available for purchase at SHA events (£8
each for the first two; £10 for the last one – see page
6). The next planned booklet in the series will be on
Sir George Airy, by Allan Chapman, and is already in
preparation for early 2023 publication.
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NEW MEMBERS
We are pleased to give a warm welcome to the
following new members who have joined or rejoined since the previous issue of SHA e-News:
Dr Benjamin Lewis

ELY

Dr Peter Cattermole

SHEFFIELD

Mr Gerald North

KING'S LYNN

Dr Iain Poplett

SOUTH CROYDON

Mr Andrew Wellington PRESTON
Mr Alan Beech

DENTON

SHA MEMBER VIRGINIA TRIMBLE
HONOURED
The SHA is delighted to report that on 28 Apr 2022
one of our members, Prof. Virginia L. Trimble, from
the University of California, Irvine, was elected to
membership of the prestigious American Academy of
Arts & Sciences. The Academy, founded in 1780, is
both an honorary society that recognizes and celebrates
the excellence of its members and an independent research centre convening leaders from across disciplines, professions, and perspectives to address significant challenges.
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FORTHCOMING BOOKS NOTICED
Uranus and Neptune, by Carolyn Kennett (Reaktion
Books), Oct 2022, pp.224 (hardback, £25.00), ISBN
9781789146417
The most distant
planets in our solar
system, Uranus and
Neptune were unknown
by the ancients –
Uranus was discovered
in the 1780s and
Neptune only in the
1840s. Our discovery
and observation of both
planets has been
hampered by their sheer
distance from Earth:
there has only been one
close encounter, Voyager 2 in the late 1980s. The
Voyager mission revealed many enticing details about
the planets and their moons, but also left many more
questions unanswered.
This book, written by a long-standing SHA member,
is an informative and accessible introduction to
Uranus, Neptune and their moons. It takes the reader
on a journey from discovery to the most recent
observations made from space- and ground-based
telescopes, and will appeal to amateur and professional
astronomers alike.
Comet Madness: How the 1910 Return of Halley's
Comet (Almost) Destroyed Civilization, by Richard
J. Goodrich (Prometheus Books), Jan 2023, pp.240
(hardback, £22.77), ISBN 9781633888562
Halley’s Comet visits
the earth every seventyfive years. Since the
dawn of civilization,
humans had believed
comets were evil portents. In 1705, Edmond
Halley liberated humanity from these primordial superstitions
(or so it was thought),
proving that Newtonian
mechanics rather than
the will of the gods
brought comets into our
celestial neighbourhood. Despite this scientific advance, when Halley’s
Comet returned in 1910 and astronomers announced
that our planet would pass through its poisonous tail,
newspapers gleefully provoked a global hysteria that
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unfolded with tragic consequences. In Comet Madness,
author and historian Richard J. Goodrich examines the
1910 appearance of Halley’s Comet and the ensuing
frenzy sparked by media manipulation, bogus science,
and outright deception. The result is a fascinating and
illuminating narrative history that underscores how we
behave in the face of potential calamity - then and
now. As the comet was nearing closer to Earth, scientists and journalists alike scrambled to get the story
straight as citizens the world over panicked. Popular
astronomer Camille Flammarion attempted to allay
fears in a newspaper article, but the media ignored his
true position that passage would be harmless. More
opportunistic citizens opened ‘comet insurance’ plans.
Others suffered mental breakdowns, and some took
their own lives. Comet Madness reveals how humans
confront the unknown, how scientists learn about the
world we inhabit, and how certain people—from outright hucksters to opportunistic journalists—harness
fear to produce a profit.
Phenomena: Doppelmayr’s Celestial Atlas, by Giles
Sparrow, foreword by Martin Rees (University of
Chicago Press), Nov 2022, pp.256 (hardback, £52.94),
ISBN 9780226824116
A lavishly illustrated
volume revealing the
intricacies of a 1742
map of the cosmos.
The expansive and
intricate Atlas Coelestis, created by Johann
Doppelmayr in 1742,
set out to record everything known about astronomy at the time,
covering constellations, planets, moons,
comets, and more, all
rendered in exquisite
detail. Through stunning illustrations, historical notes,
and scientific explanations, Phenomena contextualizes
Doppelmayr’s atlas and creates a spectacular handbook
to the heavens.
Phenomena begins by introducing Doppelmayr’s life
and work, placing his extraordinary cosmic atlas in the
context of discoveries made in the Renaissance and
Enlightenment and highlighting the significance of its
publication. This oversized book presents thirty beautifully illustrated and richly annotated plates, covering
all the fundamentals of astronomy—from the dimensions of the solar system to the phases of the moon and
the courses of comets. Each plate is accompanied by
expert analysis from astronomer Giles Sparrow, who
deftly presents Doppelmayr’s references and cosmological work to a modern audience. Each plate is care-
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fully deconstructed, isolating key stars, planets, orbits,
and moons for in-depth exploration. A conclusion reflects on the development of astronomy since the publication of the Atlas and traces the course of the science up to the present day. Following the conclusion is
a timeline of key discoveries from ancient times onward along with short biographies of the key players in
this history.

research. The narrative of exciting events—covering
40 years of rocket and satellite work–is underpinned
with accessible accounts of the actual physical
phenomena and processes involved. The reader also
learns about how the goals set by a visionary
astrophysicist eventually led to one of Germany's first
major contributions to space research by the creation
of artificial comets in the solar wind.

The Sky Is for Everyone: Stories of Women Astronomers in Their Own Words, by Virginia Trimble and David A. Weintraub (Eds.) (Princeton
University Press), Aug 2022, pp.440 (hardback,
£25.00), ISBN 9780691207100

Haerendel's efforts also led to two further satellite
programs, one in partnership with Sweden, focusing on
the aurora borealis, the other, a national German
endeavor, to explore the outer border of the
magnetosphere. A further interesting chapter concerns
his engagement in the evaluation and restructuring of
eastern German Academy institutes after reunification.

The Sky Is for Everyone is an internationally
diverse collection of
autobiographical essays
by women who broke
down barriers and
changed the face of
modern astronomy. Virginia Trimble and David
Weintraub vividly describe how, before 1900,
a woman who wanted to
study the stars had to
have a father, brother, or
husband to provide entry,
and how the considerable intellectual skills of women
astronomers were still not enough to enable them to
pry open doors of opportunity for much of the twentieth century. After decades of difficult struggles,
women are closer to equality in astronomy than ever
before. Trimble and Weintraub bring together the stories of the tough and determined women who flung the
doors wide open. Taking readers from 1960 to today,
this triumphant anthology serves as an inspiration to
current and future generations of women scientists
while giving voice to the history of a transformative
era in astronomy.
My Life in Space Exploration, by Gerhard Haerendel
(Springer), Sep 2022, pp.176 (hardback, £34.99),
ISBN 9783031102851
This book tells the inside
story of Germany’s first
contributions to space
research by experiments
with artificial plasma clouds
in space. In this
autobiography, Gerhard
Haerendel, former director
at the Max Planck Institute
for Extraterrestrial Physics,
describes his 60
adventurous years in space

All readers interested in space research and its
history will enjoy sharing the fascinating experiences
and dramatic events that accompany the story
throughout, even some spectacular failures relating to
rocket campaigns.
Joe Pawsey and the Founding of Australian Radio
Astronomy: Early Discoveries, from the Sun to the
Cosmos, by W.M. Goss, Claire Hooker and Ronald D.
Ekers (Springer), Sep 2022, pp.815 (hardback,
£44.99), ISBN 9783031079153 [OPEN ACCESS]
This biography of
Joseph L. Pawsey
examines not only his
life but the birth and
growth of the field of
radio astronomy and the
state of science itself in
twentieth century
Australia. The book
explains how an isolated
continent with limited
resources grew to be one
of the leaders in the
study of radio astronomy
and the design of
instruments to do so.
Pawsey made a name for himself in the international
astronomy community within a decade after WWII and
coined the term radio astronomy. His most valuable
talent was his ability to recruit and support bright
young scientists who became the technical and
methodological innovators of the era, building new
telescopes from the Mills Cross and Chris
(Christiansen) Cross to the Parkes radio telescope.
The development of aperture synthesis and the
controversy surrounding the cosmological
interpretation of the first major survey which resulted
in the Sydney research group’s disagreements with
Nobel laureate Martin Ryle play major roles in this
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story. This book also shows the connections among
prominent astronomers like Oort, Minkowski, Baade,
Struve, famous scientists in the UK such as J.A.
Ratcliffe, Edward Appleton and Henry Tizard, and the
engineers and physicists in Australia who helped
develop the field of radio astronomy. Pawsey was
appointed the second Director of the National Radio
Astronomy Observatory (Green Bank, West Virginia)
in October 1961; he died in Sydney at the age of 54 in
late November 1962.
Upper level students, scientists and historians will
find the information, much of it from primary sources,
relevant to any study of Joseph L. Pawsey or radio
astronomy.
This is an OPEN ACCESS book - i.e. free to
download.

RECENT BOOKS MISSED
Publishing Sacrobosco’s De sphaera in Early
Modern Europe: Modes of Material and Scientific
Exchange, by Matteo Valleriani and Andrea Ottone
(Eds.) (Springer), Apr 2022, pp.492 (hardback,
£44.99), ISBN 9783030865993 [OPEN ACCESS]
This book focuses on
the cultural background
of the pivotal transformations of scientific knowledge in the early modern
period.
It investigates the rich
edition history of Johannes de Sacrobosco’s
Tractatus de sphaera, by
far the most widely disseminated textbook on
geocentric
cosmology,
from the unique standpoint of the many printers, publishers, and booksellers
who steered this text from manuscript to print culture,
and in doing so transformed it into an established platform of scientific learning. The corpus, constituted of
359 different editions featuring Sacrobosco’s treatise
on cosmology and astronomy printed between 1472
and 1650, represents the scientific European shared
knowledge concerned with the cosmological worldview of the early modern period until far after the publication of Copernicus’ De revolutionibus orbium
coelestium in 1543.
The contributions to this volume show how the academic book trade influenced the process of homogenization of scientific knowledge. They also describe the
material infrastructure through which such knowledge
was disseminated, and thus define the premises for the
foundation of modern scientific communities.
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This too is an OPEN ACCESS book - i.e. free to
download.
Note: The descriptions of the books above are largely
taken from the publishers. They are not reviews and do
not imply endorsement by the SHA.

DAVID W. HUGHES
(1941–2022)
We are sad to report that Professor David Hughes
died on 6 Jun 2022.
David taught Astronomy at the University of Sheffield from 1965 to 2007. Upon his retirement he became an emeritus professor. His research concentrated
on small bodies of the Solar System, primarily comets,
asteroids, meteoroid streams, their origin and evolution
and interaction with the Earth. He played an important
role in plans for European missions to comets, which
culminated in his appointment as a co-investigator on
two experiments on ESA’s Giotto probe which flew
past Halley’s Comet in 1986, and later a coinvestigator on the ESA Smart-1 mission to the Moon,
He was also co-investigator of a UK experiment
aboard ESA’s Rosetta probe.
He wrote extensively on the history of astronomy
and published several books, including a popular one
on The Star of Bethlehem.

JOURNAL OF ASTRONOMICAL
HISTORY AND HERITAGE
New issue and new home
The new issue of the Journal of Astronomical History
and Heritage (June 2022) is now available for
download. In recent years, the journal has been published by the Centre for Astronomy Research & Development at Rizal Technological University (RTU) in
the Philippines. The journal publishes issues quarterly
in March, June, September, and December. All papers
are refereed prior to publication.
JAHH is published online only and is fully openaccess. There are no access or reader charges. As of
2022, however, the journal was going to impose publication page charges upon authors. This will not now
go ahead as in July 2022 the journal will be transferred
to the University of Science and Technology of China
in Hefei and will revert once more to being a free open
access research journal (i.e. there will no longer be
Production Fees).
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BAA Historical Section Webinar
A video recording of the Section webinar of 15 May
2022 on Asian Observations of the 18 August 1868
Total Solar Eclipse is now available for viewing
online.

HAD News
The May 2022 issue (v.99) of the Newsletter of the
Historical Astronomy Division of the American Astronomical Society is now available for download.

A new web site also will be set up. But in the interim, all earlier issues right back to Volume 1 (1998)
can be downloaded from the current web site
(www.jahh.org),
the
RTU
site
(https://www.rtu.edu.ph/card/issues/), or the SAO/
NASA ADS site (http://bit.ly/1bMwxBr). The electronic version of the journal will continue to be produced four times a year (normally at the end of March,
June, September and December) and posted on these
web sites

WEB-LINKS NOTICED
A brief history of astronomy, astrophysics and cosmology 19452000
A new collection of Royal Society Biographical
Memoirs celebrates Fellows of the Royal Society who
made major contributions to the advancement of astronomy, astrophysics, and cosmology, in the postWorld War II era. Highlights include the immense
contributions of Professor Stephen Hawking to our
understanding of gravity, black holes, and cosmology,
as well as the role of Sir Patrick Moore in inspiring
public appreciation of astronomy.
An interesting blog (posted on 7 Jun 2022) by Professor Malcolm Longair, Editor-In-Chief of the Memoirs, introduces the collection.

NASA history free books
Many books on historical topics in space exploration
can be downloaded from NASA HQ Archives ‘Books’
web site.

History of the ASSA
1 Jul 2022 was the centenary of the Astronomical
Society of Southern Africa (ASSA). The society was
founded as an amalgamation of two older societies in
1922: the Cape Astronomical Association (1912) and
the Johannesburg Astronomical Association (1918).
These societies became local centres of the ASSA. At
present the Society has seven centres spread across
Southern Africa.
Celebrating the centenary, the latest issue of the
Monthly Notes of the Astronomical Society of Southern Africa (MNASSA) (June 2022) is a special one on
the history of the Society and its various centres. It
also contains a history of the MNASSA itself).
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Lost Irish History Reclaimed

ARCHAEOLOGY AT GREENWICH

The Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland - an allisland and international legacy for the Decade of Centenaries came online in June 2022.

Excavation of the Yapp Dome foundations - appeal for information

The Treasury re-imagines and reconstructs through
digital technologies the Public Record Office of Ireland, a magnificent archive destroyed on June 30th,
1922, in the opening engagement of the Civil War.

Andrew Mayfield, Community Archaeologist at the
Royal Parks, approached SHA e-News on 19 Jul 2022
to appeal for help of SHA members in providing old
photographs of the former Yapp Dome at the Royal
Observatory, Greenwich.

This is an open-access resource, freely and permanently available online to all those interested in Ireland’s deep history at home and abroad. Together with
our partners across Ireland and around the world, we
are democratizing access to invaluable records and
illuminating seven centuries of Irish history.

OTHER MEETINGS, COURSES &
EXHIBITIONS NOTICED (non-SHA)

Readers may remember that back in 2018 we published a photo of the dome, from Eddie Carpenter’s
lantern slide collection. This in turn prompted SHA
member Mike Lowne (now deceased), who had joined
the Astrometry & Astrophysics Department at the
Royal Observatory, Greenwich, in 1950, to send us a
photo he took c.1954-55 (above), before the removal
of the dome (which eventually ended up in S. Africa).

Given the uncertain situation with the pandemic, anyone interested in the following events is advised to
check regularly whether they are still going ahead.

Women in Astronomy
On Fri 16 Sep 2022 all day
Venue: London Mathematical Society, De Morgan
House, and Online
This is a joint meeting of the British Society for the
History of Mathematics, with the London Mathematical Society and the Institute for Mathematics and its
Applications.
The meeting is a celebration of Women in Astronomy, which includes the celebration of the bequest to
the LMS of a rare book of astronomical tables, Urania
Propitia, by Maria Cunitz from BSHM and LMS
Member A.E.L. Davies. Urania Propitia was published in 1650 and fewer than 25 physical copies are
known to exist.

The renewed interest in the dome arises from the
Greenwich Park Revealed project: a 4-year £8m project supported by National Lottery Heritage Fund and
National Lottery Community Fund to protect, restore
and reveal the historic landscape of this World Heritage Site. As part of the project Andrew organised a
dig this May, to search for clues to Greenwich Park's
former Magnetic Observatory, and primarily the Yapp
Dome, which in later years occupied the same site.
Please send any photos of the dome (at Greenwich or
later sites) to: mailto:amayfield@royalparks.org.uk

Bidston Observatory Heritage Open
Days
As part of National Heritage Week, the former Bidston
Observatory on the Wirral Peninsula will be hosting
open days on 10 and 17 Sep 2022.

Aerial image of excavation site: credit Pete Barry
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SHA CALENDAR 2022
MONTH
2022
JAN
FEB
MAR
APR
MAY

JUN
JUL
AUG
SEP
OCT
NOV
DEC

SHA EVENT OR PUBLICATION

VENUE

SHA Online Lecture No.7, by Dr Philipp Nothaft (26 Jan)
SHA e-News (1-5 Feb)
SHA Spring Conference (12 Mar)
SHA Bulletin 37 (1 Apr)
SHA e-News (1-5 May)
SHA Online Lecture No.8, by Brother Guy Consolmagno (9
May)
The Antiquarian Astronomer 16
SHA Online anniversary event (29 Jun)
SHA Summer Picnic (25 Jun)
SHA e-News (1-5 Aug)
SHA Online Lecture No.9, by Prof. Wayne Orchiston &
Darunee Lingling Orchiston (3 Sep)
SHA AGM & Autumn Conference (22 Oct)
SHA e-News (1-5 Nov)
SHA Online Lecture No.10 by Wolfgang Steinicke (19 Nov)
SHA Bulletin 38 (mid-Dec)

Via ‘Zoom’
Birmingham

Via ‘Zoom’

Via ‘Zoom’
Bath
Via ‘Zoom’
Birmingham
Via ‘Zoom’

