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The fourth in a series of SHA booklets. 

Sir George Biddell Airy (1801-1892) was one of astronomy’s most remarkable figures. He made no single 

outstanding discovery, though he came to be one of the most conspicuous members of his profession. He was a 

leading creator of institutional science who, from the early 1830s, addressed himself to the wholesale collection 

and revision of quantitative astronomical data on what might be called an industrial scale. Using instruments of 

his own design and superlative construction he was able, like the manufacturers and engineers he so admired, to 

make uniformity of product in positional astronomy a matter of course, by replacing skill with ‘regularity of 

procedure’. The consistent quality of the Royal Observatory’s astronomical constants, re-observed, revised and 

published between 1835 and 1881, when he was Astronomer Royal, provided a bedrock and role-model for 

positional astronomical investigation in Europe, America and the Empire. This new account of Airy’s life and 

work, produced for the SHA by Allan Chapman (Wadham College and Christ Church Senior Common Room, 

University of Oxford) offers an enticing insight into Airy’s character and achievements. 

The booklet costs £14.00 including free postage & packing in the UK (overseas postage extra). 

To order your copy please use the attached order form and either post or email your completed form to 

this address: 

SHA Airy Booklet 

c/o  85 Steers Croft 

Stockbridge Village 

Liverpool L28 8AH 

bookshop@shastro.org.uk 
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